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CHITTENDEN  COUNTY. 


COUNTY  CHAPTER. 

BY  HON.  DAVID  BEAD, 

The  county  of  Cliittenden  was  incorporated 
by  act  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  Oct.  -2, 
1787.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
counties  of  Grand  Isle,  Franklin,  and  La- 
moille ;  south  by  the  county  of  Addison  ;  east 
by  Lamoille  and  Washington  ;  and  west  by 
the  west  line  of  the  state,  and  the  southerly 
part  of  the  county  of  Grand  Isle.  In  all  our 
local  histories,  so  far  as  noticed,  the  county  is 
erroneously  said  to  be  bounded  on  the  west 
by  Lake  Champlain."  By  statute,*  the  west- 
ern boundary  includes  "  so  much  of  Lake 
Champlain  as  lies  in  this  state  west  of  the 
towns  in  said  county  adjoining  the  lake,  and 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  Grand  Isle." 
The  border  towns,  by  their  charters,  were 
bounded  "on  the  west  by  the  lake;"  and  it 
seems  that  the  legislature  did  not  consider 
that  they  extended,  by  legal  construction,  to 
the  west  line  of  the  state — which  passes 
along  its  main  or  deepest  channel. 

The  county  is  situated  between  4-4^  1^  and 
44°  42^  of  north  latitude  :  and  between  3"^  41^ 
and  4°  14''  of  longitude  east  from  AVasliington. 
It  has  upon  every  side  an  irregular  outline, 
formed  by  town  lines  on  the  north,  south,  and 
east:  with  an  average  length  from  north  to 
south  of  about  2G  miles,  and  from  east  to 
west,  including  the  waters  of  the  lake,  of  2:3 
miles  —  and  contains  a  land  area  of  about 
520  square  miles. 

A  branch  of  the  Abenaquis  tribe  of  Indians, 
were  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  this  section 
of  the  country,  previous  to  its  settlement  by 
the  whites;  and,  indeed,  they  lingered  upon 
their  rightful  soil,  at  the  mouth  of  the  La- 
moille river  and  thence  north  along  the  Mis- 
sisquoibay,  for  a  long  while  alter  the  French 
and  English  had  taken  posse<!^ion  and  com- 
menced the  settlement  of  the  country  to  the 
north  and  south  of  them.    They  have  not  as 

•See  Eevised  Siattda  qf  Vcrmunl,  1&39,  pp.  G8,  C9. 


yet  wholly  relinquished  their  claims  upon  the 
country  ;  and  although  they  left  it  and  united 
themselves  with  the  St.  Francis  tribe,  another 
branch  of  the  Abenaquis,  who  reside  at  the 
outlet  of  the  St.  Francis  river  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  they  still  claim  an  interest  in  the 
soil,  and  have  repeatedly,  and  within  a  few 
years  past,  sent  their  delegates  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  to  seek  some  compensation 
for  their  lands.*  What  time  they  left  and 
joined  their  friends  at  St.  Francis,  is  not 
fully  known.  After  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  an  Indian  encampment  and  burial 
place  were  well  distinguished  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Lamoille  river,  together  with  a  mound 
of  large  size,  where  the  skeletons  and  bones 
of  the  race,  buried  in  their  usual  sitting  pos- 
ture, were  exhumed,  and  numerous  arrow 
heads  and  other  Indian  relics  found.  And 
near  this  same  place  in  Colchester,  the  re- 
markable urn  or  relic  of  Indian  pottery,  de- 
scribed by  Prof.  Thompson,  and  now  in  the 
cabinet  of  natural  history  iu  the  University 

*Iti  1798  a  petitioa  was  prt^tfiitt^i  to  tlie  legislature  of 
Tennont  signed  by  twenty  cbiff?,  reprt'svnfing.  t^s  they 
saiJ,  "  the  seTen  nfitions  of  D>\V('r  Cunada  Indians," 
nmong  which  were  the  Abeuaijuis  and  CoKnuhwaghahs, 
in  which  they  claimeil  all  the  iand  •west  of  the  Green 
Mountains  and  between  Tlt:>ndor»v<a  »a<l  the  province 
Hue.  The  Cognahwaghuhs  oriiiiually  formed  a  part  of 
the  Mohawke;  but  revoltcil  fmiu  that  Ui\>e,  joiued  the 
French,  and  settleti  at  ilio  SauitSt.  Lxjuis  al.r.vc  Montreal. 
If  thei/  had  any  eUum  it  must  baT«  tx.H.n  under  the  Iro- 
quois title ;  while  the  Ab<>n;i(]iu.>i  claim.',!  uu  ier  the  title 
of  that  nation  who  once  inhiibit4.-vi  tlio  whole  ct>untry  cast 
of  Lake  Champlain,  south  of  th«  St.  Lau  rence,  and  em- 
bracing the  northern  part  of  N-.  w  Lii^iand.  This  would 
seem  to  favor  the  iJca,  that  the  In-iuois  — as  Chauiplaia 
represents  when  hedi^cove^l^l  tho  lake  — nilRht  CTirn  hare 
occupied  the  country  on  its  ei».-ii  rn  U>r.ier.  If  so.  the  Ab- 
enaquis nuidt  have  caiued  pns,m.-n(iion  of  it,  and  oo-upied 
it  afterwards,  until  they  joined  their  brethren  at  St. 
Francis. 

Their  petition  to  the  leRi^Iature  whs  rj'j«rtt-<l,  on  the 
ground  that  these  Indians  had  revolt«>d  Worn  the  Knglish 
and  joined  France ;  and  when  the  country  waj»  o^h-d  U)  the 
KogUjth  by  right  of  conquest,  the  title  v(  these  trit*^  fol- 
lowed the  fate  of  the  surrender  —  and  that  the  .-ul^e-iiieut 
surrender  of  thecouutry  by  Kn^land  to  th.>  l-ni;.^  Staten, 
vested  the  property  in  tlie  ^ti»te.  Hut  the  lu.lians  did 
not  thereupon  utiandou  their  claim,  au.1  have  in  several 
instance:*  renewed  tlicir  peiuions  siuce,  boo  \ViUiauiit'» 
I  Hist,  qf  Va-mont,  li,  L^'l,  2V0. 
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of  Vermont,  was  also  found,*  If,  however, 
the  Abenuquis  made  (hat  j^pecimen  of  pot- 
tery, constructed  in  such  perfect  form,  and 
so  highly  ornamented  upon  its  exterior  sur- 
face, there  was  a  time  when  they  far  excelled 
in  that  useful  art.  The  fact  that  this  relic 
was  found  in  the  viciniiy,  affords  no  very 
certain  evidence  that  it  was  the  work  of  that 
race;  but  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe 
that  it  must  have  been  the  work  of  a  people 
far  more  advanced  in  the  useful  arts. 

It  appears  that  the  Abena(iuis  claimed  the 
country  along  Missisquoi  hay.  and  sought  to 
disturb  the  possession  of  the  whites,  as  late 
a8  1788.  By  the  kindness  of  Henry  Stevens, 
Esq.,fwehave  been  furnished  with  a  corre- 
spondence between  Ira  Allen,  who  then  re- 
sided at  Cochester,  and  Clement  Corseliu  of  , 
Pointe  au  Roche,  Lord  Dorchester,  governor  1 
of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  Lt.  C\)l.  John 
Campbell,  "of  his  majesty's  service,"  re- 
specting the  proceedings  of  these  Indians,  at 
so  recent  a  date  — being  even  after  the  coun- 
ty of  Chittenden  was  incorporated  ;  and  the 
settlement  in  question  was  then  within  its 
limits. 

Gorselin,  under  date  of  Aug.  18th,  178G, 
writes  to  Allen  to  inform  him  that  the  In- 
dians claimed  the  land  on  Missisquoi  bay, 
and  threatened  to  drive  off  the  people,  who 
had  settled  there,  and  destroy  their  posses- 
sions. Allen  replies,  Aug.  23d,  178G,  that 
the  French  and  Indians  lost  their  claim  in 
the  French  war,  and  the  lands  had  been 
granted  to  the  proprietors  in  17G3;  that  the 
Indians  can  have  justice  by  applying  to  the 
courts  in  Vermont.  Moreover,  that  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state  had  appointed  Col.  Eben. 
Allen  of  Grand  Isle,  to  remove  all  unlawful 
intruders  on  the  frontier,  with  a  military 
force. 

Allen  procures  the  deposition  of  John  Wag- 
goner and  Wm.  Tichout,  "June  21,  17t<8,  be- 
fore Thos.  Butterheld,  justice  of  peace  for 
the  county  of  Chittenden,  '  wherein  they 
state  among  other  things,  that  an  Indian 
named  Capt.  Louis  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe, 
with  about  twenty  men,  came  on  to  the  Mis- 
sisquoi river  last  October,  "and  hoisted  a 
flag  on  a  pole,  drew  their  knives,  threatened 
several  of  the  inhabitants  in  a  hustile  man- 
ner, obliged  the  inhabitants  lu  pa-ovide  a  din- 
ner for  them,  claimed  a  right  to  the  land, 
and  took  in  a  hostile  manner  10  bushels  of 
Indian  corn  from  Waggoner,  and  about  15 
bushels  of  potatoes  from  Tichout.  The  lu- 
*  Thompson's  Jiiit.  of  V-  rm'/tit.  "Jo;. 
tWe  take  itlonsur.'  In  lu  k iiowI.-,| -intj  hero,  onrp  for  nil. 


our  ind.  btc^liifSM  to  Mr 
and  facts  refernid  to  lu  this  article. 


t'i>T  flcvvrul  docuuieatti 


dians  also  burnt  and  destroyed  some  fencr-,- 
that  in  April  last,  the  same  Indians  ihre;a- 
cned  to  dispossess  the  subscriber  John  Wrij^. 
goner,  unless  he  would  pay  them  one-quarter 
of  all  he  raised  on  said  land,  as  rent  to  them." 

Allen  enclosed   the  above  deposition  to 
Lord    Dorchester,    July    IGth,    1788,  un,] 
writes  him  the  account  of  a  similar  occur- 
rence about  four  years  previous,  when,  ho 
I  says,  "  the  settlers  were  so  exasperated  a-s 
I  to  be  about  to  drive  out  the  Indians  by 
j  force,  but  had  forborne  on  his  request;"  and 
i  asked  the  governor  to  take  measures  to  pre- 
i  vent  any  further  difficulty.    And  on  the  7th 
of  August,  1788,  Allen  also  writes  to  Col. 
Campbell  on  the  same  subject,  remarkino-.- 
"  if  the  Indians  would  behave  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  their  hunting  and  fishing  on  the 
land." 

Col.  Campbell  thereupon  addresses  a  letter 
to  Sir  John  Johnson,  "Bart.,  Supt.  and  In- 
spector General  of  Indian  Affairs,"  dated, 
Montreal,  September  5th,  1788,  in  which  he 
says,  "  that  he  had  called  the  Indians  before 
him,  and  they  confessed  they  had  been  on 
Missisquoi  bay;   and   always   travel  with 
their  colors  and  display  them  at  their  en- 
campment, wherever  they  happen  to  be,  as 
a  mark  of  their  attachment  to  their  Great 
Father  the  King  of  England.    Though  they 
had  the  mortification  to  find  Waggoner,  Ti- 
chout, and  others,  on  their  lands,  yet  they 
neither  drew  knives  or  committed  any  irregu- 
larities ;  confident  that  their  father  would 
do  them  justice  therein."    That  "they  were 
but  9  men,  a  boy,  11  women,  and  8  children 
on  the  breast,  in  number;"  and  that  the  In- 
dians appealed  to  John  Hilliker,  neighbor  to 
Waggoner  and  Tichout,  who  was  their  inter- 
preter, to  prove  what  they  had  said.  Lord 
Dorchester,  October  11th,  1788,  transmitted  a 
copy  of  the  above  letter  to  Ira  Allen,  for  his 
examination.     Capt.  Louis  was  styled  the 
Abenaqui  chief,  in  the  foregoing  correspond- 
ence. 

With  the  preceding  there  is  a  lease  before 
us.  from  the  papers  of  Mr.  Stevens,  executed 
in  17G:j,  by  a  number  of  these  Indians,  which 
establishes  the  fact  beyond  question,  that 
1  they  were  a  branch  of  the  Abenaquis  tribe, 
jor  as  they  styled  themselves,  "the  Aben- 
I  aok.jue  nation  of  Missisque;"  who  occupied, 
I  and.  to  some  extent,  cultivated  the  lands,  at 
that  time,  on  the  Missisquoi  bay  and  river. 
As  the  lease  is  of  historical  interest,  it  is 
here  given  at  length,  except  the  formal  repe- 
titions in  it : 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that 
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we,  Daniel  Poornouf,  Francois  Abernard, 
Francois  Joseph,  Jean  Buptiste,  Jeanoses, 
Charlotte,  widow  of  the  late  chief  of  the 
Abcnackque  nation  at  Mi<.sis(iue,  Mariane 
Poorneuf,  Tlierosa,  daujrhter  uf  Jo^^eph  Ma- 
dril,  MrtgJalaine  Abernard,  and  Joseph  Ab- 
omsawin,  for  theui.selves,  iheir  heirs,  and 
assigns;  do  sell,  let,  and  concede  unto  Mr. 
James  Robertson,  merchiini,  of  St.  Jean,  his 
lieirs,  and  assigns,  fur  the  space  of  ninety- 
one  years  from  the  twenty-eighth  of  May, 
1765,  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  and  being 
and  situated  as  follows,  viz :  being  in  the 
"bay  of  Missisque  ou  a  certain  point  of  laud, 
which  runs  out  into  said  bay  and  the  river 
of  Missisque,  running  from  the  mouth  up 
said  rivev  near  east,  one  league  and  a  half, 
and  in  depth  north  and  south,  running  from  j 
each  side  of  the  river,  sixty  arpents,  bound- 


ed on  the  back  of  the  aforesaid  bay  and  at  | 
the  end  of  the  said  league  aud  a  half  to 


and  Ireland,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
17u5. 

Daxikl  Poorxkuf,  [l.  8.] 

Fu.v.NcoisE  Joseph,  [l.  8.] 

Jkanosks,  [l.  8.] 

MaIUANE  roOKNEUF,  [L.  8.] 

IVIagdelaxk  Abernaud,  [l.  a.] 

Fraxcuise  Abernaed,  [l.  8.] 

Jea.v  BaI'T — ,  [l.  8.] 

Chaelolle,  [l.  8.] 

Tuehesa,  Daughter  of  ilichel,  [l,  s.] 
James  Robertson,  [l.  s.] 

Witnesses  present  : 

Edward  Simonds, 
Peter  Stanley, 
Richard  McGabty. 

The  lease  was  properly  authenticated,  and 
I  "recorded  in  the  English  register,  letter  A, 


folio  179,  in  the  register's  otbce  of  enroU- 


T    ,  ,      .         ^  ...  I  ments  for  the  province  of  Quebec.  George 

lands  belonging  to  iudians  joining  to  a  tree  i  -d      n  '        •  ^ 

,    ,  ,  °.  Powell,  secry  s  regis  t." 

marked;  on  the  south  side  ot  the  river  said  i      .x  ^i.     •  *      i        i  ^     .  . 

,  '     .     ^  -        -        ,         At  the  given  date  there  was  a  Jesuit  mis- 

land  belonging  to  old  Abernard:  and  on  the    .  i    u      t.  ,  r 

,    .  ^  ^ °  .  ^    .  ,     ,  ,  ,      .         '  sion  and  church  among  these  Indians,  who 

north  side  ot  said  river  to  lands  belonging  to  >  .  • ,     ,    ,^      •  , 

,     ,        .  .         ,  .   °    ^,    ;  irom  their  names  were  evidently  baptised  or 

old  whitehead,  retaming  and  reserving  to  the  '  t   •        ■    ■,         i    ,  ,  , 

■  ,       °  ,  I  christianized :  and  they  continued  here  up 

proprietors  hereatter  mentioned,  to  wit:  on  i  , -        e        t>      i  j  ^ 

\  ^  ,  . ,  .  - ,  .  .  .  ,  '  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  some  of 
the  north  side  oi  said  river  five  tarms  be-;^v^^  i„.  „ 

:  them  later. 

longing  to   Peirre   Peckinowax,   Francaise  j  ^  -a  ^  i    v  xi. 

'  !     It  IS  evident  that  the  French,  before  the 

Nickowiget,  Annus  Jean,  Baptiste  ^lomlock,  I  i.   j?  n      a  *i     c    ^    •  -t  j 

J  T       1  V,  _    •  ^x      _  1    _  xi.         T    •  ,  !  conquest  of  Canada,  were  the  first  civilized 

occupants  of  the  county  of  Chittenden;*  and 

during  the  period  of  the  French  wars,  they 

and  their  Indian  allies,  made  this  point  one 


and  Joseph  Compient ;  and  on  the  south  side 
of  -said  river  seven  farms  belonging  to  Tow- 
gesheat,  Cecile,  Annome  Quisse,  Innonga- 

way,  Willsomquax,  Jean  Baptiste  the  White-  i      +1,^  ^^  •  ^    „   1  ^•  *i   •  ^ 

_    .  .  „  /         .    ^  .  ...  i  01  the  cbiei  rendezvous  ot  their  uostile  ex 


head,  and  old  Etienne.  for  them  and  their 
heirs,  said  farms  contain  two  arpents  in  front 
nearly,  and  sixty  in  depth. 

"Now  the  condition  of  said  lease  is,  that 
if  the  aforesaid  James  Robertson,  himself, 
his  heirs,  and  assigns,  do  pay  ^  *  -^^  *  a 
yearly  rent  of  fourteen  Spanish  dollars, 
two  bushells  of  Indian  corn,  and  one  gal- 
lon of  rum,  and  to  plow  as  much  land  for 
each  of  the  above  persons  as  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  them  to  plant  their  Indian  corn 


cursions  against  the  English  settlements, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut.  It 
was  through  here  they  generally  led  their 
captives  and  carried  their  plunder  —  their 
usual  route  both  in  going  and  returning  was 
along  Missisquoi  bay  and  Winooski  river ; 
crossing  the  short  carrying  jdace  between 
the  river  and  Mallet's  bay.  It  was  along 
here  the  suffering  captives  from  Deerfield, 
in  the  dead  of  winter  in  17<i  l,  were  led  on 


.their  way  to  Canada  —  where  the  lad  Enos 
every  year,  not  exceedin_'  more  than  v/ill  o,  .  t.u- 

.     ,     ,  I  Stevens,  son  ol  (  apt.  Phmeas  ^tevens  the 

serve  to  plant  one  quarter  01  a  bushell  for  ,  1  ^    1  i-i     1    ,         v-      .  j 

,    ^  ,        brave  defender  ot  (  harlestuun  No.  4.  and 

each  family,  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  as-  I  ^  „         c<.  i-  i-  • 

'father  of  Henry  Stevens,  I.-m.,  our  distin- 


*  said  Robertson  to  have  the 


,    .,  ,    ,  ,         ,  ,.  ,  guished  antiquarian  neighbor  —  was  carried 

right  to  build  thereon,  and  establish  the'       ^-      •  ^  ^    ■     i-.o         1  % 

,  ,       .        I  captive  into  Canada  lu  1<1H;  and  on  the 

same  for  his  own  use.  and  to  concetle  to  inha- I       ,    ,         c  \f    ■        •  \  .1 
,  .  ^  .  I  east  shore  01  Missis<i»ioi  hav  the  year  pre- 

bitants,  make  plantations,  cut  timber  of  what !   •  1  i     •      iT  i 

,  .  ,  I  Vious,  where  Mrs.  Jenunia  liowe,  whose  nar- 

sort  or  kind  he  shall  think  1  ruper ;  |     ..     .     g     ,     1  v    .  .   ,    •  .     *•  11 

^    '  rative  is  of  schnol-bov  itdtonctv.  tound  hor 

*       *       *  *       *  '  .    .  • 

'young  son  Caleb,   per'^^hing  with  Imncrer. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  interchang-  t„  ^-^\c^         >         «  ..-i/.^...;^!,  »    1.  ^1 , 

In  iiW,  moreover,  a  skirnusn  tuuk  place  on 

ably  set  our  hands  and  seals  hereunto,  this       ■        ■        1  .  ,  » 

()nu)n  river,  bctwoeti  a  party  sent  out  Irom 

thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  fifth  year  of  at       *       *  i  .1  »  

^  Mass.  to  watch  tlie  tnoveuients  ot  the  enemy, 

the   reign  of  our  soverelrrn    lord,  (leorge 

rni  •    1    1  •  ,.  .    .  "        *  Sc"  History  of  Co!ch»-8ter  iu  the  next  number  of  tljLj 

the  Third,  king  ul   l.reat  Lntaiu,  i  ranee,  ;  n^jj^^jj^g^ 
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and  a  party  of  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Lieut.  John  Wells  and  John  Burt  were  killed  ; 
their  survivinj;  associates,  however,  drove  the 
enemy  and  pur^iued  them  to  the  lake,  where 
another  skirmish  ensued,  and  several  of  the 
French  and  Indians  were  killed  in  turn.* 
These,  with  other  incidents  of  a  like  kind, 
when  brought  to  mind,  serve  to  contrast  the 
present  populou^i  and  hijrhly  cultivated  con- 
dition of  our  county,  with  the  dark  and  sav- 
age wilderness  that  then  brooded  over  it. 

The  first  English  occupants,  who  were 
known  to  settle  in  the  locality,  were  Ira 
Allen  and  Remember  Baker.  They  ex-  i 
plored  the  country  along  the  Winooski  river,  j 
in  the  fall  of  17 7:i ;  and  came  into  the  coun- 
ty to  reside  the  spring  following.  Baker 
brought  his  family  with  him;  and  Allen,  be- 
ing then  a  single  man,  resided  in  the  family 
of  Baker  —  who  was  his  uncle.  They  made 
their  pitch  at  the  lower  falls,  on  the  Wi- 
nooski  river;  where,  as  a  matter  of  security 
against  the  Yorkers  and  Indians,  who  at 
that  time  they  held  in  equal  enmity,  they 
constructed  a  block  house  or  fort,  which  they 
christened  with  the  defiant  name  of  Fort 
Frederick,  and  in  which  they  lived. 

About  the  same  time,  two  Germans  settled 
on  Shelburne  point,  claiming  under  New 
York  titles:  "who"  says  Alien,  "had  the 
appearance  of  peaceable  men,  and  on  their 
promise  to  behave,  were  sufi'ered  to  remain 
undisturbed."  Prof.  Thompson  ppeaks  of 
these  men,  in  bis  History  of  Vermunt,  by  the 
name  of  Logan  and  Fattier  :  and  that  "two 
points  of  land  extending  inio  Lake  Cuamplain" 
were  named  after  ihem  respectively. f  We 
have  before  us  the  original  lield  book  of  Ira 
Allen,  of  his  first  surveys  on  Oaion  river, 
and  the  lake  shore,  in  177o  —  being  the  same 
year  he  removed  into  the  couuiry.  He  scaled 
the  lake  shore  that  summer,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Winooski  river  to  the  mnuth  of  the  La 
Plotte,  at  the  head  of  Shelburno  bay  ;  and 
in  the  course  of  his  observations  he  culls 
Shelburne  point  Arkley  pvmt,  and  &  house 
then  there  Lodawick's  house. 

On  reaching  the  point  now  known  a.s  Rock 
point,J  he  there  takes  observations  to  the 
islands,  &c.,  and  says:  "to  Arkloy  p.»int  is 
S.  150  W.— to  Shugar  loaf  (Kock  Ihinder?) 
is  S.  24°  W.  —to  Juniper  i-Und  i;*  \W>^  W." 
He  then  passes  along  on  iLe  bi;u  h  "  E. 
S.  105  rods  to  station  B.  — -to  Arkl*'y'j«  point 
is  S.  21°  W.  — -to  Shugar  lo.if  in  S.  W., 

•  Hoyt's  7/tduzn  Wart.  lUW*  H^-iry  cf  KuUm  Ter. 
mont,  12. 
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to  Juniper  island,  east  end,  is  S.  42°  W.  to 

the  Four  Brothers,  is  W.  37°  S."  When  he 
had  passed  Burlington  bay  and  came  to  l\oi\ 
Rock  point,  he  speaks  of  it  as  "east  of  Ark- 
ley point  and  had  a  rocky  bold  shore."  Af. 
ter  sailing  around  it,  and  passing  along  the 
beach  he  made  another  station  27,  30  chains 
south  of  a  brook  (Louis  creek?),  and  from 
there,  he  says:  "to  Arkley  point,  is  N.  3((« 
41''  W.  —  to  Lodawick's  house  is  N.  77°  30' 
W,  —  Shugar  loaf  and  Juniper  island  are 
just  to  be  seen  by  Arkley  point."  He  then 
passes  on,  and  took  several  more  observa- 
tions to  the  house  on  the  point,  until  he  ar- 
rived  at  the  mouth  of  La  Plotte  river,  where 
he  terminated  his  survey.* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 
about  forty  families  had  settled  upon  the 
lake  shore,  and  along  the  Winooski  river,  in- 
cluding the  family  of  Mr.  Brown  on  Brown's 
river  in  Jericho.  Among  those  early  settlers 
are  the  familiar  names  of  Thomas  Pierson, 
Moses  Pierson,  Simon  Tubbs,  John  Collins, 
Stephen  LawTence,  Frederick  Saxton,  Ira 
Allen,  Remember  Baker,  Joseph  Brown, 
Thomas  Rood,  Samuel  Messenger,  Thomas 
Chittenden,  John  Chamberlin,  Jonathan 
SpafFord,  and  Amos  Brownson.  But  on  the 
defeat  and  fall  of  Gen.  Montgomery  at 
Quebec,  and  the  retreat  of  the  American 
forces  under  Gen.  Sullivan,  from  Canada, 
in  the  spring  of  1776,  all  except  Brown  left 
their  possessions  and  fled  south  among  their 
friends  for  security,  The  wisdom  of  this 
abandonment  of  the  settlement,  during  hos- 
tilities with  the  mother  country,  was  made 
manifest  by  the  fate  of  Brown  and  his  family; 
who,  trusting  to  his  fancied  security  in  the  se- 
clusion of  his  position — so  far  from  the  lake 
and  the  ordinary  path  of  the  enemy  —  was 
taken  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  carried  into 
captivity.  It  is  not  certain,  however,  that 
the  settlement  would  have  been  abandoned, 
had  not  the  troops,  who  were  stationed  on 
Onion  river  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, left  their  post,  and  exposed  them  to 
the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  without  any 
means  of  defence.  These  troops  were  sta- 
tioned at  a  block  house  in  Jericho,  on  the 
river  in  the  south  west  part  of  the  town,  and 
were  umlcr  the  command  of  Capt.  Fassett, 
then  holding  a  commission,  and  acting  under 

•If  Lovian  and  Pettier  wore  the  only  persons  on  Sliet- 
bumu  point  at  that  time,  it  is  not  ensy  to  see  bow  Ira 
Alli-n  carni'  by  tlie  mimes,  "Arkley  r'>irit.'' mnl  "  Loda- 
wl.  k'«  tinii.j,"."  The  north  eiul  of  t^helburne  point  ia 
known  hy  the  name  of  Pottior's  point,  and  where,  it  id 
»ai  J,  Pottii'r  liv(»<l.  Lovcun  livtvl  on  a  small  point  just 
north  of  Juil>:»j  Mcjuh's  oM  pliice;  and  thi."  point  sUU 
U«nrs  his  nBui.';  but  it  could  not  be  soon  by  Alien  lu 
making  the  above  survey. 
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(he  orders  of  Gen.  Gates ;  who  had  his 
head  quarters  at  Ticondcroj^a.  Matthew 
Lyon  (afterwards  known  as  the  "  Lyon  of 
Vermont")  held  a  lieutenant's  command 
in  the  company,  and  it  was  said  that  he  and 
the  other  subordinate  officers  of  the  company, 
in  view  of  their  exposed  and  dangerous  posi- 
tion, induced  the  soldiers  to  desert  it ;  which, 
however,  Lyon  alwaj's  denied,  casting  the 
blame  on  Fassett  and  the  other  officers. 
Lyon  went  to  Gates  to  make  report  that  the 
soldiers  had  all  left ;  whereupon  he  with  the 
other  officers  were  arrested,  tried  by  a  court 
martial,  and  cashiered  for  cowardice.  When 
Lyon  was  afterwards  in  congress  from  this 
state,  he  was  insulted  by  Roger  Griswold  of 
Conn.,  for  wearing  a  icooden  sword ;  which  in- 
duced the  personal  affray  on  the  floor  of  con- 
gress between  those  gentlemen,  that  occurred 
in  1798 ;  and  resulted  in  a  vote  for  the  expul- 
sion of  Lyon  ;  but  failing  of  a  majority  of 
two  thirds,  he  retained  his  seat.* 

On  the  return  of  peace  in  1783,  Stephen 
Lawrence  was  the  first  to  return  with  his 
family,  and  during  the  same  year  most  of  the 
former  occupants  returned  to  their  farms, 
and  brought  with  them  many  new  settlers ; 
and  the  very  great  fertility  of  the  soil,  pos- 
sessing all  its  native  richness  and  strength, 
invited  a  rapid  settlement  of  the  country. 
At  the  end  of  eight  years  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  (1791),  the  population  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  county  of  Chitten- 
den, w^as  3,875 ;  and  in  1800,  it  was  O.:]0o; 
more  than  one-third  of  the  present  popula- 
tion of  the  county  —  it  being  in  18G0.  28.171. 
It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  the  ratable 
property  of  the  county  has  increased  in  a 
much  greater  ratio,  than  the  population  ;  for 
we  find  on  the  first  census,  1791,  that  the 
amount  of  ratable  property  returned  was 
estimated  in  the  aggregate,  at  $oO,G75.72, 
about  $13  to  each  person  —  man,  woman, 
and  child;  while  on  the  last  census,  ISGO, 
the  ratable  property  is  estimated  at  the  sum 
of  $7,845,941,  which  is  $278  to  the  person. 

It  may  also  be  noticed  with  interest,  that 
the  number  of  persons  to  each  square  mile  in 
the  county,  in  1791,  was  ~^(^;  and  in  18G;), 
54^^.  That  the  ratable  wealth  to  each 
square  mile  in  1791,  was  $07.45;  and  in 
1860,  $13,165.21.  In  1791,  Windsor  was  the 
most  populous  town  in  the  state,  containing 
831  inhabitants  —  now  Burlington  is  the  most 
populous,  and  contains  7,713  inhabitants  ; 
moreover,  in  1791,  Vermont  was  a  slave-hold- 
ing state;  having  returned  10  slaves  on  that 
census;  but  it  was  the  last  and  only  census 
*S«e  American  Stale.  Itipers,  I,  ICO,  and  pott 
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that  testified  to  the  humiliating  fact,  that  a 
resident  slave  treads  upon  the  soil  of  Ver- 
mont.* 

From  the  above  figures  wo  may  plainly  see 
how  limited  were  the  means  of  our  fathers, 
and  how  severe  must  have  been  their  toil,  to 
open  the  country  and  make  a  beginning  for 
the  wealth  and  comfort  of  their  children. 
But  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  they  had 
a  higher  object  than  mere  wealth  and  com- 
fortable support;  they  looked  forward  to  the 
more  important  advantages  of  social  progress 
and  political  freedom ;  which  have  thus  far 
been  more  than  realized.  But  the  result  of 
the  events  that  are  now  passing  before  us, 
must  determine  how  much  longer  these  high- 
est of  earthly  blessings  can  be  enjoyed. 

In  turning  to  the  topography  and  natural 
capabilities  of  the  county  of  Chittenden,  we  in 
the  first  place  notice  that  the  general  surface 
of  the  county  is  not  unlike  the  main  portion 
of  western  Vermont.  The  first  range  of 
townships  bordering  upon  the  lake,  is  pleas- 
antly diversified  with  ridges  and  valleys; 
having  but  few  elevations  of  sufficient  height 
to  be  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  north  part  of 
this  range  of  townships,  however,  there  are 
two  elevations,  known  by  the  name  of  Cobble 
hill  and  Rattlesnake  hill — that  rise  from 
500  to  600  feet  above  the  surrounding  plain. 
According  to  the  measurement  of  Prof. 
Thompson,  the  former  is  827  feet  and  the 
latter  912  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean  ; 
and  Sugar  Loaf  hill  in  the  south  part  of 
this  range,  1003  feet  above  tide. 

These  isolated  hills  rise  in  spherical  form, 
are  easily  ascended,  and  afford  fine  views  of 
the  surrounding  country  from  their  summits. 
The  range  of  Green  mountains  bound  the 
prospect  on  the  east,  and  the  Adirondacks  on 
the  west ;  and  between  these  two  elevated 
ranges,  the  valley  of  Lake  Champlain  ex- 
tends to  the  north  and  south  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach :  and  affords  a  prospect  of 
great  beauty.  The  placid  waters  of  the  lake, 
bearing  upon  its  surface,  the  various  craft 
that  navigate  it  —  the  sail  boats  and  steam- 
ers; the  bays,  points,  island?,  and  villages 
upon  the  shore — the  church  spires  —  the  lo- 
comotive, dragging  its  train  of  cars,  and  puff- 
ing its  fiery  breath  —  the  cultivated  fields, 
the  flocks  and  herds  —  the  farm  house,  or- 
chards, and  groves  —  the  dark  forests  rising 
upon  the  mountain  sides  —  and  the  moun- 
tains themselves,  with  their  serrated  peaks; 
afford  a  picture,  not  easily  copied  by  a 
human  artist. 

As  we  pass  east  beyond  the  first  range  of 
•Soybcrt's  Staiistical  JnrmU  qf  the  UniUd  SlcUa,  p.  35. 
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townships,  the  country  is  more  uneven  and 
broken ;  yet  it  bus  no  hills  of  any  great 
height^  and  hardly  a  spot  can  be  found 
which  is  not  valuable  either  for  tillage  or 
pasture,  until  you  arrive  at  the  base  of  the 
Green  mount aiu'i  —  which  cover  the  extreiiae 
eastern  part  of  the  county,  and  ascend  to  the 
highest  point  of  land  in  the  state.  Between 
the  spurs  of  these  mountains,  there  are  valu- 
able tracts  of  laud  for  timber  aiul  pasturage, 
indeed,  far  more  valuable  I'or  the  dairy  and 
the  raising  of  neai  stock,  than  they  have  gen- 
erally been  reputed.  The  amount  of  capital 
employed  in  the  purchase  of  these  lands,  is 
comparatively  small;  and  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, they  will  pay  a  greater  per  ceniage  on 
the  money  invested,  than  our  high  priced 
lands  —  if  not  an  equal  profit  per  acre.  More- 
over, these  lands  are  notafiVcied  by  drought, 
and  always  afford  rich  pasture  and  very 
abundant  crops  of  hay.  But  as  you  ascend 
the  mountains,  the  timber  begins  to  shorten, 
and  gradually  diminishes  in  height,  until  the 
limbs  of  the  trees,  extending  horizontally 
near  the  surface  of  the  ground,  form  a  net- 
work of  inter^voven  branches,  upun  which  a 
person  may  often  walk  with  safety.  He  will 
soon,  however,  reach  an  altit\idc  where  vege- 
table life  does  not  receive  sufficient  heat  and 
moisture  to  support  it,  except  here  and  there 
a  few  starved  and  otinted  lichens,  that  tind  a 
scant  and  dreary  abode  in  some  niche  or  cre- 
vice in  the  rocks. 

The  east  line  of  the  county  cut  s  along  just 
east  of  Camels  Hump  mountain,  and  of  the 
highest  points  of  Mount  Mansfield  —  the  chin 
of  the  latter,  being  43-^9  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  according  to  the  trigonometrical 
admeasurement  of  Mr,  Johnson.    I'pon  this 
mountain  near  the  county  line,  a  house  for  j 
the  entertainment  of  visitors,  has  recently  | 
been  erected ;  and  from  the  excellent  accom-  1 
modations  atiorded  by  its  enterprising  pro- | 
prietor,  has  become  a  place  of  f!i'^lnonal)lo  re-  j 
sort.     Roads  have  been  upeninl  to  it,  both 
upon  the  east  and  west  side  of  the  mountain  : 
and  it  is  now  accessible  by  horse-*,  from  the 
east.    It  furnishes  a  healthy  place  of  resort! 
for  invalids,  and  jtcmmus  a  view  siti'i  to  be 
far  superior  to  that  of  ihe  White  mountains, 
and  has  already  become  a  place  of  note  in  the 
unnals  of  the  pleasure  seeking  world. 

The  county  is  watered  by  numerous  springs, 
that  gush  fortli  from  the  surlace  of  the  ground 
at  almost  every  p^int  ilesired,  and  abundant- 
ly irrigate  and  fertilize  the  soil;  and  there 
are  also  several  streams  that  water  the  coun- 
ty, and  at  the  same  time  ali'ord  ample  power 
for  driving  mills  and  factories.    The  Wiaooa- 


ki  river  takes  its  rise  in  the  county  of 
donia ;  and  after  passing  across  the  county 
of  'Washington,  and  breaking  through  liie 
Green  mountains  near  the  east  line  of  thi, 
county,  it  passes  nearly  through  its  centre, 
and  falls  into  the  lake  between  the  towns  .  f 
Burlington  and  Colchester.  The  Lamoilio 
passes  through  the  north  westerly  part  of 
the  county,  and  enters  the  lake  near  the  sand 
bar  bridge.  The  sand  bar,  which  for  so 
long  a  period  of  time  formed  an  inconvenient 
and  perilous  ford  between  the  island  and  the 
main  land,  was  doubtless  formed  by  the  debrts 
deposited  by  this  stream. 

There  are  also  numerous  streams  of  smaller 
capacity,  some  of  which  discharge  into  the 
above  rivers,  and  others  directly  into  the  lake. 
Brown's  river  empties  into  the  Lamoille,  and 
waters  a  large  portion  of  the  north  eastern 
part  of  the  county  —  Huntington  river  waters 
the  south  east,  and  La  Plotte  river  and  Lewis 
creek,  the  south  west  part ;  these  two  last 
fall  into  the  lake,  the  former  at  the  head  of 
Shelburne  bay  ;  Mallet's  creek  and  Day  brook 
j  unite  and  empty  into  Mallet's  bay  ;  and  Huni- 
j  ington  river,  Mill  brook,  Muddy  creek,  and 
j  Sunderland  brook,  each  empty  into  the  Wi- 
j  nooski.  Most  of  the  above  streams  are  of 
I  sufficient  capacity  for  driving  mills  and  fac- 
tories—  and  numerous  saw  mills,  grist  mills, 
and  manufactories  of  various  kinds,  have 
been  erected  upon  them.  Indeed  the  water 
power  in  the  county,  particularly  on  the  La- 
moille and  Winooski  rivers,  is  sufficient  to 
turn  the  wheels  and  spindles,  and  work  the 
looms,  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and 
woolen  fabrics,  to  an  extent  equal  to  the 
Merrimac.  The  falls  on  the  above  streams 
are  but  in  part  occupied,  and  will  afford  im- 
mense power. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  county, 
especially  since  the  opening  of  the  several 
lines  of  rail  way  through  it,  have  been  highly 
prosperous,  and  give  employment  to  the  main 
portion  of  the  population.  Two  lines  of  rail 
road  pass  through  the  county  from  north  to 
south  parallel  with  the  lake,  and  from  east 
to  west  along  the  Winooski  river.  They  af- 
ford a  surprising  advantage  to  the  farmer, 
over  his  old  mode  of  transportation  to  market. 
Instead  of  a  long  and  expensive  journey  to 
seek  a  market  for  his  produce,  the  market 
now  seeks  him.  Numerous  depots  and  points 
of  trade  and  exchange  are  opened  at  conve- 
nient stations  along  the  lines,  where  pur- 
chasers for  the  Boston,  New  York,  and  Mon- 
treal markets,  post  themselves  to  buy  up  the 
various  productions  of  the  country  ;  thus  the 
beof,  pork,  butter,  cheese,  poultry,  wheat. 
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rye,  corn,  live  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and 
various  articles  of  lesser  importance,  are  sold, 
in  a  few  rods,  as  it  were,  of  iho  farmer  s  door. 
This  gives  greater  opportunity  and  interest 
in  the  improvement  of  his  soil  and  crops; 
and  he  adds  to  this  interest,  by  comparing 
liis  experiments  with  others  at  the  meetings 
of  our  agricultural  societies,  and  public  fairs. 

These  advantages  have  resulted  in  much 
greater  protit  to  the  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 
a  proportionate  advance  in  the  value  of  real 
estate  in  the  county,  especially  of  farming 
lands.  The  husbandman  is  encouraged  with 
the  assurance  that  ample  returns  will  reward 
his  labor  —  and  truly,  the  habitual  industry 
of  our  farmers,  and  general  fertility  of  the 
soil,  "fill  their  garners  to  overtiowing." 
This  high  degree  of  prosperity  attending  the 
agriculture  of  our  county  and  state,  is  not 
fully  appreciated  by  us  —  it  is  difficult  to  re- 
ali2e  our  advantages  in  this  branch  of  indus- 
try, without  turning  our  thoughts  back,  and 
comparing  our  present  facilities  for  market, 
(the  all  in  all  to  the  producer)  with  the  old 
mode  of  carting  our  produce  over  a  long  and 
wearisome  journey,  and  using  the  proceeds 
of  our  merchandise  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
our  pilgrimage. 

The  county  of  Chittenden  has  better  advan- 
tages, meanwhile,  over  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  the  lake,  than  any  other  portion 
of  the  state.  This  is  owing  to  its  proximity 
to  the  broadest  part  of  the  lake,  which  af-  | 
fords  the  most  accessible  points  of  shipment  | 
on  its  eastern  shore.  The  harbor  of  Burling-  j 
ton  is  the  natural  stopping  place  of  the  steam- 
ers and  other  craft,  that  pass  along  the  lake, 
in  either  direction  —  it  is  protected  by  a 
breakwater,  constructed  at  the  expense  of 
the  general  government ;  and  the  lines  of  rail 
road  concentrate  at  the  wharves  here,  where 
they  have  their  principal  depots  This  has 
already  become  an  important  point  of  inland 
trade,  from  which  a  large  amount  of  produce 
is  shipped,  and  merchandise  landed  in  return, 
for  the  use  and  consumption  of  this  section  of 
the  country ;  and  it  has  also  become  the 
depot  of  an  immense  lumber  trade,  with  the 
province  of  Canada. 

At  some  future  time,  when  the  long  pro- 
jected canal  from  Lake  Champlain  to  the  iSt. 
Lawrence,  shall  unite  those  waters,  and  open 
a  free  navigation  between  them,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  ship  canal  from  the  lake  to  the 
Hudson,  it  will  make  Lake  Champlain  one  of 
the  most  busy  thoroughfares  of  inlund  ir:uie 
and  commerce,  on  the  continent.  The  time  is 
not  distant,  owing  to  the  entire  practicability 
of  the  scheme,  and  of  its  comparative  economv 


of  expense,  when  this  will  be  accomplished. 
The  increase  of  population  and  the  progress- 
ive opening  of  the  resources  of  Canada,  con- 
stantly urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  public, 
new  reasons  for  the  construction  of  this  great 
work  of  intercommunication.  The  tributaries 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  upper  lakes,  that 
water  a  country  not  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  agriculture,  will  bring  down  the  produc- 
tions of  the  forest ;  and  trom  present  indica- 
tions, that  country  will  become  the  chief 
source  of  supply  to  the  lumber  trade,  in  the 
larger  portion  of  the  states  of  this  Union. 
Our  trade  with  these  provinces  must  soon  re- 
quire greater  facilities  for  transportation,  and 
when  this  is  effected,  it  will  make  this  harbor 
one  of  the  principal  points  of  business  be- 
tween the  cities  of  New  York  and  Montreal. 

As  the  means  of  comnjerce  and  navigation 
are  extended,  the  natural  resources  of  the 
county  of  Chittenden  will  be  more  and  more 
developed.  Its  agriculture  will  be  greatly 
increased,  and  a  field  of  labor,  now  dormant 
and  unproductive,  maj^  be  opened.  In  this 
respect,  the  viineral  productions  of  the  county, 
may  be  regarded  as  holding  an  important 
place.  It  is  true  we  have  no  deposits  of  coal, 
or  of  iron,  to  compete  with  the  inexhaustible 
beds  of  that  mineral  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  the  lake ;  and  it  is  to'be  admitted,  that  iron 
and  coal,  considered  in  an  economical  point 
of  view,  are  the  most  valuable  of  all  mineral 
substances  for  man's  use.  But  we  have  ex- 
cellent building:  stone,  slate,  marble,  water 
lime  or  hydraulic  cement,  and  carbonate  of 
lime;  all  of  which,  in  addition  to  the  domes- 
tic supply,  may  become  very  extensive  articles 
of  trade.  The  red  sand  stone  that  forms  the 
shore  line  of  the  lake  through  a  considerable 
part  of  the  county,  is  easily  quarried  and 
split  into  blocks  of  any  desirable  si'e  or 
shape  —  its  color  is  attractive,  and  it  forms 
one  of  the  most  durable  and  safe  building 
materials  known.  It  is  very  solid  and  com- 
pact, not  splintered  by  frost,  or  abraded  by 
heat  and  moisture;  and  cannot  be  crushed 
by  the  weight  of  superincumbent  walls,  how- 
ever high  or  massive.  This  stone  should 
find  its  way  into  our  towns  and  cities,  as  a 
building  material,  far  s»i}>erior  to  the  loose 
friable  rock  so  extensively  used.  From  its 
adaptedness  to  split  with  even  and  square  sur- 
faces, it  is  specially  valuable  for  that  kiml  of 
work,  where  it  is  an  object  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  cutting;  and  with  the  exception  of 
granite  —  the  most  desirable,  perhaps,  of  all 
building  materials,  where  cut  stone  is  re- 
quired—  there  is  nothing  supirii>r  to  it  for 
the  walls  of  buildings  or  public  works. 
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A  range  of  siliceous  lime  rock  extends  |  brings  over  a  million  of  dollars  in  return, 
through  the  county  parallel  with  the  lake  I  our  quarries,  both  white  and  variegated,  not 
shore,  and  from  two  to  throe  miles  from  it;  |  surpassed  in  richness  and  beauty  by  any  in 
which,  from  actual  experiment,  proves  to  |  the  world,  lie  wholly  neglected.  And  there 
form  the  basis  of  water  lime,  or  hydraulic  |  are  very  certain  evidences  that  roofing  slate, 
cement,  and  has  been  worked  and  satisfuc-  l  to  any  desirable  extent,  niay  be  obtained  by 
torily  tried  for  that  purpose.  This  is  a  ma-  :  making  the  necessary  appliances  for  quarry- 
terial  extensively  used,  and  is  manufactured  j  ing  and  preparing  it. 

in  the  state  of  New  York,  as  an  important!  >Vith  the  above  sources  of  industry,  the  coun- 
article  of  trade.  According  to  the  geolo^rical  j  ty  may  also  avail  itself  of  the  manufacture  of 
reports  of  that  state,  as  long  ago  as  Ibo'J,  j  iron  in  its  various  forms,  from  ore  shipped 
there  were  60  kilns  in  the  county  of  Lister  |  from  Port  Henry  and  Peru;  which  may  be 
alone,  that  made  during  that  year  (;Ui>,OtjO  i  worked  by  steam  at  the  wharves  at  Burling- 
barrels  of  this  article.*  It  is  also  mauulac- 1  ton,  or  by  water  at  the  lower  falls  of  the  W'i- 
tured  in  several  places  along  the  line  of  the  j  nooski  or  Lamoille  rivers,  with  equal  facility 
western  canal,  and  used  in  building  and  re-  j  and  advantage  as  at  the  falls  of  the  Ausable 
pairing  its  locks  and  sluices  and  for  ship-  at  Keeseville.  Mineral  coal,  now  extensively 
ment  abroad  ;  and  in  the  town  of  Waddington  |  used  for  smelting  iron  and  working  both  iron 
in  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  they  annually  i  and  steel,  together  with  the  ore  itself,  may, 
turned  off  $iO,000  worth  of  this  cement.  Im-  I  certainly,  be  landed  as  cheaply  at  any  of  the 
mense  quantities  were  used  in  the  construe-  |  above  places,  as  at  Keeseville,  "with  their 

heavy  expense  of  cartage  from  the  wharf  at 
Port  Kent. 

How  interesting  it  would  be  to  the  county 
of  Chittenden,  to  see  these  several  sources  of 
industry  and  wealth,  in  a  state  of  successful 
development;  and  hundreds  of  industrious 
artizans  and  laborers  employed  in  the  work. 


tion  of  the  Victoria  bridge  at  .Montreal,  and 
New  York  furnished  the  article;  while  inex- 
haustible quantities  of  the  raw  material  lay 
undisturbed,  in  convenient  proximity  to  our 
wharves. 

The  white  carbonate  of  lime  lies  next  east 
of  the  water  line,  and  from  3  to  5  miles 
from  the  lake;  and  also  extends  through  the  \  ^Vhile  these  facilities  for  business  lie  dor- 
coumy.  This  has  been  burned  into  quick  1  mant,  only  a  part  of  the  county  is  repre- 
lime,  and  used  to  meet  the  home  demand,  !  sented,  as  it  were,  on  the  credit  side  of  its 
since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  ;  and  I  stock  account.  The  revenue  of  the  county 
now,  since  the  rail  roads  enable  it  to  find  a  |  may  be  immensely  enhanced  by  a  reasonable 


more  distant  market,  it  has  become  an  article 
of. considerable  commerce  with  the  interior 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  state.  New  H amp- 


application  of  enterprise  and  capital  from  our 
own  citizens  directed  to  the  unfolding  of  our 
natural  resources;  but  so  long  as  capital 


shire,  and  Massachusetts.  It  is  not  merely  seeks  investment  abroad,  and  the  sinews  of 
used  for  building  purposes,  but  is  sought  as  j  business  are  drained  from  the  county,  just  so 
the  most  desirable  material  for  bleaching  j  long  these  elements  of  wealth  and  industry 
cotton  fabrif"=-  '  is  sent  to  the  various  |  will  lie  neglected  at  our  feet.  By  comparing 
,  '  ;  t  for  that  purpose.  The  i  the  census  of  1850  and  1860,  we  can  very 
^-..lay.d  v;'l  M,  i...c.y  to  keep  pace  with  the  1  readily  see  the  effect  of  this  suicidal  policy, 
business  of  tlie  country,  and  ihis  iudispensa- !  as  we  notice  that  the  population  of  the  coun- 
ble  article  of  consumption,  will  always  afford  i  ty  is  86-3  less  than  it  was  10  years  ago.  Our 
a  source  of  production  to  the  county.  |  pure  air  and  water,  so  congenial  to  activity 

The  county  of  Chittenden  has  also  inex-  j  and  health,  and  the  opening  of  new  and  ad- 
haustible  deposits  of  white  and  variegated  :  ditional  sources  of  enterprise,  should  keep 
marble.  These  quarries  may  turnish  cm-  i  our  young  men  at  home.  Where  in  the  wide 
ployment  to  a  large  number  of  hands,  and  be  j  world  does  the  rich  variety  of  natural  scenery 
made  a  source  of  indu-try  nnd  production,  t  tend  more  to  elevate  the  soul  to  a  sense  of 
more  extensive  than  any  other  in  t!ie  county,  ^  personal  freedom  and  independence,  and  in- 
withthe  exception  of  its  agriculture.  Indeed  '  spire  it  with  the  associations  and  content- 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  our  ad- 1  ments  of  home,  than  in  Vermont?  Yet  our 
vantages  in  the  quality  nnd  variety  of  our  j  young  men  seek  the  western  prairies,  and 
marbles,  are  superior  "to  tho-e  of  any  other  j  often  set  themselves  doAvn  in  an  abode  of  ma- 
county  in  the  state.  And  while  Rutland  | /'"-'a.  a>nl  of  eternal  sameness  at  every  point 
county  turns  off  aunuMlly  an  amount,  that  j  of  the  compass,  to  find  employment. 

'     It  may  bo  added  that  we  have  in  every 
•  AaiuraZ  Ifuto)]/ or"  *Vi-tP  P""t  in.  Mineralogy,  I  .  mi  * 

^  ^lyauirai,  sxisuji  1/ 'V  |  ^^^^  county  one  or  more  villages,  of 
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neat  New  England  aspect,  with  their  churches, 
school  houses,  post  otlicea,  stores,  mills,  mo- 
cbanio  shopsi,  and  houses  of  entcrtainnicnt. 
These  villages  are  connected,  moreover,  by 
safe  and  pleasant  public  roads,  the  result  of 
continual  labor  and  improvement,  since  the 
first  settlement  of  the  county.  And,  indeed, 
so  numerous  are  tjie  public  highways  that 
traverse  the  county,  that  every  facility  de- 
sired is  afforded  to  the  inhabitants,  in  all  their 
business  relations  and  intercourse  with  each 
other.  And  the  inconvenience  of  opening 
xoads  in  a  new  country  is  here  substantially 
overcome. 

In  turning  from  the  natural  resources  to 
the  civil  history  of  the  county,  we  find  that 
the  territory  embraced  within  the  present 
boundaries  of  the  county  of  Chittenden 
forms  but  a  small  part  of  the  territorial  lim- 
its of  the  earlier  county  jurisdictions,  that 
held  authority  over  us.  The  counties  of 
Albany,  and  Charlotte,  under  the  authorities 
of  New  York  :  and  Bennington,  Rutland,  and 
Addison  under  the  laws  of  Vermont,  have  in 
turn  extended  their  jurisdiction  over  this 
section  of  the  state  —  and  last  of  all,  after  the 
county  of  Chittenden  was  first  incorporated,  its 
liberal  proportions  were  divided  and  subdi- 
vided, until  we  were  narrowed  down  to  the 
speck  of  earth  that  bears  that  honored  name. 
And  it  may  not  be  wholly  destitute  of  interest 
or  utility  at  the  present  time,  to  tling  into  a 
condensed  and  tangible  form,  the  original 
outlines  of  these  successive  county  jurisdic- 
tions, within  which  the  county  of  Chittenden 
has,  from  time  to  time,  been  included. 

Under  the  broad  charter  granted  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  the  state  of  New  York  claimed 
the  Connecticut  river  as  her  eastern  bound- 
ary;  and  up  to  July  3,  17&G,  when  the  coun- 
ty of  Cumberland  was  incorporated  upon  the 
east  side  of  the  mountain,  the  old  Dutch 
county  of  Albany  claimed  east  to  Connecti- 
cut river;  or  to  be  more  definite,  as  far  east 
as  there  were  any  Christian  inhahitants.^  She 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  New  France; 
but  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  and  the 
proclamation  of  George  III,  e;:<tablishing  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  })rovince  of  Quebec, 
she  was  in  doubt  whether  her  northern  bound- 
ary extended  farther  north  than  the  French 
outposts  and  settlements  at  Crown  I'oint  and 

*  Ste  actof  New  York  lesislntun',  Oct.  1,  lOOT.  in  which 
the  boundaries  of  AUmnj-  cotinty  wt-re  <Jl•!^c^ib(^l  ns  fol- 
lows: "The  manor  of  ivonsellat'rwifk,  !<clifinrta>ly,  nnd 
all  the -villagt'S  and  iu'i,'lilx>rli"<xl!*  mid  Cbriitinii  i)l;inta- 
tlons  on  the  ea.'^t  pido  of  lliid.-on  river,  il<(  fur  a.^  RtK-lotfi' 
Jansen's  creek  ;  aud  on  the  we.«t  -iido  from  Sawyer's  creek 
to  the  uttermost  end  of  v^.iranlito-a.  ' 

KoelolTo  Jhu^ou's  cniili.  fiui'ti.  -,  luto  the  Ilud.'^on  from 
the  cast  nearly  opposite  Kaatj^klU. 


Ticonderoga;  but  the  estnbli.shment  of  the 
4otli  parallel  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  New  York,  fixed  her  limits  at  the  north. 
Her  western  boundary  extendi-d  to  the  Dela- 
ware river,  and  in  the  direction  of  western 
New  York,  as  far  as  any  irhite  people  resided. 
And  her  southern  boundary  was  designated 
by  a  line  stretching  across  tiie  entire  state, 
j  from  the  west  side  of  the  ctdony  of  Connccti- 
j  cut  to  the  Delaware  river  ;  commencing  near 
j  the  northwest  corner  of  Connecticut,  cross- 
I  ing  the  Hudson  about  2  mile?  north  of  the 
mouth  of  Esopus  creek,  and  thence  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  Delaware  river,  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  immense  territory  of  course  embraced 
the  county  of  Chittenden;  and  Albany  being 
the  shire  town,  and  most  nor;  herly  seat  of 
justice  in  this  great  wilderness,  naturally  ex- 
tended her  court  jurisdiction  over  the  terri- 
tory;  not  so  much  in  obedience  to  any  posi- 
tive enactments  on  the  subject,  as  from  the 
necessity  of  administering  justice  to  all,  n'ho 
werenot  otherwise  provided  for.  Thus  we  have 
it  recorded,  that  during  the  controversy  be- 
tween New  York  and  the  New  Hampshire 
grantees,  numerous  writs  of  ejectment,  ex- 
ecutions, and  other  legal  processes,  were  is- 
sued out  of,  and  made  returnable  to  the 
courts  at  Albany ;  and  were  se/ved.  or  at  least 
were  attempted  to  be  served,  by  the  sheriiis 
of  this  great  but  somewhat  indefinite  county. 

As  may  be  inferred,  her  exercise  of  counrj' 
jurisdiction  over  Vermont,  was  not  acknow- 
ledged as  lawful  by  the  settlers  under  New 
Hampshire;  under  which  state  they  held 
their  titles  and  to  which  they  owed  their  al- 
legiance ;  and  instead  of  obeying  their  writ? 
and  going  down  to  Albany  to  coek  justice  at 
the  hands  of  their  enemies  and  pre-judjers, 
they  chose  rather  to  depend  upon  their  own 
limited  means  of  self  defence,  and  courage, 
for  the  adjudication  of  their  rights. 

New  York,  however,  persisiitig  in  her  ri^ht 
of  jurisdiction  over  them,  and  finding  a  prac- 
tical difficulty  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
of  her  magistrates  aud  slun  ifls.  and  especial- 
ly, "  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  jtistice, 
and  creditors  may  recover  their  just  dues;  ' 
proceeded  March  177i',  to  erect  a  new 
county  on  the  Avcst  side  of  the  mountain, 
called  Charlotte,  set  off  Irom  the  county  of 
Albany.  At  the  same  time  she  had  pmcectl- 
ed  to  erect  the  county  of  CJloucester  on  the 
east  side  of  the  mountain;^  and  had  also  as 
before  seen,  erected  tiie  county  of  l  umbcr- 
l;uul.  The  county  of  Cumboriaud  eiubracod 
•March  10,  1770. 
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the  present  counties  of  Windham  and  Wind- 
sor, with  New  Hamstead  (now  Chester)  as 
the  shiro  town;  and  the  county  of  Glouces- 
ter extended  from  the  county  of  Cumberland 
north  to  the  province  line,  with  Kingsland 
(now  Washington)  as  the  shire,* 

The  boundaries  New  York  allotted  to  the 


was  made  our  shire  town;  a  rather  poor  ex- 
change for  the  venerable  and  famous  ciry  of 
Albany —  and  on  the  organization  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Charlotte,  Philip  Skene,  the  arch  tory, 
was  commissioned  by  his  majesty  the  king, 
as  the  first  chief  judge  of  our  court  of  com- 
mon pleas.    But  so  numerous  were  the  notn-g, 


county  of  Charlotte  as  laid  down  by  the  charts  I  as  the  N.  H.  grantees  were  styled,  who  sought 


of  the  authorities  of  that  state,  purporting  to 
be  compiled  from  actual  survey  now  before 
us,  commenced  on  the  Green  mountain  range 
near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  present 
township  of  Winhall,  thence  noi-therly  in  a 
direct  line  to  a  point  at  the  east  base  of  Ca- 
mel's Hump  mountain,  thence  northeasterly 
direct  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  Memphrema- 
gog  and  on  in  its  course  to  the  province  line, 
which  it  intersected  a  few  miles  east  of  the 
lake  in  the  township  of  Derby  ;  thence  due 


freedom  not  only  from  the  tyranny  of  New 
York,  but  of  the  king,  that  it  made  Skenes- 
borough  rather  an  unsafe  place  for  a  hostile 
court  to  set  in.  Its  proximity  to  these  riotn-g, 
with  the  Bennington  mob  hanging  upon  their 
southern  flank,  became  a  source  of  alarm  to 
the  royal  magistrates  of  Skenesborough  ;  and 
they  made  application  to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
then  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's 
forces  in  New  York,  for  a  military  force  to 
protect  them.    Gen.  Haldiman  very  quaint- 


west  to  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  which  it !  ly  replies :  "That  the  idea,  that  a  few  law- 


struck  near  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Regis ; 
thence  southerly  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  about  10  miles  above  Schenec- 
tady ;f  thence  down  tlie  Mohawk  to  the  Hud- 


less  vagabonds  can  prevail  in  such  a  govern- 
ment as  that  of  New  York,  as  to  oblige  its 
governor  to  have  recourse  to  the  regular 
troops  to  suppress  them,  appears  to  me  to 


son,  up  the  Hudson  to  the  mouth  of  Batten  ;  carry  with  it  such  reflection  of  weakness,  as 
kill,  and  up  the  Batten  kill,  following  the  i  I  am  afraid  would  be  attended  with  bad  con- 
south  branch  to  a  point  near  its  source,  to  the  I  sequences,  and  render  the  authority  of  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  old  town  of  Prince-  I  civil  magistrate  when  not  supported  by  the 
ton,  as  chartered  by  New  York;  thence  to  troops,  contemptible  to  the  inhabitants.'  * 
the  southeast  corner  thereof;  and  thence  in  On  the  receipt  of  this  discouraging,  and  in  no 
a  direct  line  to  the  place  of  begining.  wise  very  flattering  dispatch,  the  court  with- 

it  will  be  seen  that  this  additional  set  off  \  out  any  unnecessary  delay  was  removed  from 
from  the  old  county  of  Albany,  had  in  itself  |  Skenesborough,  "to  be  held  annually  in  the 
very  liberal  proportions ;  and  it  requires  j  county  of  Charlotte  at  the  house  of  Patrick 
search  to  find  that  fraction  of  it  which  forms  j  Smith  esquire,  near  Fort  Edward  ;  on  the 
the  present  county  of  Chittenden.  But  time  j  third  Tuesdays  in  the  months  of  October  and 
and  events  change  together,  and  on  modern  I  May."  This  retreat  from  the  advanced  post  of 
charts  we  find  that  the  errp***-  'ty  of  Char-  \  judicial  warfare,  set  up  among  those  who  had 
lotte  is  not  f^^"-  ■        .  '  ■<    county  of  i  honestly  bought  and  once  paid  for  their  lands, 

Chiif-'^rm  i-.  j"-  ^  'Ji'^•^^x.  \  with  a  view  to  drive  them  from  their  homes 

While  V  <:>  f  .iiued  a  part  of  the  county  of  !  and  means  of  subsistence,  for  the  benefit  of 
Ciiarlotte,  Skenesborough  (now  Whitehall)  \  New  York  land  speculators,  was,  no  doubt, 
•  The  following  curious  record,  vrrt>atim  ft  iit^atim,  \  wisely  made  — but  on  prudential  considera- 
■was  entered  upon  the  dockets  of  the  court  in  this  county,  j  t  ions  alone.    And  it  seems  evident,  that  even 

(ien.  Haldiman,  unlike  James  Buchanan 
in  the  Kansas  controversy,  was  not  for  sett- 
ling questions  of  law,  between  the  provinces 
of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  by  mili- 
tary force.  The  court  for  the  county  of  Char- 
lotte, however,  after  finding  a  resting  place 
in  a  better  disposed  neighborhood,  held  its 
first  session,  at  Patrick  Smith's,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  October,  1773. 

There  was  no  time  when  the  civil  power 
of  the  county  of  Charlotte  was  acknowledged 
by  the  Hettler«  under  New  Hampshire ;  and 
it  was  so  feeble  as  hai'dly  to  be  known  as 
a  living  power.  In  addition  to  tho  refui/ie 
*  Doc.  Hist.  <if  Ntvo  York,  it,  844. 


it  being  the  last  court  held  at  Kiri;^siaiid : 

"Feb.  25,  1771.  Set  out  from  Morctown  [Mooretown, 
named  after  Gov.  Moore  of  .New  York  — now  itmdf  .rj] 
for  King's  land,  travelh-d  urlil  knight  thi.'re  ixmi;  no 
road,  &  the  snow  very  il'-p",  wi«  tnivt'llixi  vu  pnow  clirH'.i 
or  racats,  on  the  'JOth  we  travt  Ued  souu;  way:*  held 
s  council  when  it  was  coucludt-d  it  wius  bt  ;*t  to  oixu  the 
court  as  we  saw  no  line  it  wn,>^  not  whether  in  Kincl  land 
or  not,  but  we  concluded  we  were  far  in  the  wrxxl-)  we 
did  not  expect  to  pc**  any  liouw  unlesi  we  ninn-lied 
three  miled  within  Kin^^sland  and  no  one  livi-l  liuro 
•when  tho  court  wa3  onien.^J  to  be  otH'ned  on  llie  Kpot. 
Present— John  Taplin,  jud^e;  John  I'eters  of  the  Uui> 
ram;  John  Taplin,  Jr.,  sherilT.  All  causes  continued  or 
idjournt'd  over  to  next  term. 

The  c<jurt  \f  one  adjourned  over  until  the  last  Turs.!(»y 
In  May  next  at  which  it  was  opened  and  afU?r  di.iponinK 
of  one  axavi  of  bastardy,  ailjournod  to  .VuKust  next. 

John  PEXKF.a,  Clerk." 

tThifl  also  formed  the  east  line  of  tho  county  of  Try  on 
at  that  timf. 
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court,  however,  there  were  several  justices 
of  the  peace,  appointci  under  the  niithority  | 
of  New  York,  who  resided  in  the  county; 
and  when  any  of  thej^e  attempted  to  exercise  | 
their  powers  as  maeisir.ites.  they  were  chas-  j 
tised  and  driven  otf  by  tlie  settlers.    Indeed,  I 
the  settlers  under  New  Hampshire  took  law  ; 
and  justice  into  their  own  hands,  in  spite  of  ! 
the  civil  magistrates  and  shoritls  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Charlotte,  or  any  aid  they  could  bring  ■ 
to  their  assistance.    This  is  clearly  shown  by  ; 
the  arrest  and  trial  of  civil  magistrates  and 
their  abettors,  as  abundantly  appears  in  the  ; 
lilstorical  records  of  those  times  :  such  as  the  j 
case  of  Benj.  Hough,  a  justice  of  the  county,  j 
who  was  brought  to  trial  before  what  Ethan  1 
Allen  was  pleased  to  style  the  judgment  scat,  ; 
convicted  of  course,  and  sentenced  to  the  or-  | 
dinary  punishment  of  the  beach  seal  and  ban-  ! 
ishment  from  the  territory;  which  sentence! 
was  carried  into  effect ;  also  of  Dr.  Adams  i 
ot  Landlord  Fay' s  sijn-post  and  catamount  noto- 
riety, and  the  punishment  and  driving  off  of 
many  other  persons  ;  and  the  breaking  up  of 
the  settlements  of  Durham,  Socialborough, 
and  other  places  on  Otter  creek-,  held  under 
New  York  titles  —  all  which  incidents  follow- 
ed each  other,  with  similar  demonstrations 
in  the  chasing  and  driving  off  the  surveyors 
and  other  functionaries,  who  presumed  to  act 
under  the  authority  of  New  York.     These  j 
bold  and  energetic  measures  of  the  N.  H.  | 
grantees,  virtually  extinguished  the  jurisdic-  j 
tion  of  Charlotte  county  over  them,  and  re-  | 
suited  in  the  notion  that  they  were  capable  j 
of  eatablishing  and  maintaining  a  government  ; 
of  heir  own,  as  the  best  method  of  settling  | 
the  question  of  jurisdiction  between  New  I 
York  and  New  Hampshire.*  j 
After  this  resolve  of  the  grantees  had  been  i 
acted  upon  in  a  convention  of  delegates,  i 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  the  disputed  ter- 1 
ritory  had  been  declared  a  free  and  indcpen-  \ 
dent  state,  under  the  name  of  Vermont. f  and  ' 
a  separate  state  government  initiated,  the  new  \ 
legislative  body  proceeded  to  divide  tlie  state  i 
into  counties,  without  reg;\rd  to  any  previous  I 
county  organizations  tm  ler  New  York.    On  ! 
the  11th  of  February,  177'K  they  divided  the  1 
state  into  two  counties.  Bennington  on  the  \ 

•To  keep  up  a  show  of  jnrijsdiciioa  over  this  section  of  j 
the  country,  the  state  of  .\»'nv  Y<.rk,  bowcv.T,  rh  late  as  | 
March  7,  17S8  — even  aftiT  the  county  of  Chitt-'n.i.-n  was 
incorporated  —  ra°*'-<l  an  "'"t  rt-Nmintins  the  ri)un;n-s  of  ; 
fumberlami  and  (^loiKHwt.T.  and  dividing'  fh^  crmntr  of  \ 
Charlotte  into  two  cnunticf.  by  tht*  name  of  Wa-hinctoa  I 
and  Clinton.  We  th"U.  und>T  .New  York  aiilhcirity,  j 
formed  a  part  of  the  c»>unt  y  of  t'dulou  —  hut  thni  autlior-  | 
ity  wa*  a  dead  letter,    .-^-f     '■''V''  I^iu  tqf        Yurk,  lUh  j 

t  Jan.  16, 1777.  I 


west,  and  Cumberland  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain;  both  extending  from  Massachu- 
setts to  the  province  line.  Bennington  was 
bounded  (»n  the  west  by  the  west  line  of  the 
state  up  to  the  line  of  Canada;  thence  east 
on  said  line  oL>  miles;  "thence  southerly  ia 
a  direct  line  to  the  north  east  corner  of  Wor- 
cester; thence  southerly  on  the  east  line  of 
Worcester,  Middlesex,  and  Berlin,  to  the 
south  east  corner  thereof ;  thence  on  a  straight 
line  to  the  north  west  corner  of  Tunbridge, 
and  thence  to  the  south  west  corner  thereof; 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  north  west 
corner  of  Bradford;-^  thence  in  the  westerly 
line  of  Bradford  and  Bridgewater,  to  the 
south  westerly  corner  thereof;  thence  south- 
erly in  a  straight  line  to  the  north  east  cor- 
ner of  Shrewsbury,  and  thence  to  the  south 
east  corner  thereof ;  thence  west  to  the  north 
east  corner  of  AVallingford ;  thence  southerly 
oia  the  east  lines  of  Wallingford.  Harwick, 
Brumley,  W'inLall,  and  Straiton,  to  the 
south  easterly  corner  of  the  latter;  ihence 
southerly  on  the  west  line  of  Somerset  to  the 
south  west  corner  thereof;  theace  southerly 
to  the  north  vrest  corner  of  Draper;  thence 
southerly  in  the  west  lines  of  Draper  {now 
Wilmington),  and  Cumberland  (now  Whiting- 
ham),  to  the  north  line  of  the  3Iassachuse:i3 
bay;"  and  Bennington  and  llutlaud  were  con- 
stituted half  shires  of  the  county. 

W' e  were  only  two  years  under  the  juris- 
diction of  Bennington  county,  before  we 
were  separated  from  our  good  cousins  there, 
with  v.'hom  we  had  been  associated  in  so 
many  hard  trials.  We  cherish  as  a  part  of 
our  own  history,  how  the  Bennington  boys 
rescued  our  brave  Bakerf  from  the  hands  of 
the  New  York  kidnappers;  and  how  many 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Chittenden  county 
were  made  up  of  those  intrepid  men.  who 
stood  together  in  the  defence  of  their  persons 
and  property  at  Bennington,  against  ^ro<-//7n- 
ations,  posse  comitattis,  strord-*  and  bauonet)', 
guns,  pitchforks,  and  various  other  imple- 
ments of  war,  both  of  paper  and  steel;  the 
same  men  who  fought  shoulder  to  shouWer, 
also,  with  the  enemies  of  our  common  country 
at  Willoomsuck,  in  the  defence  of  their  wives 
and  children,  and  firesides,  reaping  the  vic- 
tory and  the  joy  together.  We  cherish,  aI«o, 
as  a  part  of  our  history,  how  our  own  Ira  Al- 
len, the  youthful  pioneer  of  Chi;  teuden  coun- 
ty, and  Thomas  Chittenden,  one  of  our  earliest 
settlers  in  the  county,  and  tirst  governor  of 
the  state,  the  latter  the  head,  anil  the  former 
the  soul  of  the  old  council  of  safety,  labored 
*  Barnard. 

t  Baker  came  from  R'aningtoa  county. 
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with  their  brethren  in  tho  county  of  Benning- 
ton, for  the  protection  of  the  people,  and  the 
independence  of  tho  state.  How  for  many  a 
day,  month,  and  year,  they  worked  together, 
in  ihnt  orii/ouil  self-created  bodi/,  with  no  fixed 
government,  or  code  of  hnvs,  lor  their  jjuide; 
but  acted,  and  acted  justly  too,  on  the  time 
honored  maxim  of  the  Roman  law,  ^alus  pnpuli 
suprema  lex  ;  arbitrary  and  despotic  as  it  was — 
S  maxim  as  sound  to  day,  in  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  in  its  efforts  to  preserve  the  safe- 
ty of  the  Union,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Jus- 
tinian, or  in  the  council  chamber  at  Landlord 
Fay's  in  Bennington,  in  the  days  of  the  Ke- 
volution. 

With  all  these  early  associations,  it  may 
well  be  supposed,  that  we  parted  reluctantly 
with  our  Bennington  friends  —  but  like  other 
young  adventurers,  we  had  gained  suthcient 
strength  to  set  up  for  ourselves,  and  conse- 
quently left  the  old  homestead.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  Otter  creek,  the  lake  bhore,  and 
Onion  river,  in  short,  all  of  the  people  re- 
siding on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain 
north  of  the  present  county  of  Bennington, 
united  in  applying  for  a  new  county  ai  the 
October  session  of  the  legislature  of  Ver- 
mont, 1780,  to  be  called  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

At  that  same  session  of  the  legislature,  a 
bill  was  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the 
house,  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  county 
as  follows :  •  "  The  territory  or  district  of  land 
hereafter  described  (viz):  beginning  at  the 
"^outh  west  corner  of  Pollet ;  thence  north  on 
the  west  line  of  this  state  to  latitude  4o  de- 
grees; thence  on  Canada  south  line  to  the 
north  west  corner  of  the  county  of  Glouces- 
ter (formerly  known  by  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland) ;  thence  south  on  Bennington  coun- 
ty line  (formerly  so  called)  to  the  north  east 
corner  of  the  town  of  Bromley  (Peru) ;  thence 
west  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds;  to  be 
known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton." The  bill  passed  Nov.  1780,  both  by 
the  assembly  and  council,  but  under  the  re- 
commendations of  tho  council  it  was  to  be 
printed,  and  not  put  upon  record,  until  after 
the  next  session  of  the  assembly.*  At  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature  holden  at 
Windsor,  a  new  bill  was  passed,  Tcb.  10, 
1781,  by  which  the  name  of  Washington  was 
changed  to  Rutland. 

The  old  county  of  Rutland  as  described  in 
the  above  boundaries  kept  itself  together  for 

•Record  indorsed  upon  tholfillr  "In  Kfn<"r«l  fi.«.*«»mhlj', 
BennlngtoQ,  Nov.  8. 17S0  Thn  counril  hnviu«  nMUJi'stwl 
thftt  the  above  bill  niiwibt  b<'  )irii»tetl,  and  not  put  ou  Re- 
cord uutil  after  the  next  hcmuu  of  tli«  a.-^-eiul'l  s ,  it  wuli 
accordingly  passed.  Atu-st  — Koswell  llopltitts,  Ckrk." 


4  years,  8  months,  and  5  days  ;  durincr  which 
time  the  courts  were  held  at  Tinmouth. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  .Vbrahata 
Ives,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  llutlnruj. 
sold  such  large  quantities  of  land  at  publio 
vendue,  for  the  collection  of  taxes;  and  many 
titles  in  the  county  of  Chittenden  are  now 
held  under  that  sale.  The  sale  was  made  in 
a  very  loose  and  imperfect  manner,  hardly  in 
any  respect  answering  the  formalities  and 
requirements  of  the  law;  yet  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  the  court  determined  to 
establish  the  sale  as  valid,  and  it  became  tho 
origin  of  title  to  a  vast  amount  of  land,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  mountain.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  county  of  Rutland  continued  ra- 
pidly to  increase,  especially  along  the  streams 
and  borders  of  the  lake,  up  to  the  province 
line ;  and  the  convenience,  as  well  as  the  in- 
terest of  parties,  required  a  more  economi- 
cal mode  of  settling  their  disputes,  than  mak- 
ing a  semi-annual  pilgrimage,  with  their  law- 
yers and  witnesses,  to  attend  the  trial  of  their 
causes  at  Tinmouth.  To  obviate  this  difficul- 
ty and  meet  the  reasonable  requirements  of 
the  increasing  settlements  at  the  north,  the 
legislature  of  the  state  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1785, dismembered  the  old  county  of  Rut- 
land of  most  of  its  territory,  and  incorporated 
a  new  county,  by  the  name  of  Addison. 

The  boundaries  of  the  county  of  Addison 
as  described  in  the  above  act  are  as  follows : 
"Beginning  at  the  north  west  corner  of  tho 
township  of  Orwell ;  thence  running  east- 
wardly  on  the  north  line  of  Orwell,  Sudbury, 
Brandon,  and  Philadelphia,  and  then  so  far 
east  as  to  intersect  the  west  line  of  the  first 
town  that  is  bounded  in  its  charter  on  some 
town  or  towns  which  are  dependent  for  their 
original  bounds  on  Connecticut  river ;  then 
northerly  in  the  westwardly  line  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  that  are  dependent  on  Connecti- 
cut river  as  aforesaid,  to  the  south  line  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  which  is  the  north  line 
of  this  state ;  then  westwardly  on  said  line 
through  Missisquoi  bay,  &c.,  to  the  centre  of 
the  deepest  channel  of  Lake  Champlain  ;  then 
southwardly  in  the  deepest  channel  of  said 
lake  till  it  intersects  a  west  line  from  the 
north  west  corner  of  said  Orwell ;  then  east 
to  the  bounds  began  at."-j- 

*The  writer  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  extracts  from 
the  above  act,  nhowing  iig  date,  boundaries  of  the  county, 
and  special  provisions,  from  Hon.  George  W.  liailey,  secre- 
tary of  state. 

t  act  of  Octnber  IS,  1785.  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  stnte.  Dr.  WilUams  and  Prof.  Thompson,  in  their  rc- 
sp«vtive  histories  of  Vermont.  Kive  tho  date  of  the  incor- 
V>orHti»n  of  AiMison  rounty  Feb.  27,  1787.  instciid  of  Oct. 
IS,  ITSj—  in  other  words  tbey  tooli  tben  i-i.s«i  act  of  17S7 
as  the  original  act  of  IncorporuUoa  iu  tiiia  caao.   As  well 


COUNTY  CHAPTER. 


ACS 


The  west  line  of  the  towns  dependent  on 
Connecticut  river,  also  formed  the  vre^l  line 
of  the  county  of  Orange,  as  then  established  ;  | 
except  Rochester,  which  lay  in  the  northwest  I 
corner  of  Windsor  county.    Soon  after,  by  the  I 
»ct  of  Feb.  27,  1787,  the  counties  were  re-  | 
bounded,  and  this  line  was  better  defined. 
It  was  then  described  as  passinf^  along  "the  } 
west  line  of  Rochester,  Kingston  (now  Gran- 
ville), Roxbury,  Nortbfield,  and  Berlin  to 
Onion  river,  then  up  Onion  river  about  LV 
miles  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Montpelier;  j 
then  north  36°  east  in  the  west  line  of  Mont-  j 
pelier,   Calais,  AVoodbury,    Hardwick,  and 
Greensborough,    to    the   northwest  corner 
thereof,  and  then  in  the  most  direct  course 
on  town  lines  to  the  north  line  of  the  state." 

By  the  act  incorporating  Addison  county, 
the  towns  of  Addison  and  Colchester  were 
made  half  shires,  and  the  courts  were  to  be 
held  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  March  and  2d 
Tuesday  of  November.  The  act  made  special 
provision  for  the  organization  of  the  county, 
by  making  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  and 
council  "to  appoint  the  county  otiicers  and 
commissionate  them  for  the  time  being,"  and 
limiting  the  number  of  judges  to  three  instead 
of  five  as  required  by  the  act  of  1781.*  John 
Strong  of  Addison  was  appointed  chief  jus- 
tice, Gamaliel  Painter  of  Middlebury  and  Ira 
Allen  of  Colchester,  assistant  justices,  Noah 
Chittenden  of  Jericho,  sheriflF,  and  Samuel 
Chipmaa,  Jr.,  of  Vergenncs,  clerk ;  and  no 
states  attorney  of  record  —  and  the  first  conrt 
was  held  at  Addison  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of 
March  1786. 

This  appointment  of  county  officers  and 
organization  of  the  court,  was  a  mere  tem- 
porary measure,  to  supply  the  vacancy  up  to 
the  following  March,  when  the  people  would 
elect  their  own  county  otTicers,  under  the 
general  law;  and  but  one  term  of  the  court 
intervened  (the  1st  Tuesday  of  March,  1786), 
which  was  held  just  three  weeks  before  the 
new  judges  and  county  officers  were  elected, 
which  election  took  place  at  the  annual  March 
meeting,  then  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 

mipht  tbej-  hHve  priven  the  pnmf  date  to  the  counties  of  } 
Benninirtnn,  Wimihiim,  Win  l-or,  Onn'-'o.  «n  i  Rutland. 
As  to  Addison,  the  error  wliirh  ori.;in;it<-il  with  Dr.  V>'\\-  | 
liams  doubtless  arose  from  the  Tid.  thiit  thi*act  of  ITn.'!  | 
did  not  come  to  his  notin-;  nnd  hp  nusiook  the  at  t  of  1787 
M  the  first  art  incorporntin;:  AMi-on  county,  wherpa.^  it 
pimply  mo-lifit-d  and  dctinwl  tin*  Ixiundnriiv  nioro  clearir, 
and  reor;;nnizpd  thecnunti.  ,«i  alr.-HJv  foniii'^l.  Mr.Thomp- 
Bon  aivsumcd  ihe  dfta  of  I)r  WiliiHrn-*  w  (■•irrect;  and  diil 
notdiecover  the  ml.-t:ike  until  uftcr  tJic  pulill.alion  of  his 
work.    The  act  of  KM  is  dr»«rn  up,  without  any  <j-prc<!f 
referen'-e  to  pr«M;xisliiii;  rountii-5,  and  purports  to  diviile 
the  state  into  six  countioi,  thn-e  upou  llic  tasl  and  three 
«pou  the  woot  >ide  of  the  ni(iui;t;un;  wherva*  all  of  said 
counties  hud  bevn  rr<-'>'i  '^J'l>'  cliurteix-d. 
•See  SlaU  I'apcrt,  pp.  «I-ti6. 


March.  At  the  meeting  in  March,  1780, 
the  act  of  1781,  requiring  fine  judges,  was 
still  in  force;  and  they  proceeded  to  elect 
John  Strong,  chief  justice,  William  Brush, 
Ililand  Hall,  Abel  Thompson,  and  Samuel 
Lane,  assistant  justices  ;  and  Gamaliel  Paint- 
er, sheriff;  Roswell  Hopkins  was  appointed 
clerk;  and  at  this  term  also  there  was  no 
states  attorney  ;  ^  and  the  second  term  of  Addi- 
son county  court  was  held  by  the  newly  elect- 
ed judges  and  county  officers,  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Capt.  Thomas  Buttertield,  in  Col- 
chester, on  the  2d  Tuesday  of  November, 
1780  —  this  being  the  first  county  court  held 
within  the  limits  of  Chittenden  county. f 

The  third  and  only  remaining  term  of  Ad- 
dison county  court  while  we  remained  a  part  of 
that  county,  was  holden  at  Addison  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  March,  1787,  where  tho 
same  judges  held  their  seat.s,  and  Seth  Storrs 
was  appointed  states  attorney  ;  but  there  were 
no  more  elections  of  judges  by  the  people. 
By  the  new  constitution  as  adopted  July  4, 
1786,  by  the  convention  holden  at  Manches- 
ter, and  ratified  by  act  of  the  legislature  of 
March  8,  1787  {'.),  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
general  assembly  and  council  to  elect  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  and  county  courts, 
sheriffs,  judges  of  probate,  and  justices  of  the 
peace ;  limiting  the  number  of  judges  both  of 
the  supreme  and  county  courts  to  three,  and 
tixing  upon  the  1st  day  of  December,  1787, 
and  annually  thereafter,  as  the  time  for  the 
county  offices  to  expire.  And  by  a  special 
act  of  the  same  date  (March  8,  1787),  "the 
county  officers,  then  in  office,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  remainder  of  the  ensuing 
year,  were  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
their  said  offices  until  the  Ist  day  of  Decem- 
ber (then)  next.":J; 

As  we  notice  the  complications  this  net- 
work  of  legislation  and  change  presented,  it 
is  not  strange  that  an  apparent  mystery 
should  hang  over  the  history  of  our  first  Ad- 
dison county  courts.  The  puzzle  as  to  the- 
holding  of  those  courts  before  there  was  a 
county,  and  the  jumble  of  judges,  both  in 
theii-  time  of  office  and  numbers,  have,  how- 
ever, had  no  foundation  in  fact ;  but  have 
arisen  from  errors  in  dates,  in  our  state  his- 
tories. 

But  our  connection  with  the  county  of  Ad- 

*  Credit  is  due  to  Dupald  Stew.irt.  T."\„  clerk  of  Addi- 
son county,  ftir  tbia  list  of  county  offlciTS. 

t  After  tho  county  of  Chitlen  fen  was  orKanized  tho 
courts  were  held  at  the  hoase  ot  ira  Aileu. 

tThe  clerkfi.  ?t-\t«-s  att.<rney!«.  and  amnty  tren'urprs, 
were  .appointed  l)y  th*?  ju  lire:i.  ^'eo  SUttni't  qf  Fil>ruary 
and  Mu  du  1>7.  publLoheU  at  >V indoor  by  llouuh  aui 
Spoouer,  p.  42. 
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«ii«<.n  on!v  coatiuueJ  for  the  term  of  two 
je»r»  ;  i»nil  Colchester  bad  not  the  honor  of 
bcMinp  tlie  courts  of  that  county  but  one 
term.  Ucfore  the  next  stated  term,  at  Col- 
chester, tho  county  of  Chittenden  was  set  off 
from  Addison  and  incorporated  into  a  dis- 
tinct county,  Oct.  22,  1787.*  It  then  em- 
braced all  the  territory  between  the  north 
lines  of  Ferrisburgh,  Monlvton,  Bristol,  Lin- 
coln, and  Warren,  and  the  province  line, 
was  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  west  line  of 
the  state,  which  followed  the  deepest  channel 
of  the  lake,  passing  east  of  the  Four  Brothers, 
and  west  of  Grand  Isle,  and  Isle  la  ^lotte, 
and  on  the  east  by  the  west  lines  of  North- 
field,  Berlin,  Montpelier,  Calais,  Woodbury, 
Hardwick,  and  Greensborough  to  the  north 
west  corner  thereof,  and  then  in  tte  most  di- 
rect course  on  town  lines  to  the  north  line  of 
the  state.  By  the  same  act  provision  was 
made  "  that  the  supreme  court  be  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  and  the  county 
courts  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  February  and 
second  Tuesday  of  November,  annually,  at 
Colchester  in  said  county  for  the  time  be- 
ing." It  also  provided  further,  ''That  all 
causes  now  pending,  or  writs  that  have  been 
or  may  be  served,  until  the  4th  of  No- 
•vember  next,  returnable  to  the  coi^ity  court 
of  Aduison  county  at  Colchester,  be  returned, 
heard,  and  determined  at  the  terra  of  the 
court  to  be  holden  at  Addison,  on  the  2d 
Tuesday  of  November  next.  And  all  causes 
appealed  from  Chittenden  county,  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  by  the  supreme  court 
in  Addison  county,  until  the  further  order 
of  the  legislature."! 

The  next  full,  however,  this  last  clause  of 
the  act  was  repealed  by  the  passaco  of  an  act 
Oct.  21,  1788,  rc:<toring  the  supreme  court  to 
the  county  of  Chittenden,  with  all  actions  and 
appeals  from  this  county,  pending  in  the 
county  of  Addison,  to  be  heard,  tried,  and 
determined  in  said  court,  to  be  holden  at  Col- 
chester, and  fixing  tho  stated  terms  of  the 
court  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  August  annually. 
The  supreme  court  held  two  annual  sessions 
in  Colchester,  commencing  ;\ith  August  term 
1789.  At  this  and  liic  succeeding  term, 
Nathaniel  Chipman  pre-i'ifd  jm  ciiicf  justice, 
and  Noah  Smith  and  Sauuit'l  Knight  as  assist- 
ant justices  ;  and  at  tho  third  term  hold  at 
Burlington,  Elijah  I'ainc  was  chief  justice, 

•Why  Dr.  Wlllinms,  anJ  Pr^f.  Tliomrwon  nhoiild  pivp 
the  date  of  tho  act  irn.iirporntiiiK  Chiisi  iulon  i-oimty,  Oct. 
22,  1782,in.stead  of  Got  JJ,  IT^T,"  nn  (int)untwl  for  only 
on  the  ground  of  a  cltrii-ul  ur  t)  i../.;rni)hic.-U  error. 

tSee  SUitiJes  of  V<rm",it  r-vw-cl  in  11^1.  and  fuWe- 
quent  acts  to  IT'.'l.  in^■lll^ivt•.  I'rmtwi  by  Anthony  Ilas- 
well  at  BennlDgton  in  IT'Jl. 


and  Samuel  Knight  and  Isaac  Tichrnor 
sistant  justices.    The  county  court  ln-ld  mz 
terms  at  Colchester,  commenciug  wiih  tU« 
February  term,  1788;  the  four  lir«t  term, 

j  (embracing  the  years  1788-17h'J),  .John  F;»»- 

j  sett,  Jr.,  of  Cambridge,  presided  as  chief  ju.i. 
tice,  and  John  White  of  Georgia,  and  .Samuel 
Lane  of  Burlington,  assistant  justices,  John 
Knickerbacor,  clerk,  Noah  Chittenden  of.Ji-r- 
icho,  sheriff,  Samuel  Hitchcock  of  Burlingion, 
states  attorney.  John  McNAl  of  Charlotte, 
was  judge  of  probate,  Isaac  McNeil,  register, 
and  Stephen  Lawrence  of  Burlington,  county 
treasurer.  The  next  four  terms  of  the  court, 
the  two  last  held  at  Burlington,  at  the  inn  of 
Gideon  King  (1790  and  1791),  John  Fassett, 
Jr.,  presided  as  chief  justice,  and  John  White 
and  John  McNeil  assistant  justices,  Martin 
Chittenden,  clerk,  Stephen  Pearl,  sheriff, 
Samuel  Hitchcock,  states  attorney  for  1790, 

j  and  William  C.  Harrington  for  1791,  Col.  Jon. 

I  Spaflford,  county  treasurer ;  and  the  county 
still  retaining  its  original  limits,  which  ex- 
tended over  the  counties  of  Grand  Isle,  Frank- 

i  lin,  Lamoille,  and  parts  of  Washington  and 
Orleans,  had  been  divided  into  three  pro- 
bate districts,  and  Matthew  Cole  of  Rich- 
mond, Jonathan  Hoyt  of  St.  Albans,  and 
Timothy  Pearl  of  Burlington,  were  appointed 
judges  of  probate,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. 

The  first  jury  trial  in  the  county  of  Chit- 
tenden after  its  organization,  was  at  the  Feb- 
ruary term  of  the  court,  1788,  being  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit,  in  favor 
of  John  Collins  vs.  Frederick  Saxton ;  in 
which  case  David  Stanton,  Jonathan  Bush, 
John  Doxy,  Alexander  Gordon,  John  Martin^ 
John  Chamberlin,  John  Fisk,  David  Whit- 
comb,  David  Warren,  Eben.  Barstow,  AVm. 
j  Smith,  and  Allen  Hacket,  were  empaneled 
as  jurors. 

By  special  act  of  the  legislature,  passed 
Oct.  27,  1790,  the  courts  were  removed  from 
Colchester  to  Burlington  —  fixing  the  session 
of  the  supreme  court  on  the  4th  Tuesday  of 
August,  and  the  county  court  on  the  last 
j  Tuesday  of  February,  and  last  save  one  in 
I  September.    The  county  officers  continued 
j  the  same  up  to  February  term,  1794,  when 
I  Martin  Chittenden  took  his  seat  as  one  of  the 
j  assistant  justices  in  place  of  John  White,  and 
1  Solomon  Miller  was  appointed  clerk,  which 
i  office  he  held  for  the  next  18  years  in  succea- 
j  sion  (save  the  year  1808  by  William  Barney), 
i  to  his  cre«lit  as  a  very  accurate  and  efficient 
j  officer.    And  until  1794,  the  same  juuges  of 

tho  supreme  court  presided. 
I    In  the  meantime  the  county  of  Chittenden 
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had  grown  so  mucli  in  its  business  and  popu- 
lation, that  it  became  its  turn  to  be  cut  down 
in  its  territory;  and  on  tbe  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1792,  a  new  county  on  the  north  was  in- 
corporated, by  the  name  of  Franklin.*  The 
lino  that  separated  Chittenden  from  Frank- 
lin county,  commenced  on  the  west  line  of 
Orange  county  (as  then  esiablished),  at  the 
north  east  corner  of  Worcester;  thence  west- 
erly on  the  north  line  of  Worcester,  Stowe, 
Mansfield,  Und^hill,  Westford,  and  Milton, 
to  the  waters  of  Lake  Chaniplain ;  thence 
across  to  the  north  of  South  Hero  by  the  deep- 
est channel  between  that  and  North  Hero; 
and  thence  on  to  the  west  line  of  the  state." 
But  the  act  that  removed  the  courts  to  Bur- 
lington, did  not  make  that  place  the  perma- 
nent shire  of  the  county  ;  and  after  the  divi- 
sion of  the  county  as  above,  it  seems  that  there 
was  a  controversy  on  the  subject  of  locat- 
ing the  county  town  and  buildings.  To  settle 
the  question,  a  special  act  of  the  legislature 
was  passed  Nov.  4, 1793,  "  appointing  Thomp- 
son J.  Skinner  and  Samuel  Sloan  of  Williams- 
town,  and  Israel  Jones  of  Adams,  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  a  committee  to 
fix  on  the  place  for  holding  county  and  su- 
preme courts  in  the  county  of  Chittenden  ; 
and  to  stick  a  stake,  for  the  place  of  building 
the  court  house."  The  decision  of  this  com- 
mittee resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the 
courts  and  court  house  at  Burlington. 

Since  the  permanent  location  of  the  county 
buildings,  however,  still  further  deductions 
have  been  made  from  the  original  limits  of 
the  county.  Oct.  20,  1794,  Starksborough 
was  annexed  to  the  county  of  Addison.  Nov. 
9,  1802,  the  county  of  Grand  Isle  was  incor- 
porated, and  the  towns  of  Grand  Isle  and 
South  Hero  and  adjacent  islands,  were  set  off 
to  form  a  part  of  that  county. f  In  addition, 
the  county  of  Jefferson  (now  Washington) 
was  incorporated  Nov.  1,  1810,  and  the  towns 
of  Mansfield,  Stowe,  Waterbury,  Duxbury, 
Fayston,  Waitsfield,  Moretown,  Middlesex, 
and  Worcester,  were  taken  from  the  county 
of  Chittenden,  to  form  a  part  of  that  county. 
In  1839,  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Mans- 
field was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Underbill, 
and  reannexed  to  the  county  of  Chittenden, 

♦Franklin  county  -was  not  oroanU^d  until  1796, 

tThe  line  between  the  counties  of  Chitttndpn  and  Ornnd 
Isle,  i3  a  continuation  of  tlie  line  from  .Mi^.-is^iuoi  bay, 
"southerly  through  the  r«ntn3  of  the  waters  of  Marqunm 
Bay  (as  near  as  may  Inr)  but  po  far  <'a.st  as  to  includo  But. 
Itrr's  i.«Iand,  Kniuht's  islanii.  Wood  s  isl.ind,  and  t^avace 
Island"— in  Grand  Islo  county— "  ihenoe  southerly 
through  tbe  waters  of  [.ako  L'haniplnin,  to  a  point  equi- 
distant b4'tween  the  south  point  of  South  Hero  and  Col- 
chester point;  theuce  wtdterly  to  thti  we«t  ILnu  of  the 
■tAte." 


Thus  after  such  a  series  of  changes  from 
the  old  county  of  Albany  —  the  first  that 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  us  —  we  have  set- 
tled down  at  last  to  our  present  narrow  li- 
mits, comprising  only  lo  towns,  all  told. 

But  one  instance  of  capital  punishment 
has  ever  occurred  in  the  county;  and  which 
indeed  was  the  first  in  the  state,  after  the 
regular  organization  of  its  government.  This 
was  the  case  of  Cyrus  B.  Dean  of  Swanton, 
who  Avas  indicted  for  murder  committed  Aug. 
3,  1808,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Chittenden 
county.  He  was  tried  at  a  special  term  of 
the  su|)feme  court  —  being  then  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  fact  as  well  as  law  — which  was 
convened  for  the  occasion  ;  and  commenced 
its  session  at  Burlington  on  the  13th  day  of 
August,  only  10  days  after  ihe  committal  of 
the  offence.  The  judges  of  the  court  con- 
sisted of  the  Hon.  Royal  Tyler,  chief  justice  ; 
Theoph.  Harrington  and  Jonas  Galusha,  as- 
sistant justices ;  Daniel  Sianiford,  sheriff; 
Wm.  C.  Harrington,  states  attorney;  and 
David  Fay  and  C.  P.  Van  Ness,  Esqrs.,  were 
assigned  by  the  court  to  assist  the  states  at- 
torney in  the  criminal  prosecutions. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  county  were  also 
specially  convened,  who  found  bills  of  indict- 
ment not  only  against  Dean,  but  against  his 
accomplices  —  consisting  of  Samuel  J.  Mott 
of  Alburgh;  William  Noaks,  Slocum  Clark, 
and  Truman  Mudget.  of  Highgate;  Josiah 
Pease  of  Swanton;  David  Sheffield  of  Col- 
chester, and  Francis  LcJyard  of  Milton, 

The  offence  committed  originated  in  a 
smuggling  transaction,  Avhich  resulted  in  a 
collision  between  the  smugglers  and  the  cus- 
tom house  officials,  on  the  Winooski  river; 
about  ^  mile  below  tlie  then  dwelling  house 
of  Majory  Joys  on  Mr.  Pomroy's  meadow. 
The  smuggling  party  had  run  up  the  river  in 
a  boat  called  the  Black  Snake,  and  lay  at  a 
point  a  short  distance  below  the  falls;  they 
had  armed  themselves  for  defence  acrainst  the 
custom  house  department,  then  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Jabez  Ponninian,  collector  for 
the  district  of  A'erniont.  Measures  were 
taken  to  intercept  the  party  on  their  return 
down  the  river,  and  a  revenue  boat  or  bat- 
teau  lay  in  wait  for  them  at  the  place  above 
mentioned  ;  among  the  revenue  party  were 
Jonathan  Ormsby.  Asa  Marsh,  and  Ellis 
Drake — the  two  former  were  stationed  oti 
the  Burlington  shore  of  the  river,  and  Drake 
with  others  remained  in  the  bafteau. 

As  the  boat  of  the  smugglers  came  down 
the  stream,  Mott  with  a  livrge  gun,  called 
the  H-aJl  piece,  tired  upon  (>nn>^l>y  .'Uid  Marsli 
with  fatal  effect,  killing  them  both  upon  the 
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spot,  the  otbers  of  the  party  tired  upon  the 
batteau,  killing  Drake  instantly,  who  fell  in 
Ills  boat.  The  smuggleri  were  arrested,  and 
public  excitement  was  so  great,  that  no  delay 
was  suffered  in  bringing  the  offenders  to 
trial.  Mott  and  Dean  were  convicted  of 
murder  —  but  the  judgment  in  the  case  of 
Mott,  the  most  guilty  of  them  all,  wa.s,  on 
motion  of  his  counsel,  arrested;  the  motion 
prevailed,  on  some  technical  points  of  law. 
He,  however,  was  held  in  custody  by  the 
court,  and  a  new  bill  of  indictment  filed 
against  him  for  manslaughter ;  upon  which  he 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  stantLin  the 
pillory  for  one  hour,  have  fifty  lashes  upon 
his  naked  back  at  the  public  v:hlppin<j  post, 
and  ten  years  imprisonment  to  hard  labor. 
The  other  accomplices  were  also  convicted  of 
manslaughter,  and  received  similar  sentences 
to  that  of  Mott.  Dean,  having  failed  in  his 
motion  to  arrest  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
■was  sentenced  to  be  executed  on  ihe  28th  of 
October  (1808),  but  was  reprieved  to  the 
11th  of  November  following;  when  the  sen- 
tence was  carried  into  etfeer. 

At  the  time  of  this  affair,  party  spirit  ran 
so  high  between  the  old  federal  and  demo- 
cratic parties,  not  only  in  the  county  of  Chit- 
tenden, but  in  the  state,  and  country  at  large, 
that  it  evidently  endangered  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice.  Indeed,  the  op- 
position to  the  measures  of  the  government 
then^  and  for  several  succeeding  years,  had  be- 
come so  strong,  that  the  laws  of  congress, 
especially  the  acts  regulating  the  customs  du- 
ties, were  treated  as  a  nullity  alonf;  the 
northern  border;  and  so  general  waa  the 
practice  of  smuggling  cattle  and  other  sup- 
plies into  Canada,  and  bringing  out  goods  of 
British  manufacture  in  return,  that  it  was 
regarded  less  as  a  criminal  than  a  justifiable 
act.  Then,  as  now,  there  were  men,  of  all 
political  parties,  who  thought  more  of  their 
pockets  than  their  patriotism  ;  who  were 
ready  to  sacrifice  the  very  government  that 
protected  them,  if  they  could  add  a  little 
more  to  the  bulk  of  their  filthy  lucre. 

Before  we  pass  by  our  brief  notice  of  the 
judicial  proceedings  of  Chittentlcn  county, 
it  is  but  just  to  remark,  that  the  courts  in 
this  county  have  always  been  distinguishctl 
for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have 
conducted  their  business.  T'Oth  the  jiulgcs 
and  members  of  the  b.ir,  ns  -.veil  as  the  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  court,  have  habitually  cul- 
tivated those  sentiments  of  respect  and  ur- 
banity towards  each  other,  that  ennobles  the 
legal  profession,  and  iii-[.ire-<  a  coufidonce  in 
the  integrity  of  legal  proceedings.    The  high 


order  of  men  that  marked  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  at  an  early  day,  has  contri- 
buted in  no  small  degree  to  this  interestinj^ 
trait  in  the  history  of  our  courts.* 

Having  made  allusion  to  the  high  tone  of 
party  spirit  that  prevailed  during  the  occur- 
rences just  related,  and  up  to  1814,  it  ii 
deemed  proper  here  to  notice,  that  the  people 
of  Chittenden  county  were  in  no  degree  be- 
hind other  sections  of  the  state  and  country 
in  the  virulence  of  their  political  animosities 
during  that  period.    Indeed,  so  far  was  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  with  England,  carried 
into  the  contest  between  these  rival  parties, 
that  it  became  the  chief  topic  of  contention, 
!  and  the  source  of  the  bitterest  enmity.  Fa- 
j  milies  and  friends  were  separated,  and  stood 
j  in  hostile  array  against  each  other  —  a  man's 
j  politics  was  his  passport,  or  his  mark  of  re- 
jjection,  at  his  neighbor's  door  —  and  matters 
i  went  to  such  a  pitch,  that  the  fear  and  dread 
i  of  civil  commotion  hung  heavily  on  the  minds 
I  of  the  more  considerate  portion  of  the  com- 
j  munity. 

i  The  administration  in  power,  elected  by 
i  the  democratic  vote  of  the  nation,  made  the 
;  repeal  of  the  British  orders  in  council ;  the 
!  safety  of  our  commerce  against  her  ships  of 
j  war,  and  the  surrender  of  her  pretended  right 
I  of  search  (claimed  by  England  as  a  part  of 
.  her  maritime  code,  but  more  properly  by  her 
!  maritime  will)  as  the  only  condition  of  peace, 
I  in  short  a  sine  qua  non.  The  opposition  to 
j  the  government  feared  the  consequences  of  a 
\  war  with  so  powerful  an  enemy  ;  and  more- 
1  over  detested  the  French  Imperial  govern- 
!  ment,  which  just  then  found  it  convenient  to 
I  I'ush  the  United  States  into  hostilities  with 
I  England,  This  opposition  was  powerful,  and 
j  contained  within  its  ranks  a  large  portion  of 
I  the  most  talented  and  eminent  men  of  the 
I  Union,  who  had  grown  up  with  the  old  federal 
j  party ;  and  their  wishes  were  to  withdraw 
I  the  demands  upon  Great  Britain,  and  put  off 
'  the  war  for  further  negotiations, 
j  On  this  question,  which  seemed  to  both 
'  parties  to  involve  in  its  results  the  greater 
i  question  of  our  independence  if  not  national- 
I  ity,  we  find  on  the  one  hand  in  the  county  of 
Chittenden,  such  men  as  C.  P.  Van  Ness, 
j  Nathan  B.  Haswell,  Jabez  Penniman,  Heman 
i  Lowry,  and  their  political  friends,  and  on  the 

i  'lu  lookin?  bnck,  we  find  amonp  those  who  haTepapFed 
t  off  thi  t'nnn  ttip  qUI  cinss  of  lawyers,  the  name.-»  of 

;  Klnatlinn  Ki-yex.  Wm.  c.  II;vrrinpton.  J«amuel  Hitchcock, 
]  (icM).  Kot.iiiMiiii,  Divviil  Kussoll,  Daniel  Kiirrand.  Cors.  I*.  ^  an 
;  Ness,  i:*nnti>ril  (Jixironib,  Uenjatnin  V.  IJaiioy,  Archilmld 
:  W.  Hyde,  W  iirreu  lAHmiis-,  Cli;i.s.  Athuns,  Hiinaii  Allen, 
I  Alvan  1  oofo.  .l:us  L  S;iw\.t,  Kri.-<1.  A.  .s,uvy.T.  .T>  hn  C. 
:  Thompson.  Wm.  A.  liri.swol.l.  John  •  KMrkii;.',  I'liineas 
'  Lyman,  TimoUiy  Follelt,  nnJ  Israel  P.  Richardson. 
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other,  Daniel  Farrand,  Cieorge  Kobinson, 
David  Kussell,  Martin  I  hitteuden,  and  their 
associates,  arrayed  npainst  each  other  —  and 
with  leaders  of  such  marked  intiuence  and 
ability,  it  is  no  matter  uf  surprise  that  the 
people  of  the  county  should  be  worked  up 
with  increasing  intensity,  as  the  decision  in 
congress,  on  the  question  of  pence  or  war, 
culminated  —  and  when  war  was  actually 
declared  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  an  explo- 
sion followed  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal 
party. 

At  a  convention  called  at  Williston,  at 
■wiich  Judge  Farrand  presided  as  chairman, 
they  denounced  the  administration  in  the 
highest  terms  —  tliey  passed  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions and  adopted  an  address  to  the  people 
of  the  county,  wherein  they  declare,  "that 
the  last  dreadful  appeal  to  arms  was  not  de- 
manded by  the  interest  or  honor  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  that  the  war  was  not  waged  to 
obtain  justice  from  Great  Britain,  but  to  aid 
the  cause  of  the  most  infamous  of  tyrants,* 
that  of  all  the  calamities  which  God  in  his 
wrath  ever  suffered  to  fall  on  the  head  of 
guilty  man,^"war  stands  preeminent;  that 
the  goverami^nt  which  shall  plunge  into  its 
horrid  vortex,  until  compelled  by  absohite 
necessity,  stands  guilty  in  the  sight  of  heaven, 
and  is  responsible  for  every  life  that  is  lost; 
that  the  time  has  at  length  come  when  silence 
becomes  criminal,  and  forbearance  pusillani- 
mous; that  the  military  power  is  vei^ted  in 
the  vilest  hands  ;  and  when  the  citizens  are 
threatened  with  being  tarred  and  feathered, 
the  elective  franchise  comes  as  a  rich  gift 
from  the  beneficence  of  heaven,  to  purchase 
our  deliverance."  j 

Such,  at  that  crisis,  was  the  fervency  of 
political  strife  and  party  warfare,  on  a  ques- 
tion of  mere  expediency  ;  upon  which  honest 
men  might  differ.  No  better  description  of 
the  state  of  public  feeling  can  be  given,  than 
that  shown  by  the  above  resolutions,  wherein 
the  graphic  language  and  stubborn  intellect 
of  Daniel  Farrand  are  so  plainly  seen.  But 
notwithstanding  these  two  great  political 
parties  were  arrayed  in  such  mortal  hostility 
against  each  other,  even  up  to  the  brink  of 
civil  war  and  blood  shed,  the  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism and  devotion  to  the  Union  burned  in 
every  soul  with  accustomed  fervor.  All  were 
ready,  when  the  hour  of  trial  came,  to  defend 
the  country  on  the  approach  of  external 
danger;  and.when  the  Briri.sh  army  and  tleet 
moved  out  of  Canada  to  IMattsburgh,  to  crush 

•Bonaparte. 

t  A  handbill  wns  circulalfl  nfttr  the  nioctin?:.  contniu- 
Ing  a  series  of  resolutions  uiid  an  ad.ir»>«  ul  li;ii..;th  to  Lho 
people— from  which  thu  abore  extract*  are  taken. 


our  defences  there,  and  invade  the  soil  of  a 
sister  state,  that  moment  the  bitterness  and 
clamor  of  party  were  hushed ;  and  so  far  as 
the  grounds  of  contention  were  then  concern- 
ed, were  hushed  forever. 

On  that  occasion  the  people  of  Chittenden 
county,  without  distinction  of  party,  and  in 
common  with  the  people  of  the  adjacent 
counties,  volunteered  their  services  to  repel 
the  common  enemy.  AVith  such  weapons  as 
they  had  at  command,  they  ruf^hed  from  their 
homes;  and  in  a  few  hours  from  the  first 
alarm,  they  joined  their  New  York  friends 
on  the  banks  of  the  Saranac,  in  the  defence 
of  the  passes  of  that  stream,  against  a  far 
superior  force  of  veteran  troops  —  and  they 
defended  them  successfully. 

During  the  previous  progress  of  the  war, 
however,  the  people  of  Chittenden  county  had 
been  more  or  less  annoyed  by  the  quartering 
of  troops  in  their  midst.     Burlington  was 
made  a  depot  and  place  of  rendezvous  for  the 
!  northern  army,  and  at  one  time  even  the  uni- 
versity buildings  were  turned  into  barracks 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops.  Gen. 
Hampton  organized  Lis  force  here,  in  the 
summer  of  1813,  intended  for  the  invasion  of 
Canada;  and  the  flotilla  upon  the  lake,  under 
j  the  command  of  Com.  !MacDonough,  at  the 
i  same  time  occupied  the  harbor.  Meanwhile 
I  the  British  gunboats  (July  30)  menaced  the 
I  town,  and  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  our 
j  batteries ;  and  Com.  MacDonough  as  soon  as 
j  he  completed  the  necessary  equipment  of  his 
I  vessels,  sailed  out  of  the  harbor  to  the  north- 
I  ern  part  of  the  lake,  and  offered  them  battle, 
this,   however,  they  very  respectfully  de- 
clined.   It  was  left  for  them  to  attack  our 
fleet  the  year  following,  and  suffer  the  signal 
defeat  that  resulted  in  the  loss  of  their  com- 
1  mander  and  his  whole  fleet,  except  a  few 
j  gallies.    It  was  on  this  occasion,  to  repel  the 
I  combined  naval  and  land  forced  of  the  ene- 
!  my,  that  our  people,  as  above  noticed,  flung 
away  the  weapons  of  party,  and  shouldered 
their  muskets  for  the  common  defence  —  and 
this  defence  was  heroically  made.    The  en- 
emy, consisting  of  14,000  land  forces,  fresh 
from  the  Peninsular  war,  and  trained  under 
the  ablest  generals  of  Europe,  were  held  in 
!  check,  until  the  fate  of  the  naval  engagement 
was  decided;  and  tlu'n,  as  they  fled  for  safety 
they  were  pressc<l  by  our  brave  men — and 
they  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
near  one-fifth  of  their  number. 

As  we  turn  Irom  our  notice  of  the  civil 
jurisdiction,  early  court<<,  and  violence  of 
party  in  the  county,  incident  to  the  war  of 
1812,  we  will  take  a  brief  survey  of  our  re- 
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ligious,  educational,  and  social  advaiitaces. 
These  great  interests  that  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  civilized  society,  are  so  intimately  blended 
and  connected  together,  that  they  may  be 
mentioned  promiscuously  —  as  parts  oi"  one 
great  whole.  Let  us  then  proceed  to  say, 
that  our  system  of  common  school  education 
which  has  more  recently  been  matured  and 
put  in  working  condition,  by  the  aid  of  Icj^i.^- 
lation  and  the  efforts  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion in  the  state*  —  is  not  only  appreciated, 
but  enjoyed  in  a  high  degree  by  tiie  people 
of  our  county.  Our  common  schools  are, 
as  a  general  thing,  well  sustained  —  and  we 
have  more  academies,  high  schools  and  union 
schools,  in  addition,  than  we  have  towns  in 
the  county.  Here  is  also  located  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont,  the  Episcopal  institute,  and 
several  institutions  of  a  subordinate,  but 
highly  useful  and  interesting  character. 

The  census  of  18G0  gives  us  20:2  schools  of 
various  kinds  in  the  county,  21u  teachers, 
and  4489  scholars  in  attendance.  Of  com- 
mon schools,  we  have  165  school  districts  and 
school  houses;  1G8  teachers  and  7177  schol- 
ars between  4  and  18  years  of  age  in  the  dis- 
tricts. We  have  21  academics,  high  schools, 
and  union  schools,  having  37  teachers  and 
806  scholars  in  attendance  —  the  female  sem- 
inaries included  —  and  beside  these  there  are 
several  select  schools.  The  university  has  a 
president  and  6  professors,  and  78  academi- 
cal students;  to  which  is  attached  a  medical 
college  with  6  professors  and  07  medical 
students;  making  the  whole  number  of  stu- 
dents attached  to  the  university  the  past 
season,  145. j  There  are  also  in  tlie  county 
20  public  libraries,  containing  in  all  22,700 
volumes,  of  which  10,000  volumes  belong  to 
the  university,  and  8200  to  towns  and  acade- 
mies, 1500  volumes  to  the  Phi  Sigma  so- 
ciety, 1400  to  the  Unitarian  institute,  ICOO  to 
the  Unitarian  society  of  Burlington,  and  17,- 
200  volumes  are  returned  by  the  census  of 
1860,  as  belonging  to  private  libraries.  The 
Episcopal  institute  has  a  president  and  two 
professors  and  from  30  to  lu  .students  includ- 
ing the  preparatory  school  —  having  been  but 
recently  flung  open  to  the  patronage  of  the 
public.  There  is,  moreover,  a  ('aihoiic  school 
at  the  convent  in  Burlin^'ton  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Catholic  church,  having  ordinarily 
over  200  pupils.  Beside  these,  there  are  oc- 
casional select  schools,  of  more  or  less  size 
and  importance,  for  nii.^icellaneuus  objects. 

We  find,  also,  that  there  are  58  resident 
•Of  which  J.  S.  Adamu,  Vm\  ,  U  the  acliva  and  efficient 
■ecretary. 

tTlic  number  of  stuJi-nts  has  lifrcn  ru'luccJ  itxiut  on» 
flfUa  by  enlistmenta  in  th*  roluDtocr  senric*. 


I  clergymen  in  the  county;  some  of  whom, 
I  however,  do  not  preach  statedly ;  viz 

Congregationalists,  16  Methodists,  8  Bapti-ts, 
I  5  Episcopalians,  3  Universalists,  3  Roman 
I  Catholics,  and  1  Unitarian,  There  are  also 
I  according  to  the  census  of  1860,  53  houHes 

of  public  worship:   15  Congregational,  14 

Methodist,  10  Baptist,  3  Episcopal,  6  Catho- 
:  lie,  4  Universalist,  1  Unitarian ;  and  in  most 
I  of  the  cases  the  pulpits  of  these  church  edi- 
I  ficcs  are  regularly  supplied,  either  by  settled 

or  resident  ministers. 

I     With  these  facilities  for  common  school, 
I  academical,  and  religious  instruction,  there 
j  are  in  addition,  published  in  the  county,  as 
I  the  means  of  general  intelligence,  three  week- 
ly and  two  daily  papers,  which  have  a  very 
general  circulation  ;*  while  the  city  papers 
and  periodicals  are  distributed  more  or  less 
i  in  every  town. 

j     These  not  only  supply  the  general  news  of 
the  day,  but  give  an  account  of  such  improve- 
ments as  are  deemed  worthy  of  note,  in  the 
various  departments  of  literature  and  science. 
With  these  advantages  for  the  instruction  of 
youth,  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
!  the  people,  there  are  also  established  in  all 
j  our  towns  sabbath  schools,  having  libraries 
!  and  teachers  assigned  them,  for  the  moral 
j  and  religious  instruction  of  children  ;  which 
i  justly    receive    very    great  consideration 
among  the  various  benevolent  institutions  of 
the  day. 

There  is,  meanwhile,  a  growing  sentiment, 
I  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  public  to  educate 
!  every  child,  however  poor  and  destitute,  so 
!  far  as  to  give  him  the  benefits  of  common 
I  school  education,  and  a  knowledge  of  his  du- 
i  ties  as  a  citizen  —  a  sentiment  iu  view  of 
I  passing  events  that  grows  more  and  more 
important.     This    salutary    conviction  is 
strengthened  by  the  disgusting  practice  of 
mere   time-serving   politicians,    who  often 
j  work  themselves  into  power,  by  imposing  on 
j  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  freemen.  And 
I  in  view  of  the  future,  there  seems  to  be  no 
;  remedy  against  this  treasonable  practice,  but 
to  prepare  every  person,  who  is  liable  to  be- 
j  come  a  freeman,  to  understand   both  his 
;  rir/h(s  and  duties  at  the  ballot-box  ;  and  many 
question  whether  our  republican  form  of  go- 
!  vernmcnt,  can  otherwise  be  preserved.  The 
I  honest-hearted  foreigner,  is  not  prepared  to 
i  couiprehcnd  the  workings  of  our  system  of 
I  selt'-government,  or  the  mysteries  that  sur- 
1  round  him  in  his  new  character  as  a  citizen; 
[  and  he  is  exposed  to  the  impositions  of  un- 

I  •The  Xi,rlhcrn  S-ndnd  was  the  first  newspaper  «jta- 
'  bILihod  in  the  county,  in  ISOl. 
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scrupulous  men,  who  think  more  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  than  the  public  safety  and  honor, 
who  work  their  way  into  office  by  criminality 
and  the  contempt  of  law  and  authority , 

The  people  of  Chittenden  county,  however, 
as  a  general  thing,  are  devotedly  attached  to 
the  interests  and  institutions  of  the  stale  and 
general  government.  The  sacredness  of  the 
constitution  and  the  Union  is  seldom  ques- 
tioned ;  aud  we  have  living  evidence  that  our 
people  are  ready  to  make  any  sacritices,  even 
of  life  or  property,  to  support  them  unim- 
paired. 

When  the  contest  was  actually  initiated, 
never,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of  any  people, 
was  such  harmony  and  resolution  displayed  : 
old  party  opponents  shook  hands  together, 
and  the  feuds  and  animosities  of  the  past, 
vanished  as  the  mist  before  the  storm.  In- 
deed, every  other  matter  of  worldly  interest, 
was  absorbed  in  the  momentous  issue  at 
stake,  and  the  impatience  of  the  people  could 
hardly  be  restrained  —  even  the  delay  neces- 
sary for  organization,  seemed  too  slow  a  pro- 
cess: so  anxious  were  they  to  fall  upon  the 
rebels,  and  avenge  the  insult  they  had  given 
to  the  national  flag.  Soon,  however,  the  ex- 
citement of  the  moment,  as  it  were,  settled 
down  into  the  work  of  earnest  and  steady 
preparation.  They  contributed  money,  en- 
listed men,  provided  for  the  families  of  sol- 
diers, obtained  arms  and  equipments  from  the 
state,  and  near  twice  the  number  of  volun- 
teers necessary  to  meet  the  requisition  upon 
the  county  offered  their  services. 

To  conclude  this  cliapter,  it  may  be  proper 
to  notice  that  the  county  of  Chittenden  has 
furnished  a  goodly  number  of  persons,  who 
have  held  responsible  po.->itions  both  civil 
and  military  in  the  state  and  general  govern- 
ment. In  the  civil  department  of  our  state 
history,  no  name  stands  more  prominent  than 
that  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  lie  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  county  aud  became 
the  first  governor  of  the  state;  and  was  ever 
reverenced  by  the  people  of  Vermont,  as 
their  political  father.  lie  held  the  office 
of  governor  18  years,  during  which  time, 
as  well  as  before,  while  serving  in  the  old 
council  of  safety  —  his  sound  judgment  and 
sterling  integrity  of  piirpo.^e,  always  com- 
manded the  highest  contidciice.  Ira  Allen, 
even  earlier  than  CJov.  ("Littendon,  made  this 
county  the  field  of  his  large  business  plans; 
and  with  his  friend  Baker,  was  the  first  to 
open  the  county  to  the  atteiition  of  settlers. 
Allen  was  the  life  and  soul  of  Vermont  di- 
plomacy, during  her  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence ;  and  held  in  course  almost  every  office 


of  honor  or  truit  in  the  state,  except  that  of 
governor.  The  state  conventions  where  he 
generally  served  as  a  delegate,  were  as  often 
the  results  of  his  own  getting  up,  as  other- 
wise. He  draughted  the  Vermont  declara- 
tion of  independence,  the  bill  of  rights,  and 
there  is  more  evidence  than  can  be  attached 
to  any  other  man,  that  he  also  drew  up  the 
original  constitution  of  the  state.*  He  was 
a  member  and  generally  served  as  secretary 
of  the  old  council  of  safety  ;  was  several 
times  sent  as  delegate  to  Congress,  also  to 
the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  and  onco  each 
to  the  states  of  New  Jer>,oy,  Pennsyvania, 
Maryland.  Delaware,  ami  \'irginia;  commis- 
sioner to  the  British  army,  which  he  managed 
to  hold  in  check ;  and  afterwards  agent  to 
Canada,  to  form  a  commercial  treaty  between 
the  republic  of  Vermont  and  that  province; 
nine  years,  from  1778  to  1787  a  councillor  of 
the  state,  and  treasurer  for  the  same  length 
of  time ;  assistant  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
in  1779  and  1780  ;f  surveyor  general  of  the 
state;  major  general  of  militia;  and  nu- 
merous appointments  of  minor  importance. 
Martin  Chittenden,  after  holding  several 
county  offices,  was  elected  to  congress  in 
1803,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
for  the  ten  succeeding  years;  and  elected 
governor  of  the  state  in  the  years  1813  and 
1814.  Daniel  Farrand  was  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  1798,  and  assist- 
ant judge  of  the  supreme  court  in  1813  and 
1814.  Cornelius  P.  I  "(Z/j  was  three  years 
U.  S.  district  attorney,  collector  of  customs 
during  the  war  of  1812,  chief  judge  of  tho 
supreme  court  in  the  years  1821  and  1822, 
governor  of  the  state  in  1823,  1824  and  1825, 
commissioner  to  run  the  northeastern  bound- 
ary, and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain, 
under  the  administrations  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son and  Martin  Van  Buren.  John  C.  Thomp- 
son was  four  years  a  member  of  the  state 
council  and  assistant  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  in  1830.  Ihman  Allen  of  Colchester, 
was  marshal  of  the  state  from  1819  to  1823, 
member  of  Congress  from  1817  to  1819,  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Chili  from  the 
27th  of  January,  182:),  to  the  9th  of  February 
1828.  £zra  Jleech  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress  in  1819  and  again  in  182'>.  serving 
two  terms.  Ilernan  AlUn  of  Milton  was  elect- 
ed to  Congress  in  1S:'>2.  ami  also  reelected  at 
the  two  following  terms  —  holding  his  seat 
as  a  representative  six  years.    MlIo  L.  lien- 

*  See  biosrnphicnl  uotlc©  of  Irn  A  lion  in  the  IJistary  qf 
Colchester,  iu  its  refcreuce  to  iLU  suliject. 

t  Staff.  Papers,  p.  65-L  QiKrt.-'W et*  they  not  njwciftl 
courts  ? 
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neit  was  elected  assistant  j%(lge  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  I80S,  and  continued  to  1840 
inclusive ;  was  reelected  in  1832  ivnd  con- 
tinued to  October,  1800.  Asahel  Peck  was 
appointed  judge  of  tlie  state  circuit  court  for 
the  northwestern  district  of  Vermont,  and 
held  that  place  for  several  years  previous  to 
1857 ;  and  in  ISGl  was  elected  assistant  judge 
of  the  supreme  court. In  1703,  Samuel  Hitch- 
cock was  appointed  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Vermont,  and  held 
that  office  until  1801.  David  A.  Smallnj  of 
Burlington,  is  the  present  incumbent,  ap- 
pointed under  the  administration  of  Franklin 
Pierce.  George  P.  Marsh  was  elected  a  state 
councillor  in  1835;  chosen  a  repre.-^entative 
in  congress  in  1843,  and  held  that  place  until 
1849;  he  was  then  appointed  resident  minis- 
ter to  Turkey,  where  he  continued  six  years. 
In  1861,  he  received  the  appointment  of  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  Sardinia,  resident  at 
Turin  —  which  place  he  now  fills.  Henryj  B. 
Stacy  was  appointed  consul  to  Kivas  in  Russia 
in  1861.  Jacob  Collamer  s-pent  the  early  part 
of  his  life  in  this  county,  where  his  father 
resided.;  graduated  at  the  U.  V.  M.  in  1810, 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Windsor 
county;  held  the  office  of  assistant  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Vermont  from  1833  to 
1841;  was  member  of  congress  from  this 
gtate  from  1843  to  18  19  ;  then  appointed  post 


state  from  1829  to  1835,  and  again  from  1^  - 
to  1841.  John  Faasett,  Jr.,  was  counoillrr 
for  this  county  from  1787  to  1704;  Joha 
White,  1705  to  1797;  Solomon  Miller,  170Sto 
1801;  Noah  Chittenden,  1801  to  1811;  Wrj 
C.  Harrington,  1812  and  1813;  Solomon 
Miller,  ]814;  Truman  Chittenden,  IHi:,  ,^ 
1827;  John  C.  Thompson,  1828  to  1831;  .N\ 
Leavenworth,  1831  and  1832;  Wm.  A.  Gris- 
wold,  1833  and  1834;  Geo.  P.  Marsh,  IS;;:,. 

The  election  of  George  P.  Marsh  was  th«? 
last  before  the  organization  of  the  senate 
under  the  amended  constitution,  which  sub- 
stituted the  senate  for  the  old  state  council. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  es- 
tablishing the  senate,  two  members  were  al- 
lotted to  the  county  of  Chittenden  ;  but  & 
change  in  the  comparative  population  of  the 
county,  varied  that  apportionment  to  three, 
after  the  census  of  1850. 

The  first  senators  elected  under  the  new 
system  were:  John  Van  Sicklen,  Jr.,  and 
Ilarri/  Miller,  in  1836,  and  again  in  1837; 
Truman  Chittenden  and  Joseph  Clark  were 
elected  in  1838;  Lyman  Burgess  and  Joseph 
Marsh,  1839 ;  Thad.  R.  Fletcher  and  Joseph 
Marsh,  1840 ;  Thad.  R.  Fletcher  and  David 
French,  1841 ;  David  A.  Smalley  and  David 
French,  1842  ;  David  Read  and  Luther  Stone, 
1843  and  1844  ;  Harry  Bradley  and  Daniel  H. 
Onion,  1845  and  1846;  J.  Hamilton  and  Alex, 
master  general  under  the  administration  of  !  Ferguson,  1847  and  1848;  Lemuel  B.  Piatt 


Zachary  Taylor,  which  place  he  tilled  until 
the  death  of  the  president.  In  1855  he  was 
elected  to  the  U.  S.  senate  for  six  years,  and 
again  for  the  same  length  of  time  in  18GI. 
Joh7i  A.  Kasson,  the  present  first  assistant 
post  master  general,  is  a  native  of  Charlotte 
in  this  county  ;  graduated  at  the  U.  V.  M.  in 
1842;  admitted  to  the  bar  —  entered  upon 


and  Wm.  Weston,  1849  and  1850;  Heman 
Barstow  and  Albert  G.  Whittemore,  1851  ; 
Rolla  Gleason,  Ira  Witters  and  John  Parker, 
1852;  Ira  Witters,  John  Parker  and  Henry 
S.  Morse,  1853;  George  W.  Benedict,  Rolla 
Gleason  and  Alanson  H.  Wheeler,  185-4;  G. 
W.  Benedict,  A.  H.  Wheeler  and  John  Allen, 
1855 ;  Martin  Wires,  Francis  Willson  and  Levi 


the  practice  of  the  law  at  Fort  des  Moines  in  I  Underwood,  1856  ;  M.  Wires,  F.  Wills 


Iowa ;  and  received  the  appointment  of  as- 
sistant post  master  general  iii  l^ol,  under 
President  Lincoln.  L  ucv.is  K.  L  htttitHiIcn,  in 
1801,  was  appointed  first  register  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which 
place  he  still  holds,  ^('■pfitn  A'n/es,  David 
Russell,  Jabez  Pennicuan,  S:unuel  Buel,  C.  P. 
Van  Ness,  Archibald  W.  Hyde,  William  P. 
Briggs,  Albert  L.  Catlin,  David  A.  Smalley, 
and  Isaac  B.  Bowdisii.  all  rc-idenis  of  this 
county  before  or  after  tlieir  appointments, 
have  each  held  the  oifice  of  collector  of  cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  \'crmont.  J/t-man 
LovDTy,  in  addition  to  Homan  .Mien  as  above 
noticed,  held  the  oiiice  of  marshal  of  the 

•Don.  Tuke  P.  PolanJ.  .hi«-f  juMictf  of  the  juprpnif 
court  of  Vtrmoiit,  b  a  euiUt«  of  VVcsUunl,  In  lh«  ccuaty 
of  Chittendea. 


on  and 

Lucius  E.  Chittenden,  1857;  L.E.Chitten- 
den, E.  D.  Mason  and  Josiah  Tuttle,  1858 
and  1859;  J.  H.  Woodward,  Asahel  Peck 
and  Elmer  Beecher,  1860;  J.  H.  Woodward, 
E.  Beecher  and  George  F.  Edmunds,  1861. 
Levi  Underu-ood  was  elected  lieutenant  go- 
vernor in  18G1,  and  is  ex-officio  president  of 
the  senate. 

LIST  OF  ATTORNEYS 
Admitted  to  Ciiittexdex  Couxtt  B.4r  srycE 

THE  OROANIZ.\TION  OF  THE  COUNTT. 

[Tlii^  lin  b«s  bwn  kindly  furnished  b)-  Asdrett  J 
IIow.inp.  iLi^.,  BS.«i.stnnt  clerk  of  the  county.] 

Tf:nif.  ADMITTED.  JfAME. 

September,  1709,  Albert  Stevens, 
February,    1800,  Paul  Dodge, 

Phineaa  Lyman, 


COUNTY  CHAPTER. 
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IKKJf.  ADMTTTKD, 

September,  1800, 
February,  1801, 


September,  1801, 
February,  1802, 


September,  1803, 
February,  1804, 

February,  1806, 
September,  1807, 
September,  1812, 


February,  1814, 

September,  1814, 
September,  1815, 
February,  1816, 
February,  1817, 
February,  1819, 
September,  1819, 
February,  1821, 

September,  1821, 
February,  1822, 
September,  1823, 
February,  1824, 


August,  1826, 

Adjourned,  1826, 
August,  1827, 


March, 

August, 

August, 

August, 

August, 


■March, 


1828, 
1828, 
1829, 
1830, 
1830, 


1831, 


March,  1832, 
August,  1832, 


March, 
August, 


1833, 
1833, 


August,  1834, 
August,  183a, 

63 


NAME. 

Moses  Fay 

Daniel  Benedict, 

Daniel  S.  IJantram, 

Philo  Berry. 

Morey  Woodworth, 

Thomas  Joues, 

Geor2;e  Robinson, 

David  Edmonds, 

Samuel  Ilolton, 

John  S.  Eldridge, 

Isaac  Webb  {ex.  but  no 
record  of  admission). 

William  Page,  Jr., 

Charles  Adams, 

James  L.  Sawyer, 

Archibald  W.  Hyde, 

Solomon  S.  Miller, 

Norman  Williams, 

Timothy  Follett, 

Timothy  Tyler, 

Henry  Hitchcock, 

John  N.  Pomeroy, 

David  French, 

Charles  XL  Perrigo, 
John  P.  Richardson, 

Andrew  Thompson, 
Luman  Foote, 

Jacob  Mareck, 

Gamaliel  B.  Sawyer, 

Jared  Kenyon, 

Joseph  Porter, 
George  Peaslee, 
Henry  Leavenworth, 
Warren  Hoxie, 
William  P.  Briggs, 
Richard  W.  Smith, 
John  Storrs, 
Boyd  H.  Willson, 
Irad  C.  Day, 
Frederick  G.  Hill, 
Theodore  Patrick, 
Henry  Lyman, 
E.  L.  B.  Brooks, 
William  Weston, 
Charles  F.  Deming, 
Alonzo  A.  Wainwright, 
Sylvanus  M.  Parsons, 
Hector  Adams, 
Asahel  Peck, 
Martin  B.  Mener, 
Sebastian  F.  Taylor, 
Walter  A.  Buckbee, 
W.  S.  Hawkins, 
Albert  Mason, 
James  E.  P.  Weeks, 
Samuel  L.  Bascomb, 
George  F.  Warner, 
Leonard  Whitney, 


TERM. 

August, 

March, 

August, 
March, 
August, 

August, 
November, 


May, 
May, 


October, 
October, 

March, 

March, 
October, 
September 


September 
March, 


March, 

September, 

March, 
September, 
March, 


May, 

March, 

March, 

November 
March, 

March, 
March, 


September, 
April, 
September, 


ADMITTED.  !»AME. 

1835,  Horatio  N.  Wells, 
Austin  M.  Gould, 
1835,  Thaddcus  II.  Kendall, 
183G,  Gcorj;e  K.  Piatt, 
1837,  Charles  D.  Kasson, 

1840,  Romeo  Austin, 
Ira  B.  Pierson, 

1841,  George  H.  Peck, 

1842,  James  W.  Hickok, 
Aaron  B.  Maynard, 
Edward  Van  Sicklen, 

1842,  Benjamin  J.  Tenney, 
Edward  A.  Stansbury, 

1848,  Joseph  W.  Allen, 

Samuel  N.  Parmelee, 
Henry  Hale, 

1843,  John  Sullivan  Adama, 

1844,  Daniel  B.  Buckley, 
William  W.  Peck, 

1845,  Torrey  E.  Wales, 
Eleazer  R.  Hard, 

1846,  Bradford  Rixford, 
184C,  William  W.  Onion, 

1847,  James  H.  Allen, 
Edmund  H.  Bennett, 
Elisha  F.  Mead, 
David  B.  Northrop, 
Guy  C.  Prentiss, 
Samuel  D.  Wing, 
Samuel  Wells, 

1848,  James  O'Grady* 

1849,  George  F.  Bailey, 
Franklin  D.  Colton, 
George  F.  Edmunds, 

1850,  Carolus  Noyes, 
Thaddeus  D.  Isham, 

1850,  Hirum  Stevens, 
Luther  L.  Dixon, 

1851,  William  M.  Miller, 

1852,  B.  E.  B.  Kennedy, 
1S53,  E.  C.  Palmer, 

William  G.  Shaw, 
P.  M.  Sayles, 

1854,  Wyllys  Lyman,  Jr., 

1855,  John  B.  Wheeler, 
185G,  E.  P.  Hill, 

Samuel  H.  Reed, 

1856,  Russell  S.  Taft, 

1857,  Frederick  II.  Waterman, 
William  W.  Walker, 

1858,  Charles  I.  Alfjer, 
1860,  Asa  R.  Burleson, 

Cornelius  W.  Morse, 
1860,  George  W.  Kennedy, 

S.  H.  Davis, 
ISGl,  George  Allen,  Jr., 
James  R.  Hickok, 
ISGl,  Henry  H.  Talcott. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 
Chittendtn  County,  Incorporated  October  22,  1787. 


Nftmes  of  Towns  in 

Dates 

of  Grants 

r3 
a 

TT  a 

No.  Inhabitants. 

Ratable  Property. 

the  County. 

or  Charters. 

^  a 
u 

-<  * 

In  1791. 

In  1860. 

In  1791.* 

In  1860. 

June 

7.  1703, 

23,040 

88 

645 

$588.33 

$117,413 

June 

7,  17C3, 

23,040 

332 

7,713 

4,193.33 

2,029,754 

4,273 

None. 

35 

None. 

Not  return. 

June 

14,  1702, 

24,090 

635 

1,589 

9,225.43 

574,200 

June 

7,  1703, 

«iu,uuu 

137 

3,041 

1,705.00 

641,238 

Juns 

7,  1703, 

23,040 

354 

1,906 

4,959.16 

500,245 

June 

21,  1701, 

23,040 

454 

1,702 

5,659.16 

620,717 

June 

7,  1703, 

23,040 

167 

862 

1,411.66 

254,014 

June 

8,  1703, 

25,668 

381 

1,669 

5,750.96 

531,074 

June 

8,  1763, 

27,616 

282 

1,963 

3,470.00 

673,976 

By  Act  of  Le^r., 
1794,  Oct.  27, 

Fr.  oth, 
towns. 

Not  inc. 

1,400 

Not  inc. 

416,212 

Shelburne,  

Aug. 

18.  1703, 

15,120 

389 

1,178 

6,359.33 

408,842 

Aug. 

18,  1703, 

2,200 

57 

121 

Not  return. 

41,304 

Underbill,   

June 

8,  17G3, 

23,040 

65 

1,637 

(( 

347,810 

June 

3.  1703. 

23,040 

63 

1,231 

{< 

381,454 

June 

7,  1763, 

23,040 

471 

1,479 

7,353.33 

457,628 

28,171 

$50,675.72 

$7,845,941 

Population  of  the  teveral  Toictu  in  Chittenden  County  at  each  Census  since  1791  inclusive, 
showing  the  Lost  and  Gain  in  each  Town. 


Towns. 

1791. 

1800. 

1810. 

1820. 

1830. 

1840. 

1850. 

1860. 

8S 

219 

249 

306 

452 

470 

602 

645 

332 

815 

1,690 

2,111 

3,226 

4,271 

17,585 

7,713 

18 

18 

35 

G35 

1,231 

1,679 

1,526 

1,702 

1,620 

1,634 

1,589 

137 

347 

657 

960 

1,489 

1,739 

2,575 

3,041 

354 

729 

957 

1,089 

1,664 

1,824 

2,052 

1,906 

454 

933 

1,238 

1,332 

1,669 

1,682 

1,834 

1,702 

167 

405 

514 

732 

929 

914 

885 

862 

3K1 

728 

1,185 

1,219 

1,654 

1,684 

1,837 

1,669 

282 

780 

1,548 

1,746 

2,100 

2,136 

2,451 

1,963 

Not  in. 

718 

935 

1,014 

1,109 

1,054 

1,453 

1,400 

723 

987 

936 

1,123 

1,089 

1,257 

1,178 

57 

05 

28 

120 

135 

121 

127 

121 

f.5 

212 

490 

633 

1,052 

1,441 

1,599 

1,637 

03 

048 

1,107 

1,025 

1,290 

1,352 

1,458 

1,231 

47, 

830 

1,185 

1.246 

1,608 

1,554 

1,669 

1,479 

3,875 

9.395 

14.449 

15,995 

21.202 

22,969 

29,054 

28,171 

•The  appraisal  of  raUblo  pnn>«rty  In  1791  wa«  carried  out  la  pouDils,  ahilliiiKB  and  pence,  the  cnrrencj  of  that 
day— the  suma  ar«  here  enuml  iu  dollara  and  conta. 

t  Population  in  the  Ttilatce  »t  ih\a  cenauB,  6,110;  and  In  the  re«t  of  the  town.  1,475. 
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MILITARY  CHAPTER. 

[Continued  from  p.  •45'i.] 

CHITTENDEN  COUNTY. 

BY  HON.   nAVII)  KEKU. 

There  area  few  individuals  who  are  iden- 
tified with  the  history  of  tlie  county,  as  resid- 
ent or  native  born  citizens,  that  have  been 
appointed  to  responsible  positions,  and  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  military  life. 
And  first  among  these  stands  Gen.  Ethan 
Allen,  whose  history  is  familiar  to  all.  Ver- 
mont has  adopted  him  as  the  acknowledged 
hero  of  her  early  times,  when  her  days  were 
darkest,  and  her  hopes  rested  more  on  the 
decision  and  valor  of  her  leaders,  than  on 
her  own  strength.  Allen  was  suited  to  the 
occasion,  and  enjoyed  the  rough  sea,  when 
Vermont  cut  herself  loose  from  the  claims  of 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  and  declared 
her  own  independence.  Ethan's  life,  the  less 
important  of  the  two,  is  better  known  than 
that  of  his  brother  Ira.  His  fearless  and 
bold  disposition,  made  him  the  terror  of  his 
enemies,  and  the  idol  of  his  friends  —  this  in- 
deed commends  him  more  to  the  favor  of  the 
public,  than  his  qualities  as  a  man;  but  his 
capture  of  Ticonderoga,  and  partizan  warfare 
among  the  Green  mountains,  justly  gave  him 
renown.  He  spent  only  the  two  last  years 
of  his  life  in  this  county,  and  died  on  the  11th 
of  February,  1789.  Roger  Enos,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Ira  Allen,  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
in  this  county  —  he  resided  with  his  daughter 
in  Colchester,  where  he  died  in  1808.*  He 
rose  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  the 
continental  service,  and  major  general  of 
Vermont  militia.  He  commanded  the  rear 
division  of  Arnold's  perilous  expedition  up 
the  Kennebec  river,  on  his  way  to  Quebec; 
but  after  much  suffering  he  left  Arnold  to 
pass  on  down  the  Chaudiere,  and  returned 
with  his  command.  He  also  commanded  the 
American  troops  stationed  at  Casileton,  while 
St.  Leger  occupied  Ticonderaga ;  and  was  in 
the  secret  of  the  clever  negotiations  of  Chit- 
tenden, Allen,  and  Fay,  with  the  British  au- 
thorities. Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock  is  a  grand- 
son of  Ethan  Allen  and  son  of  ilie  Hon.  Sam- 
uel Hitchcock  of  Burlington.  He  graduated 
at  West  Point,  entered  the  U.  S.  army,  and 
has  risen  by  his  merits  as  an  officer,  to  the 
position  of  major-general  in  tlie  i^ervice, 
which  appointment  he  has  recently  received. 

Horace  B.  Sawyer,  a  native  of  the  county, 
distinguished  liirns-elf  as  a  brave  naval  otHcer, 
particularly  at  the  long  and  severe  battle  be- 

•Se©  biogmi'liioal  notice  of  hiui  in  the  hlilory  of  Col- 
ebeater  in  next  number. 


tween  the  Growler  and  Eagle,  and  the  British 
gunboats,  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  June,  1813, 
and  afterwards  on  board  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion in  1815.  For  his  meritorious  services 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  in 
the  navy,  which  office  he  held  until  his  death. 
It  is  but  just  to  Capt.  Sawyer  to  hold  him  in 
remembrance,  not  only  as  a  gallant  officer, 
but  as  an  accomplished  gontleman,  and  reli- 
able friend;  and  as  a  mark  of  the  high  esti- 
mation his  own  state  placed  upon  his  serv- 
ices in  the  navy,  and  of  his  character  as  a 
man,  the  legislature  of  the  state,  on  the  11th 
of  November,  1856,  passed  a  joint  resolution, 
tendering  to  him  an  elegant  sword  in  honor 
'"^of  his  valuable  services  and  good  conduct 
on  board  the  United  States  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, at  the  capture  of  the  Cyare  and  Levant, 
on  the  20th  of  February,  1815,  and  during 
the  chase  and  escape  of  said  frigate  from  a 
squadron  of  three  British  ships  of  war,  on 
the  12th  of  March,  1815,"  which  sword  was 
procured  and  presented  by  the  governor  of 
the  state,  in  compliance  with  the  resolve  of 
the  legislature. 

Gen.  Numan  S.  Clark  was  a  native  of  Bol- 
ton, in  this  county,  and  distinguished  him- 
I  self  at  the  battles  of  Bridgewater  and  Lun- 
;  dy's  Lane,  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  at  Cerro 
;  Gordo,  and  through  the  whole  series  of  bat- 
I  ties  in  Mexico,  as  one  of  the  bravest  of  the 
,  brave.  At  the  storming  of  Chepultepec, 
I  where  he  was  associated  with  Col.  Ransom 
:  in  that  heroic  achievement,  he  received  a 
j  sihot  through  the  body  that  came  near  ter- 
j  minating  his  life;  but  he  recovered,  and  af- 
i  terwards  went  to  California,  where  he  died, 
j  He  commanded  the  5th  reg  t  of  U,  S.  troops 
I  during  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  breveted 
a  brigadier  general  for  his  meritorious  serv- 
ices and  bravery. 

Rebellion  or  1861. 
Our  county  has  furnished  its  full  qvota^ 
both  of  men  and  means,  to  support  the  go- 
vernment in  its  eiFortg  to  crush  out  the  ex- 
isting rebellion.  When  the  contest  was  ac- 
tually initiated,  by  the  opening  of  the  rebel 
batteries  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  hopes 
of  peace  gave  place  to  the  dread  reality  of 
an  intestine  war,  our  citizens,  wiih  very  few 
exceptions,  flew  to  the  call  of  their  country, 
and  gathered  around  the  flag  of  the  Union. 
So  general,  indeed,  was  the  feeling  of  in- 
dignation at  the  purpose  and  movement  of 
the  traitors,  that  the  people  assembled  in 
every  section  of  the  county,  irrefpfctive  of 
partji,  and  under  the  inifnilse  of  the  wrong 
and  insult  that  had  been  inflicted  upon  the 
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country,  proceeded  at  once  to  make  prepara- 
tion to  give  their  aid  in  its  support  and  de- 
fence. And  in  due  tinjo  those  mustered  into 
service  from  here,  with  the  other  troops 
from  the  state,  were  on  their  way  to  the 
defence  of  the  c.-ipital.  One  regiment  only 
was  at  first  required  from  Vermont,  and  one 
company  from  the  county  of  Chittenden.  In 
10  days  a  company  of  volunteers  was  rai.-^ed, 
organized,  equipped,  mustered  into  service, 
and  on  the  way  to  their  place  of  destination. 
The  company  was  composed  of  young  men 
of  the  first  respectability,  who.  in  the  spirit 
of  true  patriotism  shouldered  their  muskets, 
and  left  their  college  classes,  counting  rooms, 
work  shops,  and  farms,  for  the  battle  field:"' 

Lift  of  the  Members  of  the  Burlington  Howard 
Guard,  Company  H,  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Vermont  Volunters : 

Commissioned  Officers. —  Captain  —  David  B. 
Peck,  Burlington  ;  Lieutenants — 1st,  Oscar 
G.  Mower,  Burlington ;  2d.  George  L  Ha- 
gar,  Burlington. 

^on-commissioned  Officers, — Serjrcants  —  1st, 
Loren  F.  Durkee,  Rutland :  John  R. 
Lewis,  Burlington  ;  3d,  Edsar  Pitkin.  Bur- 
lington; 4th,  IVilliam  L.  Harris,  Burling- 
ton. Corporals  —  li?t,  Hemau  f.  Allen, 
Burlington  ;  2d,  Emerson  H.  Liscum,  Bur- 
lington ;  3d,  Wm.  H.  H.  Peck.  Burling- 
ton; 4th,  Henry  C.  Tennant,  Burlington. 

Fifer. — Jackson  Isham,  Williston. 

Drummer. — Hiland  Hadloy. 

Privates. — Blinn  Atchison,  Jericho;  Frank  j 
L.  Austin,     Colchester;  Heman  Austin,  | 
Essex;  Clark  W.  Bates,  Essex:   Wm.  F.I 
Bancroft,  Burlington ;  Edgar  A.  Beach,  j 
Essex;    George   A.    Beebe,   Burlington;  | 
Henry  D.  Belden,  Burlington:  Tufil  Bis- 
aonnette,  Hine^burgh :   Henry  S.  Blake, 
Bellows  Falls;  C<iit  II.  r.osiwick,  Burling- 
ton; John  G.  Bostwii-k,  Hinesburgh  :  Geo. 
B.   Brinsmaid,    BurliuL-^ton ;    Gcri^c  W. 
Brown,  Richmond  :  Jiimes  Bruen.  Burling- 
ton ;  Peter  Carroll.  Wesifcrd  ;  Chester  W. 
Carpenter,  Hinesburgh:  Charles  W.  Car- 
penter, Burlington  :  George  Cha<e,  Esi^cx; 
Elam  A.  Clark,  Stowe  ;  Edward  M.  Curtis, 
Burlington;  George  E.  Davis,  Burlington  ; 
Henry  E.  Ellsworth,  Schuyler  Falls.  N.  Y. ; 
Charles  H.  Filer,  Burlinirton;  Heman  E. 
Foss,  Burlington  ;  S-don  W,  Fletcher,  Bur- 
lington;  Horatio  Frederick,  Burlington; 
Malcom  G.  Frost,  Essex;  Albert  Graham, 
Fairfax;  Patrick  HogHn,  Burlington  ;  Oli- 
ver M.  Holal)ird.  Shclburne  ;  Edward  A. 
Holton,  IkirliiiL'ion  ;  Augustus  S.  Ho]ikins. 
Burlington;  Hiram  J.  laham,  Williston; 


Edwin  11.  Kinney,  Burlington  ;  Edward  M. 
Knox,  Hinesburgh;  William  Loomis,  Bur- 
lington ;  Charles  D.  Marshall,  Hincsbur^^h  ; 
William  A.  Martin,  Hinesburgh;  Jan)os  E. 
McKowen,  Burlington;  Charles  U.  Mor^'e, 
Burlington;  Charles  H.  Mitchell,  Rich- 
mond; William  H.  Newton,  Burlington; 
Alfred  K.  Nichols,  Burlington  ;  Henry  C. 
Nichols,  Burlington;  Henry  I.  Parker, 
Jericho;  Clark  L.  Parks,  Burlington;  Jos. 
L.  Perkins,  Burlington ;  Hascal  M.  Phelpi^, 
Williston;  Rufus  Place,  Hinesburgh;  Je- 
rome V.  Prindle,  Ferrisburgh ;  James  M. 
Read,  Colchester;  Burrage  Pvice,  Burling- 
ton ;  Herman  Seligsen,  Burlington ;  Riley 
B.Stearns,  Burlington;  Orvis  H.  Sweet, 
Burlington ;  George  D.  Thompson,  Bur- 
lington ;  Charles  H.  Tuxbury,  Burlington; 
Edward  Walker,  Burling'^on;  Walter  H. 
Warren,  Burlington;  Benjamin  H.  W^eb- 
ster,  Stockholm,  N.  Y.  ;  Edward  P.  Whit- 
ney, Burlington  ;  George  1.  W^hitney,  Bur- 
lington ;  Hyman  G.  Willard,  Burlington ; 
Edward  B.  Weight,  Bradford. 
Total,  including  officers,  78. 

In  addition  to  those  who  were  actually 
mustered  into  service  with  the  company 
many  others  volunteered,  who  could  not  be 
received  because  the  full  number  had  been 
obtained.  Jacob  Green  of  Burlington,  went 
out  as  cook  for  the  officers,  and  was  present 
with  the  company  at  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel. 

The  1st  Vermont  regiment,  to  which  the 
above  company  was  attached,  was  placed 
under  the  command  of  Col.  John  W.  Phelps, 
and  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe;  and  soon 
after  its  arrival  there  it  moved  on  with  the 
Massachusetts  4th,  and  New  Y'ork  7th  regi- 
ments and  took  possession  of  Newport  News, 
where  it  rendered  important  service  in  the 
construction  of  the  fortifications  at  that  place. 
A  detachment  from  this  regiment,  including 
the  Burlington  Light  Guard,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  Washburn,  was  in  the 
action  of  Big  Bethel ;  and  unfortunate  as  the 
event  proved,  our  troops  displayed  that  firm- 
ness and  courage  worthy  of  veteran  soldiers, 
although  it  was  their  first  experience  on  the 
field  of  battle.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in 
this  battle,  Lieut.  Greble,  who  was  so  highly 
beloved  by  his  men,  and  who  had  engineered 
the  construction  of  the  works  at  Newport 
News,  foil  at  the  head  of  his  battery  ;  and 
Major  Winthrop  the  distinguished  writer, 
whose  pen  had  so  often  thrilled  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen  with  its  graphic  power,  alsa 
fell  in  front  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Vermont  has  sent  17  regiments  of  volun 
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teers  — 16  of  infantry,  and  1  of  cavalry  — 
being  her  full  proportion  of  the  immense 
armies  of  the  Union,  that  have  taken  the 
field  on  the  call  of  the  President.  About 
1700  volunteers  from  the  county  of  Chitten- 
den have  been  mustered  into  the  service; 
and  in  addition  some  HJO  more  have  enlist- 
ed into  the  regulur  army  from  the  county, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.*  Capt. 
J.  T.  Drew's  company  of  infantry  raised 
in  this  county  and  attached  to  the  2d  Ver- 
mont regiment,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Whiting,  was  in  the  battle  at  Bull's  Run. 
Capt-  Drew  and  several  of  his  men  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  shared  in  the  cruel 
treatment  of  our  officers  and  men,  who  were 
confined  iu  the  old  tobacco  house  at  Rich- 
mond. Drew  with  other  officers  who  had 
been  captured,  including  Col.  Corcoran  of 
the  New  York  69th  regiment,  were  removed 
from  Richmond  to  various  southern  prisons, 
until  exchanged. 

Luther  L.  Penniman  of  Colchester,  has 
recently  received  the  place  of  assistant  pay- 
master in  the  navy;  and  is  now  attached  to 
the  gun  boat  Kanawha,  which  is  cruising 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

We  take  pleasure  also  in  placing  upon  the 
records  of  our  county,  the  names  of  two  young 
men,  born  and  brought  up  among  us,  who 
are  at  this  time  engaged  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  L'nited  States:  George  M.  Blodgeti  and 
Henry  C.  Johnson  —  the  latter  twenty  Ziud.  the 
former  twenty-three  years  of  age.  They  en- 
tered the  naval  school  at  Annapolis,  and 
when  the  present  rebellion  broke  out  they 
took  their  places  on  ship-board  in  active  ser- 
vice. Blodgett  holds  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
and  has  hitherto  been  detailed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  gun  boat  Conestoga,  which  took 
an  active  part  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Henry  and  Fort  Donelson ;  and  is  now  at- 
tached to  the  flotilla  of  Commander  Davis  on 
the  Mississippi.!  Young  Johnson  is  master 
on  board  the  Tuscarora,  which  laid  so  long 
oflF  Gibralter,  watching  the  pirate  Sumter, 
and  ready  to  engage  that  formidable  vessel 
of  war,  if  she  could  be  found  outside  of  her 
hiding  place.  "We  shall  watch  the  career  of 
these  gallant  lads  with  no  common  interest. 

Gen.  Richardson,^  who  has  distinguished 
himself  so  often  upon  the  field  for  his  gene- 

•The  promise  number  not  asct-rUineU ;  but  wUl  probably 
exceed  the  above  sums. 

fTbc  death  of  this  pallnnt  youns  offiwr  occurrtxl  at 
Cairo,  III.,  Nov.  Cth,  IS'.J,  an<l  his  ol.iluary  will  appear  in 
the  history  of  his  native  town  —  HuntinA'ton.— £c/. 

tThe  biography  of  th«  late  Gen.  RK  bardjon,  who  ditnl 
of  wounJs  rc<X'ivciJ  at  ilic  buttlv;  (if  Antii'^mi,  will  app^^ar 
In  th«  history  of  his  native  county —  FrEoklin.—JEii. 


ralship  and  courage  in  near  all  the  battles  of 
Virginia  during  this  wicked  rebellion,  as 
well  as  in  several  desperate  fights  with  the 
Apache  and  Camancli(5  Indians,  heretofore, 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  is  a  son  of  Israel 
P.  Richardson,  who  formerly  resided  in  Bur- 
lington. He  was  born  in  Fairfax,  in  the 
county  of  Franklin,  from  whence  hi?  father 
removed  to  St.  Albans,  and  thence  to  Bur- 
lington. While  here,  young  Richardson 
prepared  for  entering  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point,  where  he  received  an  ap- 
pointment, graduated  and  entered  the  U.  S. 
service. 

Capt.  Joseph  B.  Campbell,  the  son  of 
Henry  R.  Campbell,  Esq.,  of  Burlington, 
graduated  at  West  Point,  but  two  years 
since,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion 
first  entered  the  staff  of  Gen.  Mansfield, 
and  afterwards  the  corps  of  Gen.  McDowell, 
in  Virginia.  He  held  a  command  in  the  ar- 
tillery service,  and  was  in  several  battles 
that  took  place  in  th»  vicinity  of  Manassas 
and  the  Rappahannock,  during  the  cam- 
paign of  Gen.  Pope.  And  at  the  bloody 
fight  at  Antietam  he  commanded  the  battery 
on  the  right  of  Gen.  Hooker's  division,  oc- 
cupying a  position  the  most  exposed  and  im- 
portant on  the  field,  where  the  rebels  con- 
centrated a  large  force,  with  a  view  to  turn 
^  the  right  of  Gen.  McClellan's  army.  But 
j  the  havoc  made  in  the  advancing  columns 
of  the  enemy  by  the  shower  of  grape  and 
canister  poured  upon  them  from  our  guns 
at  this  point,  mowed  down  the  solid  ranks 
of  the  traitors  and  piled  them  into  heaps  of 
slain  and  mangled  bodies  ;  and  after  repeat- 
ed efforts  to  carry  the  position  and  capture 
the  guns,  they  were  finallj-  repulsed  and  the 
events  of  the  day  secured.  On  ikis  occa- 
sion, Capt.  Campbell,  young  as  he  was, 
showed  the  skill  of  an  accomplished  officer 
and  the  courage  of  a  hero;  and  indeed,  it 
was  not  until  his  horse  was  shot  from  under 
him,  and  his  shoulder  shattered  by  a  Minnie 
ball,  producing  a  severe  and  painful  wound, 
that  he  relaxed  his  command,  and  was  borne 
from  the  field. 

"The  winning  of  honor,"  says  Bacon,  "is 
but  the  revealing  of  a  man  s  virtue  and 
worth  without  disadvantage;"  and  may  we 
not  add  that  the  revealing  of  one  s  patriot- 
ism and  courage  on  the  field  of  battle,  in 
support  of  his  country  when  in  peril,  is 
among  the  noblest  of  virtues,  and  entitled  to 
the  highest  honors.  In  this  respect,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  county  of  Chittenden  may 
well  feel  proud  of  her  sons,  that  so  many  of 
them  have  been  distinguished  for  their  prow- 
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ess  ou  the  battle  field ;  and  especially,  that 
80  rery  many,  embracing  a  larpe  share  of  the 
youth  and  intelligence  of  the  county,  are 
now  found  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  in 
peril  of  their  lives,  to  maintain  its  integrity, 
and  secure  its  future  stability  and  peace. 
Burlington,  Oct.  1,  ISGU. 

MusTBR  Rolls  feom  the  Towxs  or  Chit- 
TBNDEK  County. 

BOLTON. 
Fifth  Rerpmrnt. 
Albert  Tomlinson,  Marcius  Bennett. 
Co.  K. — ^Elam  Clarke,  Samuel  Jackman, 
Woodman  Jackman,  Ru^isel  Tomlinson,  Geo. 
Hatch,  Milo  H.  Williams.  Harlow  Sanderson, 
Henry  Beman,  Francis  Guyette,  Eber  John- 
son, John  Lewis,  John  Smith,  Jas.  Carr,  Jas. 
Sweney,  William  Taft,  Duffy  Sharkie,  Royal 
Coburn. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Edwin  Roderic.  ^ 

^Inth  Regiment. 
Co.  F. — Addison  Warren,   Joseph  Ray- 
mond. 

Thirteenth  Regiment. 
Co.  i^. —Roger  K.  Beman,  Fred'k  South- 
wick,  Russel  C.  Ward.  Harmon  Hall,  Joseph 
Smith,  Hollis  P.  Tomlinson,  George  W.  Tom- 
linson, Wilbur  F.  Ward. 

First  Vermont  Cavalry. 
Runy  Farnsworth,  Henry  Farnsworth. 
[From  Sarah  E.  Kennedy.] 

BURUNGTON. 

Those  marked  with  a  •  are  dead ;  tho«e  with  a  t  dis- 
charged. 

Firtt  Regiment. 

Howard  Guard  (3  months  men).  See  full 
list,  page  176.    Total  from  Burlington,  41. 

Second  Regiment. 
Newton  H.  Ballou,  Surgeon. 
Eli  Z.  StearnSjf  William  Aubrey,  Hospital 
Stewards. 
Co.  A. — Lucius  Carpenter.* 
Co.  D. — Harvey  F.  Aubrey,  Lyman  Wood- 
ward. 

Co.  E. — Hiram  J.  Bishop. f 

Co.  (?.— John  T.  Drew  (Capt.),!  John  J. 
Bain  (Lieut.),  D.  L.  Sbarpley  (Lieut. ),t  Ed- 
ward S.  Russell,!  Abial  Foy,  Horace  M. 
Knapp,*  D.  T.  Sharpley,  Cornelius  Aubrey, 
John  Bully,  Daniel  Koycc,  Alonzo  Spear,  .An- 
drew Spaulding,  William  Labouty.f  Michael 
Leo,  Isaac  Howurd,  Edwin  1'.  Whicher,  M. 
L.  Aldrich,  William  CiieLsea,  Joseph  Guyette, 
Philip  Hummer,  John  McCarty,  Henry  Am- 
blo,  Ferguson  Nelson, f  Warren  ii.  Smith, 


Frank  Saltus,  Albert  B,  Edgell,f  Mtrtm 
Youatt,  J.  Seely  Spaulding,  Lewis  Dan*. 

Third  Regiment. 

Band. — Nelson  Adams,  John  H.  Brookn. 
James  D.  Jliller,  Alexander  M.  Whitcornb 
Cyrus  Bryant,  Carrol  N.  Wood,  Geo.  E.  Bry- 
ant, Joel  B.  Thomas. 

Co.  jy.— Peter  Rondo.i^ 

Co.  K. — Sylvester  J.  Hoose. 

Recruit. — Julius  J.  Morrow. 

Fifth  Regiment. 
John  R.  Lewis,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Asa  R.  Burlson,  Staff. 

Co.  A. — John  Allen,  Orvis  H.  Sweet. 

Co.  B. — Peter  Lander. 

Co.  D. — Dennis  Shortsleeves. 

Co.         Heman  F.  Allen. 

Co.  I.—W.  H.  H.  Peck  (Capt.),  William 
H.  Newton  (Lieut.),  Lucius  Bigelow,  Edwin 
H.  Trick,  William  Tebo,  Robert  Bixby,  ,Vsa 
A.  Cooley,  Joseph  Fountain,  Chas.W.  Hatha- 
way, Charles  W.  Nichols,  Wallace  W.  Holmes, 
James  G.  Lyon,  Franklin  Anderson,*  Hascali 
Bixby,  William  J.  Dupau,  James  0.  Gilbert, 
Daniel  G.  Loyd,  F.  O'Donahoe,  William  A. 
Perry,f  Edwin  Rowe,  Charles  H.  Spauld- 
ing, Cyrell  E.  Stone,  Maxim  Poro,  Henry 
W.  Rowe,*  Solon  E.  Spaulding,*  Horace  S. 
Spear,  Theodore  Willett. 

Sixth  Regiment. 

Co.  Denison  A.  Raxford  (Lieut.), f  Pat 
Starr,  Benj.  Blanchard,  Mich'l  Cassany,  Jas. 
Coughlin,  Reuben  Coughlin,  John  Fitzsim- 
mons,  Matthew  Hannan,  Michael  Monagan, 
Patrick  Lynch,  John  Maloney,  Michael  O'- 
Neil,  Edward  0.  Roach,  Nathan  Maxfield.f 
William  Smith,  James  Connevy,  J.  T.  Brown, 
Thos.  Butler,  Jas.  Conner,  Wm,  Cain,  Morris 
Flanagan,  James  Gary,  Benj.  Law,  Thomas 
Lynch,  Michael  McKensie,  .John  O'Brien, 
Antoine  Pasha,  Clark  Smith,  John  Scott. 

Co.  I. — Edwin  R.  Kinney  (Lieut.),  Solan 
Fletcher,  James  E.  McKowin. 

Recruits  for  Zd,  Ath,  5th  and  6th  Regiments. 
Russell  C.  Munson,  Joel  Sabin,  William 
Watson,  Edmund  O'Neil,  Fabien  De  Rosiers, 
Edward  Murray,  Silas  C.  Isham,  James  Mc- 
Dermot,  John  Kelly,  Jas.  Sheridan,  John  E. 
P.  Wright,  John  Coats,  Joseph  S.  L'Evaque, 
Edward  Tobin,  John  Eagan,  Samuel  Somer- 
ville,  John  Jackson,  Isaac  L.  Smith,  Thos. 
Butler. 

Seventh  Regiment. 
David  B.  Peck,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
H.  H.  Langdon,  Surgeon. 
Co.  A. — >Villiam  L.  Harris  (Lieut.), f  Jas. 
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Bruin,  Frederick  A.  Church,  Chas.  Blanch- 
erd,  Martin  Casey,*  Peter  Durand,  Thomas 
Hamilton,  Louis  Gaboree,  George  McHenry, 
James  Miles,  Henry  O  Grady,  John  Robear, 
Michael  Phillips,  William  Paradis,  Riley  B. 
Stearns  (Lieut.),  Paul  Manor,  Austin  Bar- 
tomy,  Thomas  Cosgritfe,  Chester  Derby, f 
Augustus  Frenier,*  Francis  German,  Charles 
Hurly,  James  McHenry,  James  MuUins,* 
Jos.  Parker,  Charles  Renholz,  William  M. 
Stevens,  James  Riley. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Co.  jP.— Henry  C.  Nichols,  Ed.  Saultus. 
Ninth  Regiment. 
B.  W.  Carpenter,  Surgeon. 
F.  0.  Sawyer,  Quartermaster. 
Theo.  S.  Peck,  Quartermaster  Sergeant. 
Co.  C. — Herman  Seligson  (Lieut.),  Wm, 

F.  Bancroft,  Edgar  W.  Robinson,  William 
McMurray. 

Co.  F. — George  A.  Beebe  (Capt.),*  Henry 
D.  Belden,  John  L.  Newton,  George  E.  Lord, 
Julius  Raw  son. 

Tenth  Regiment. 
Wyllys  Lyman,  Adjutant. 

Co.  D. — Giles  F.  Appleton  (Capt.),  Samuel 
Barrah  (1st  Lieut.),  George  E.  Davis  (2d 
Lieut.),  Thomas  McMahon,  Patrick  Gilluly, 
Homer  Lyman,  Dumich  Allipau,  Martin  But- 
ler, Roswell  Hunt,  William  H.  Swail,  Henry 
C.  Irish,  Robert  Rankin,  Augustus  J.  Crane, 
Robert  Alexander,  A.  S.  Poole,  Haley  H. 
Hall,  William  H.  Ramsey,  Thomas  Maguire, 
William  A.  Griswold,  John  Dailey,  John 
Dolan,  James  H.  Cane,  Thomas  W.  O'Brien, 
John  La  Moine,  Ogden  B.  Reed,  John  Swail, 
"William  Johns,  Alex.  Scott,  Alfred  Boucher, 
M.  A.  Kehoe,  James  M.  Reed,  Stephen 
Lashway,  Albert  R.  Keyes. 

Twelfth  Regiment 
Howard  Guard. — Capt.,  Lemuel  "W.  Page. 
Lieutenants — 1st,  Heman  R.  Wing ;  2d,  Wm. 
Loomis.  Sergeants — 2d,  Geo.  D.  Thompson  ; 
3d,  William  F.  Bancroft;  4th,  Henry  C. 
Tennant ;  5th,  Pomeroy  Loomis.  Corporals 
— Ist,  Charles  H.  Tuxbury ;  2d,  Henry  M. 
Pierson;  4tb,  Charles  0.  French  ;  5th,  Henry 

G.  Catlin  ;  Gth,  M.  D.  L.  Thompson ;  7th,  H. 
L.  Story;  8th,  John  Pope.    Privates — Chas. 

H.  Austin,  Jos.  J.  Austin,  Jos.  Bacon,  Chas. 
H.  Baker,  Horace  Barlow,  Frank  H.  Baxter, 
G.  G.  Benedict,  George  H.  Bi-ielow  (Q.  M.), 
Henry  Brigham,  Orlando  L.  Bicknell,  Benj. 
A.  Church,  Charles  W,  Cox,  Wm.  0.  Crane, 
Charles  H.  Cutting,  Edgar  T.  Daniels,  Lewis 
A.  Daniels,  Perley  R.  Downer,  Edward  E. 
Fletcher,  Eugene  C.  Fletciier,  Fernald  F. 


I  Fletcher,  Alfred  D.  Florence,  Chas.  A.  Gar- 
j  rick,  John  Gleason,  Wilbur  F.  Gray,  Henry 
j  F.  Griffin,  Georpe  I.  Hagar,  George  E.  Hagar, 
I  Lyndon  R.  Harrington,  Frank  D.  Hoyt,  Wm. 
I  B.  Jennings,  Guy  N.  Irish,  Wm.  W.  Kinney, 
!  Abel  Long,  William  B.  Lund,  James  A,  Mad- 
den, John  McCahe,  Robert  McCollum,  Chas. 
I  H.  Mills,  Zeb  Mitchell.  Michael  B.  Murray, 
j  RoUin  Pease,  James  S.  Pierson,  Morris  T. 
Rice,  Lewis  Roberts,  Burnara  Seaver,  Osman 
K.  Seaver,  George  E.  Silver,  Willi  am  Smith, 
William  C.  Spaulding,*  Michael  Stack,  Orvis 
S.  Storrs,  Charles  Thatcher,  Albert  V.  Tyler, 
Lucius  N.  Vilas,  Charles  Wainwright,  Wm.  W. 
Walker,  Edward  Walton,  Thomas  H.  Warren, 
Charles  H.  Whitney,  Charles  Wight,  Henry 
M.  Wight,  Wm.  J.  Woods,  Guy  C.  Zottman. 

Thirteenth  Regiment. 
Charles  P.  Thayer,  Ward  Master. 
Co.  A. — John  Louergan  (Capt.),  Patrick 
Scully,  Patrick  Joyce,  John  Nugent,  John 
Cain,  Peter  Shiette,  John  Hanlin,  Michael 
Cannon,  Michael  O'Neil,  Jas.  Cussack,  Jo- 
seph Weeks,  Joha  Bruin,  Edward  McNeills. 

Regular  Army. 
Capt.  Gardner  S.  Blo.dgett  (A.  Q.  M.),  Capt. 
Archibald  S.  Dewey  (A.  Q.  M.),  Capt.  Isaac  B. 
Bowdish  (Com.  Sub.),  Oscar  G.  Mower*  (Ser- 
geant Major),  Coit  H.  Boswick,  George  B. 
Brinsmaid,  E.  H.  Liscum  (Sergeants),  Dan 

Kelley,   Loyd,  George  Parker,  James 

Walsh,  Allen  Hadley. 

Navy, 

Ensign  Jacob  M.  Smalley,  Dennis  Calligan. 

N.  Y.  Cavalry. 
Capt.  William  F.  Hart,  Capt.  Chriatopher 
M.  Dolan. 

Marine  Corps. 
Lieut.  Eugene  Salley. 

N.  T.  S.  M. 
Charles  Blanchard,  Timothy  Crowley. 

First  Battery. 
John  McGrath,  Edward  Miller,  Clement 
Mitchel,  Zimri  Willard. 

First  Regiment  Cavalry. 
Edgar  Pitkin,  Adjt.f 
George  Brush,  Hospital  Steward. 
Co.         Joel   B.  Erhardt  (Capt.),  C.  W. 
Morse  (Lieut. ^.  Edwin  P.  Whitney,  N.  N. 
H.  Learned,  Patrick  Ilogan,  John  Hogan, 
Charles  H.  Blinn,  Oscar  B.  Kurguson,  John 
Greeno,f  Thos.  McCulloch,*  Herman  Trost, 
John  Odelle,  John  Bain,  Charles  Daniels, 
Frederick  Faulkner,  Henry   Lyud,*  John 
W.  Noonan.* 
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Co.  i?.— Henry  Shiette. 
Co.  />.— Alexander  IJell. 
Co.  E. — Joseph  Champagne. 
Co.  G. — Francis  Ducat,  f 

Co.  L. — Horace  C.  Dlin,    Watson, 

— —  Watson,  Watson. 

First  Regiment  U.  S.  Sharpshooters. 
Co.  /'.—Amos  H.  Bunker,t  Alvin  R.  Bab- 
cock,  Wm.  Leach,  James  M.  Tliompson,  Chas. 
F.  Van  Orman,  Fitz  Green  Hallack,  Thos. 
A.  Turnbull,  Wm.  H.  Thompson,  John  E. 
Wells,  Edward  Bartomy. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  hare  been  a 
large  number  of  enlistments  from  Burlington 
in  the  Regular  Army,  and  the  last  company 
of  cavalry  raised  in  Vermont  to  fill  up  the 
old  regiments  (probably  from  50  to  100),  and 
some  in  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York  State  Militia,  and  in 
the  Navy;  between  400  and  oOO  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  town  have  left  their  homes,  and 
are  now  fighting  for  their  country. 

BOLTOX. 

BY  aEORGE  W»  KEXXEDT,  ESQ. 

This  township  all  unnoted  for  distinguished 
institutions  of  human  invention,  has  never- 
theless so  fine  a  mountain  landscape,  it  be- 
comes self-evident  in  a  physical  point  of 
view,  Vermont  could  not  have  been  finished 
without  Bolton.  The  summer  with  its  grass 
and  foliage  of  lively  green  upon  the  steep 
hillsides,  the  autumn  with  its  variegated 
colorings  of  the  rich  maples,  beech,  birch, 
cherry,  ash,  and  dark  spotting  evergreens, 
hold  out  not  in  vain  pictures  of  allurement 
to  the  tourist  and  pleasure-seeker.  Con- 
tributors for  leading  periodicals  sometimes 
linger  here  for  weeks,  writing  and  s-ketcbing 
the  scenery.  Some  very  fine  views  taken 
here  may  be  found  in  the  earlier  numbers  of 
the  Harpers''  Magazine.  Winter  is  still  the 
season  for  fox  hunting,  when  almost  daily 
the  voice  of  the  hounds  echo  musically 
among  the  hills  as  poor  Reynard  flies  for 
refuge  along  the  icy  precipices  into  the  caves 
or  grottoes. 

Geological. 

Soil. — The  lands  in  every  part  of  the  town 
produce  in  a  manner  that  amply  repays  the 
labor  of  the  skillful  farmer.  The  sandy  loam 
of  the  intervales,  or  the  marl  and  clay  of 
the  hillsides  are  not  surpassed  in  fertility  by 
any  in  the  state.  The  soil  is  scarcely  ever 
much  affected  by  dry  seasons. 

The  rocks  are  principally  clorite,  and  mica 


slate  and  quartz,  the  former  containinjf  the 
■ulphuret  of  iron,  and  the  sulphuret  ot'  cop^ 
per.  These  rocks  properly  belong  lo  th« 
talcose  slate  formation,  though  generally 
more  or  less  talcose,  they  vary  considerahU-  in 
their  aspect  and  composition.  There  are  ah.> 
slight  indications  of  the  red  sand  rock  forma- 
tion,  interstratified  with  talcose  slate.  W'o 
find  them  in  some  places  schaly,  very  quartz- 
ose,  and  with  very  little  talc  or  mica  in  their 
composition.  Veins  of  granite  running  in  a 
northern  direction,  pass  through  the  town, 
the  most  remarkable  of  which  may  be  traced 
from  Huntington  as  far  as  Jericho,  where  a 
very  fine  block  was  hewn  out  as  a  monument, 
and  placed  in  the  grave  yard  at  Jericho 
Centre,  in  memory  of  the  Warner  family. 
We  find  them  mostly  stratilied  rock,  and  in 
some  places  the  beds,  or  s'rata,  are  a  fine 
conglomerate,  the  rounded  pebble  being,  for 
the  most  part  quite  minute.  In  some  parts 
the  rocks  have  a  greenish  and  cloritic  hue,  and 
are  so  thick  bedded,  and  compact  as  to  make 
very  good  building  stone,  but  this  quality  is 
comparatively  small.  We  find  parallel  lines 
or  furrows  on  the  surface  of  the  rocks  in 
many  places,  running  N.  W.  and  S.  E.,  sup- 
posed to  indicate  the  direction  of  the  ocean 
currents.  In  many  places  the  strata  is  ir- 
regular, in  thick  beds,  splitting  with  nearly 
equal  facilty  in  all  directions,  and  can  be  re- 
moved only  v/ith  great  diificulty  and  expense. 
Indications  of  the  gold  formation  may  be 
found  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  and  it  is 
said  that  native  gold  has  been  obtained  by 
washing,  but  in  quantities  too  small  for  pro- 
fitable working. 

Situation,  &c. 
This  town  is  situated  midway  between 
Burlington  and  Montpelier,  the  rail  road  sta- 
tion being  about  20  miles  from  each.    The  in- 
habitants are  mostly  settled  in  the  Winooski 
Valley,  and  a  lumber  district  in  the  N.  W,  part 
of  the  town.    There  is  a  post  office  in  each 
place,  and  about  700  inhabitants  in  all.  A 
large  tract  lying  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  the 
township  is  as  yet  unsettled.    This  is  a  part 
of  a  large  tract  of  wilderness  lying  between 
Stimson's  mountain  and  the  town  of  Stowe. 
There  is  an  equally  large  tract  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river,  at  the  base  of  Camel's 
Hump.    The  two  form  a  favorite  retreat  for 
j  the  few  bears  that  remain  in  Vermont.  The 
j  Joyner  brook  which  is  in  the  N.  E.  part  of 
I  the  township,  drains  a  broad  valley  of  about 
i  four  miles  in  length,  emptying  into  the  Wi- 
I  nooski,  near  the  rail  road  station.  Tliisval- 
1  ley  is  well  wooded  with  maple  and  beech, 
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spruce  and  hemlock,  and  has  many  good  mill 
privileges,  all  of  which  have  long  been  a 
great  temptation  to  lumber  speculator.s  ;  but 
many  impediments  at  the  entrance  of  the  val- 
ley, which  is  narrow,  prevented  the  making 
of  a  feasible  road  except  with  great  expense, 
till  nature,  as  if  to  help  the  feeble  eflorts  of 
men,  made  a  beginning. 


the  back  kitchen.  Still  the  old  house  waa 
left  with  a  plenty  of  sand  on  its  iJoors,  and 
dampness  in  its  walls.  1  found  my  old  jug," 
he  added,  "safe  in  the  cupboard,  and  with 
it  I  spent  the  rest  of  the  night." 

It  was  remarked  that  the  mill  owners  at 
Winooski  falls,  realized  more  than  ;;?1000 
from  the  trees  carried  down  in  this  shower. 
And  the  way  that  the  bxinks  and  side  hills 
were  torn,  and  the  way  that  the  large  rocks 
were  piled  one  upon  another,  and  tumbled 
about,  is  entirely  beyond  description.  One 
large  boulder  that  was  estimated  to  weigh 
100  tons  Avas  found  lying  on  </rfcn  limba  of 
trees.  This  shower  opened  the  way  for  en- 
terprising men  to  build  roads  and  mills,  and 


The  Bolton  Flood. 
It  was  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1852,  the  streams  were  exceedingly  low, 
the  day  had  been  very  warm,  when  a  thun- 
der shower  came  from  the  X.  W,  The  dark 
clouds  seemed  to  stand,  or  rather  move  back- 
ward and  forward  over  this  valley,  firing  bolts  |  commence  settlements  in  this  valley, 
at  each  other,  and  pouring  down  upon  the 
earth  below  such  a  flood  of  water,  that  in  one 
hour's  time,  the  giant  hemlocks  and  spruces 
that  stood  on  the  banks  of  .Joyner  brook,  were 
being  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  swept  onward 
to  the  river.  About  10  rods  of  the  rail  road 
was  swept  away  and  a  fine  farm  known  as  the 
Stone  place  nearly  ruined.    But  where  was 


Mountains. 

The  mountains  rise  abruptly  on  either  side 
of  the  Winooski,  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
wind  blows  but  two  wayn,  the  north  and 
west  winds  coming  up  the  stream,  while 
the  south  and  cast  winds  always  blow  down 


Mr.  S.  Stone  and  his  housekeeper,  when  his  |  stream.    The  consequences  are  that  one  will 


house  was  thus  surrounded  by  the  roaring  of 
the  waters,  the  crashing  of  trees,  and  the 
rumbling  of  the  great  boulders  as  they  dashed 


always  find  a  steady  breeze,  tlrawing  through 
this  tunnel-like  passage.  This  is*all  rery 
pleasant  in  summer,  but  as  soon  as  ever  the 


against  each  other  in  the  darkness  ?  Let  \  cold  weather  sets  seriously  in,  travelers  are 
him  speak  for  himself.  ''The  water"  he  i  apt  to  make  rather  wry  or  unpleasant  faces  as 
said  "had  surrounded  our  house,  and  was  i  the  keen,  cutting,  protracted  stream  of  wind 
rising  rapidly.  The  first  thing  was  to  try  i  which  gives  a  pinching  box  to  each  ear, slaps 
to  find  our  way  to  the  hills ;  but  we  soon  |  them  straight  in  the  face,  shakes  every  gar- 
found  the  current  so  rapid,  and  the  water  so  j  ment  and  passes  on  only  to  be  succeeded  by 
full  of  stones,  that  it  was  tearing  the  wo-  |  another  gust,  and  for  tliis  rather  desirable 
man's  dress  to  strips.  We  were  obliged  to  go  |  wind  in  the  winter  Bolton  has  had  to  bear 
back  toward  the  house,  but  it  appeared  that  i  many  hard  names. 

at  the  rate  the  water  was  rising  that  it  would  I  The  mountains,  piled  up  on  each  other 
soon  be  carried  away.  So  we  had  but  one  i  like  a  wall  on  either  ^-ide  of  the  river,  are 
resort;  and  that  was  to  climb  one  of  the  sy-  j  broken  by  ravines  and  gorge-,  with  brooks 
camore  trees  in  the  front  yard.    No  sooner  |  dashing  over  the  rocks,  in  many  pl  ices  simi- 


were  we  safe  in  the  branches  of  the  nearest 
tree,  which  stood  in  the  corner  of  the  fence, 
than  the  two  blocks  upon  which  we  had 
stepped  in  order  to  get  up  the  tree,  were 
carried  away.  There  in  this  old  tree,  we 
swung  to  and  fro,  with  the  night  so  dark  that 


lar  to  the  canons  of  the  Kocky  mountains. 
One  of  these  brooks  called  Duck  brook, 
from  wild  ducks  once  making  tiieir  nests  in 
its  bordering  hemlocks,  is  the  most  famous 
for  trout  on  account  of  the  numerous  cold 
springs  bubbling  down  its  banks:  tishinjr 


we  saw  nothing  except  an  occasional  glimpse  j  poles  strew  nearly  the  wh<do  of  its  length, 
of  the  tumultuous  waters,  in  the  tiashes  of  |  This  brook  is  about  4  milos  long,  nnd  at 
the  lightning,  with  trees  and  crags  tloating  \  the  brink  of  the  mountain  wall,  pours  over 
among  the  surges.  It  seemed  that  the  old  |  the  rocks,  and  passes  ulmo^it  perpendicularly 
tree  itself  would  soon  be  uptorn  like  many  i  through  the  gorge,  where  it  foams  anddashe.i 
others,  and  we  be  carried  away  in  the  flood.  |  till  it  strikes  in  the  little  valley  moro  than 
But  the  old  tree  stood  and  in  a  few  hours  |  uOO  feet  below.  After  this  it  winds  leisurely 
the  water  had  fallen  so  that  we  could  light  j  a  few  rods  to  the  river.  Thousands  of  strings 
on  the  ground.  The  cellar  wall  was  car-  j  and  baskets  of  trout  have  boon  taken  from 
ried  away  from  one  end  of  the  house  and  a  j  this  brook.  There  are  m.iny  other  brooks, 
large  heap  of  drift  wood  was  smashed  into  I  which  empty  into  the  Winooski  on  both  sides 
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no  less  wild  and  romantic  than  the  Duck. 
In  passing  throtiph  Bohon  one  is  well  re- 
minded of  the  ravines  and  recesses  of  the 
Catskills,  in  one  of  whose  hollows  Kip  Van 
Winkle  fell  asleep  among  the  strange  little 
fellows  whom  he  found  playing  nine  pins 
and  drinking  black  strap  ;  and  who  knows  but 
there  may  be  another  Rip  in  the  side  canons 
of  the  Winooski,  waiting  only  to  bo  waked 
by  some  good  natured  sprite,  to  deliver  tales 
of  genii  and  mountain  spirits  for  the  illus- 
tration of  the  Green  mountains  for  all  time 
to  come.  JBut  let  him  remain  in  his  Lethean 
fllnmbcT  tintil  we  have  an  Irving  of  Vermont 
ready  to  carol  him  upon  his  emerging  upon 
the  outer  world  again." 

Chaeter  and  Settlement. 
This  town  was  chartered  June  1,  17G3,  by 
George  the  Third,  through  Gov.  Went  worth 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  Thomas  Darling  and 
71  others.  The  original  grant  was  36  square 
miles.  Oct.  27,  1794,  the  northeast  part  of 
Huntington  was  annexed : 

Names  of  the  Original  Proprietors  of  the  Toicn. 

Bethnal  Piersons,  Benjamin  Day,  Daniel 
Warner,  Esq.,  John  Bunnel,  £Ii?!ha  Frazee, 
Thomas  King,  Thomas  Day,  E?q.,  Jo.'^oph 
Ward,  Ezekiel  Johnson,  David  Ward,  Hon. 
Richard  Wibberd,  Nathaniel  Bunnell,  Isaac 
Tuttle,  John  McGilivir,  Joseph  Wingate, 
Thomas  Treat,  Crowell  Wilkinson,  Stephen 
Day,  Nathaniel  Co  gswell,  Thomas  Darling, 
Henry  Broadwell,  Joel  Osborn,  Ebenezer 
Halbert,  Benjamin  Coe,  Alexander  Simpson, 
Peter  Oilman,  Alexander  Carmichael,  Pat- 
ridge  Thatcher,  Stephen  Here,  Thomas  Mil- 
lage,  Joseph  Smith,  Esq.,  Enoch  Beach,  Ja- 
cob Merrill,  Benjamin  and  Geo.  Bunnell, 
Timothy  Day,  Israel  Ward,  Josiah  Broad- 
well,  Ebenezer  Coe,  Daniel  Tuttle,  Philip 

Hatheway,   Wm.  Broadwell,    Gevcrd, 

Elisha  Wicks,  Nathan  Wilkin.ion,  David 
Sampson,  Richard  Minthorn,  William  Dar- 
ling, Samuel  Averill,  Seth  Babbit,  Daniel 
Cogswell,  John  Denning,  Isaac  Clark,  Eph- 
raim  Hayward,  Jonathan  Wilkinson,  John 
Johnson,  George  Day,  Seth  Crowell,  Jr., 
Gilman  Greeman,  Samuel  Hand,  Paul  Day. 
Wilber  Clark,  Thos.  Osborn.  Mathias  Clark, 
Stephen  Tuttle,  Zebulon  Giddings,  Laurence 
Willson,  Christopher  Wood. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  grantees  of  the 
town  of  Bolton  was  held  at  Newark,  in  the 
province  of  New  Jersey,  May  10,  1770. 

The  first  actual  settlements  wore  made 
immediately  after  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 


The  precise  time  does  not  appear  upon  th« 
town  records  ;  yet  as  near  as  can  be  %ticrt- 
tained   from    the  oldest   inhabitant.'!,  it 
evident  that  some  of  the  first  settlers  c«mt 
from  the  Connecticut  river  valley  as  soon  m 

j  the  war  closed.    That  there  were  no  settle. 

I  menta  in  this  vicinity  at  the  time  when 
Capt.  John  Barnet  was  killed,  is  clear,  for 
when  he  passed  down  the  river  there  w*j 
nothing  but  an  Indian  trail  through  iht 
woods.  In  this  trail  he  went  as  far  si 
Richmond  where  he  was  shot  by  a  party  of 
tories,  the  account  of  which  may  be  found 
in  the  history  of  that  town. 

It  was,  therefore,  soon  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, that  John  and  Robert  Kennedy,  Peter 
Dilse,  a  noted  trapper,  Amos  Palmer,  Noah 
Dewey,  Augustus  Levaque,  Jabez  Jones, 
Daniel  Pineo,  James  Craig,  John  Preston, 
John  Moore,  Robert  Stinson  and  Samuel 
Barnet  settled  in  Bolton.  Robert  Kennedy 
was  the  first  representative  to  the  legislature, 
and.Jabez  Jones  was  the  first  clerk.  John 
Moore  was  one  of  the  first  tavern  keepers, 
in  the  days  when  Vermont  hotels  were  built 
of  logs,  and  bar-room,  dining-room,  and 
kitchen  were  all  in  one.  Mr.  Moore  was  a 
Yankee  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  right 
from  a  question-asking  land ;  of  the  old 
Connecticut  stamp.  When  a  traveler  entered, 
it  is  said,  he  would  raise  his  "  specks,"  ani 
commence:  "  How  do  you  do,  5i> "  "Where 
are  you /rom,  sir  ?  *'  Sit  down,  sir !  "  Did 
you  come  from  Connecticut,  sir?  "  Then  per- 
haps he  would  pay  him  a  compliment  and 
begin  to  administer  to  the  wants  of  his  inner 
and  outward  man.  Amos  Palmer,  also,  waa 
a  Yankee  of  this  class,  who  would  stand  by 
the  road  side  for  hours,  and  when  a  traveler 
came  along,  which  was  not  over  often,  he 
was  sure  to  stop  him,  to  inquire  where  he 
came  from,  where  he  was  going  to,  what  he 
was  going  for,  and  all  his  other  affairs.  The 
lonely  traveler  was  glad  of  the  chance  to 
talk  all  of  his  business  matters  over,  as  be 
would  to  a  confidential  friend  :  and  if  he 
happened  to  be  from  Connecticut,  he  must 
stop  over  night,  and  be  fed  by  the  choice 
bits  laid  up  for  such  occasions.  They  would 
sit  till  late  at  night,  the  family  eagerly 
listening  while  Mr.  Palmer  and  his  guest 
were  going  back,  to  early  days  in  old  Con- 
necticut ;  and,  if  the  stranger  could  tell  them 
of  any  of  their  relations  there,  if  he  was 
acquainted  with  them,  then  he  was  looked 
upon  as  being  almost  a  relative  and  was  ever 
after  to  consider  himself  a  welcome  guest. 
The  town  was  first  regularly  surveyed  by 
John  Johnson  in  1800. 
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Bkars. 

Although  hundreds  of  bears  have  been 
killed  in  Bolton,  and  tlicre  are  many  bear 
stories  connected  with  its  history,  yet,  if  we 
confine  ourselves  to  the  strict  truth,  there  is 
no  particular  instance  which  will  compare 
with,  some  stories  related  for  otlier  towns, 
hence  it  will  suffice  us  to  say,  that  the  bears 
were  killed  with  clubs,  guns,  dogg ;  caught 
in  box  traps,  dead  falls,  and  steel  traps; 
that  the  bears  killed  sheep  according  to 
their  nature  whenever  thoy  could  catch 
them,  and  frightened  a  great  many  people 
whom  they  never  hurt ;  broke  into  corn-lields, 
eat  corn  in  the  night,  and  climbed  apple 
trees  and  stole  apples.  John  Kennedy's  old- 
est son,  whose  name  was  John,  and  who  died 
in  Duxbury,  1858,  in  his  86th  year,  had 
killed  more  bears  than  he  was  years  old. 
Elijah  Hinkson,  who  died  in  Bolton  in  De- 
cember, 1860,  in  the  72dyear  of  his  age,  Hon. 
S.  B.  Kennedy  now  living  in  Bolton  in  the 
73d  year  of  his  age,  Seth  Stockwell  and 
Isaiah  Preston,  were  the  most  famous  of  the 
bear  killers.  No  doubt  the  bears  rejoice  in 
their  death  or  old  age. 

Rail  Road. 
The  building  of  the  Vermont  Central  Rail 
Road  through  Bolton,  was  an  event  that  is 
worthy  of  notice.  The  rocks  were  very  hard 
to  work,  and  therefore  it  required  great  ex- 
pense to  grade  the  road  through  this  town. 
It  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1847,  by 
making  two  temporary  settlements  of  Irish, 
one  containing  100,  and  the  other  200  inhabit- 
ants. Suel  Belknap  contracted  the  building 
of  the  road  from  Montpelier  to  Burlington, 
and  this  portion  was  underlet  to  Barker  and 
others.  The  work  went  on  lively  for  two  or 
three  months,  when  discontent  began  to 
spread  among  the  laborers,  on  account  of  not 
being  paid  for  their  work,  and  the  patch  " 
was  soon  in  a  state  of  general  insurrection 
after  the  fashion  of  the  "  ould  country," 
The  upper  settlement  was  nicknamed  Cork, 
and  the  lower,  Dublin.  They  surrounded  R. 
Jones's  hotel  day  and  nisrht,  and  demanded 
their  "pay"  of  Mr.  Barker  and  others  who 
were  boarding  there,  or  they  would  take 
their  lives.  Noisy  Irishmen  would  mount 
one  at  a  time  on  carts  or  barrels,  and  deliver 
furious  specimens  of  "Irish  eloquence"  to 
the  excited  crowd ;  about  "  hard  work," 
•'want  of  provisions,"  "no  money,"  "worse 
than  highway  robbery,"  "miserable  vaga- 
bonds cheating  poor  honest  men  out  of  their 
pay."  Then  there  would  be  a  murmur  of 
applause,  and  some  would  say  "  'nd  ye  spake  j 


well."  While  the  women  ran  to  and  fro 
{  with  their  wide  cap  borders  fluttering,  arms 
I  gesticulating,  and  tongues  going  like  flutter 
I  wheels. 

j  "  Much  was  the  noiae.  the  rlamor  much 

Of  men,  and  boys  and  doK»." 

Yes,  and  women  too. 

During  the  seige,  Mr.  Barker  was  kept  in 
the  hotel,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
i  killed  by  the  furious  mob.  Mr.  Belknap 
j  would  not  pay  him  his  estimates,  therefore 
j  Mr.  Barker  had  no  money  with  which  to 
j  satisfy  his  men.  At  length  the  militia  ar- 
j  rived  from  Burlington,  and  took  some  of  the 
j  leaders  prisoners,  while  others  fled  to  the 
I  mountains.  But  a  more  powerful  than  the 
;  militia  came,  in  the  form  of  a  Catholic 
I  priest,  and  they  were  soon  all  as  calm  as 
;  could  be  desired.  The  poor  laborers  were 
I  never  paid,  and  the  work  was  discontinued 
till  1849 ;  when  it  began  in  March,  and 
the  cars  commenced  running  in  November. 
17  Irishmen  were  accidentally  killed  while 
working  on  the  road  in  this  town. 

Methodism  in  Boltox. 
Thomas  Mitchell  was  invited  from  Water- 
bury  by  John  Kennedy,  to  preach  in  this 
town.  He  was  the  first  Methodist  preacher 
who  came  to  Bolton.  Soon  after  this  Loren- 
zo Dow  preached  in  this  place.  The  first 
church  was  dedicated  A.  D.  1800.  It  con- 
sists of  a  high  rock,  and  may  be  seen  by  the 
traveler  situated  at  the  back  of  a  level  mea- 
dow about  40  rods  from  the  railway,  li  miles 
east  of  Jonesville  station.  It  is  about  50 
feet  high,  has  a  natural  grotto,  3  regular 
stone  steps,  and  a  hollow,  shaped  like  a 
boiler,  which  holds  about  4  pail  fulls,  and  is 
called  the  " Indian's  kettle."  This 

rock  in  the  wiidemess,  welcomed  our  eire*," 
and  here  was  held  the  first  Methodist  quar- 
terly meeting.  The  Rev.  Shadrick  Bost- 
wick  of  Baltimore  city,  was  presiding  elder. 
Bishop  Whatcoat  was  present.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  there  were  but  two  bishops 
in  the  United  States  at  that  time.  There 
was  a  large  gathering  on  thi8  occasion,  and 
the  society  numbered  about  7t)  members  at 
that  time.  Bi>^hop  Iledding  preached  his 
first  sermon  in  Bolton  at  John  Kennedy's 
house,  A.  D.  1800. 

Baptists, 

Rev,  Roswell  Mears  ami  Rev.  Samuel 
Webster  were  the  first  preachers.  They 
came  to  Bolton  before  the  Methodists,  and 
both  the  Calviui.-t  and  Freewill  Baptists 
formed  societies  in  this  town. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 
Samuel  Bau.net 
"Was  a  soldier  in  tho  Revolution,  and  one  of 
Washington's  guards.  After  the  war  he 
left  Newbury  and  settled  in  llolton.  He  foun<l  i 
the  land  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  which  could  only  bo  cleared  with 
great  difficulty.  As  in  other  towns  at  that 
time,  the  fipst  thing  to  he  done  was  to  build 
a  log  cabin,  and  make  a  little  clearing,  where 
he  could  plant  a  patch  of  corn,  and  sow  a 
few  turnips.  The  next  was  a  "plumping 
mill."  This  was  made  by  selecting  a  large 
stump,  and  keeping  a  little  tire  on  the  top 
till  it  burned  it  out  hollow  like  a  mortar.  A 
heavy  plunger  wag  then  attached  to  a  long 
spring  pole,  in  such  a  manner  that  when  the 
operator  pulled  it  down  upon  the  corn  in  the 
mortar,  the  spring  pole  would  lift  it  out.  In 
such  mills  the  corn  was  prepared  for  bread. 
It  is  remarkable  that  they  never  pounded 
more  than  enough  for  one  meal  at  a  time  ;  so 
the  sound  of  the  plumping  mills  were  heard 
in  the  morning  pounding  corn  for  the  break- 
fast cake,  then  at  noon,  and  ag:un  it  heralded 
the  supper  hour,  and  was  musical  to  the  pio- 
neers, for  the  sound  of  these  milln  could  be 
heard  along  distance,  and  the  settlers  scat- 
tered here  and  there,  found  its  echo  among 
the  hills,  a  more  cheerful  sound  than  the  howl- 
ing^  of  wolves. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Barnet  came  to  Bolton,  the 
crops  were  cut  off  by  the  frost,  and  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  settlers  from  hunger  were  great. 
They  had  to  eke  out  their  scanty  supplies 
by  digging  roots,  and  boiling  herbs,  as  well 
as  by  hunting  and  fishing.  Ii  was  in  this 
year  that  Amos  Palmer  took  heads  of  rye  as 
soon  as  they  were  filled,  and  drie<l  them  by 
the  fire,  and  then  he,  with  his  wife  and  child- 
ren, *< rubbed  it  out  in  their  hands,"  blowed 


all  night,  and  took  a  sloop  at  nurlin^rt  .n  ti, 
next  morning,  and  sailed  for  Plati-b  ir 
Mr.  Barnet,  with  others  of  the  Rcvolntio'.if r 
soldiers,  formed  a  company  called  ilic  Si'tr- 
Greys.  A  song  illustrating  the  lan-najr  ,  f 
tlie  British  retreating  from  Plattsbiirph.  nan 
composed,  and  if  the  author  diil  not  live  r. 


Bolton,  where  did  he  live? 
is  an  extract: 


The  folic 


"01(1  seventy-six  has  sallied  forth. 
On  their  crutches  they  do  lean; 
With  their  rides  leveled  upon  us, 

Aud  with  their  specks  tbey  take  good  aim. 
There's  no  retreat  to  tbetn  my  boys, 

They'd  rather  die  than  run; 
And  sure  as  hell  is  hell. 
We  shall  all  be  Buryoyn'd. 

0,  we've  got  too  far  from  Canada, 
Eun,  boys,  run  I" 

When  the  battle  was  over,  and  the  enemy 
had  left  Plattsburgh,  as  Mr.  Barnet  was  abou: 
to  take  the  boat  to  go  home,  he  said  in  the 
language  of  one  of  old,  "  Now,  Lord,  lette«i 
Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine 
eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation."  In  four  weeks 
from  this  time  he  died  in  the  68th  year  of  bis 
age. 

John  Kennedy, 
A  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  at  the  taking 
of  Ticonderoga  by  Ethan  Allen,  andreceivc-i 
S80  as  his  share  of  the  prize  taken  from  the 
British.  He  assisted  when  Crown  Point  was 
taken.  After  a  serving  a  year  in  the  araay, 
where  he  was  personally  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Washington,  he  retired  to  his  home  in 
Newbury.  At  that  time  there  was  a  great 
excitement  about  "going  west,"  which  was 
understood  to  indicate  the  Winooski  valley 
and  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Champlain. 
Mr.  Kennedy  was  among  the  number  that 
emigrated  to  this  El  Dorado,  He  purchased 
land  in  Waterbury ;  worked  there  during 
the  summer  and  fall,  harvested  his  corn,  and 
put  it  in  a  crib,  and  then  returned  to  his 


away  the  chalf  with  their  breath,  and  when  |  family  in  Newbury.  He  sold-  his  farm  in 
they  had  got  a  peck  Mr.  Palmer  carried  it  that  place,  and  came  with  his  family  the  next 


on  foot  nine  miles  to  <iov.  Chittenden's  mill 
(in  Williston),  and  had  it  ground.  He  came 
home  in  the  night,  and  had  to  stop  three 
times  to  divide  his  peck  of  rye  meal  with  his 
half-starved  friends. 

In  1814,  the  sound  of  tlie  cannons  at 


spring  (probably  the  spring  of  1786),  but  he 
found  that  his  crib  of  corn  had  been  stolen, 
and  that  there  were  adverse  claims  upon  his 
land  in  Waterbury.  His  title  proved  to  be 
worthless.  Then  he  came  to  Bolton,  and 
settled  on  the  land  where  Hon.  S.  B.  Kenne- 


Plattsburo-h  were  di-^tinctly  heard  in  I?o!ton,  j  dy,  his  son,  now  lives.  Here  he  resided  till 
and  as  it^resoundcl  tlirough  tho  valley,  it  |  his  death,  which  was  in  1820  in  the  77th  vear 
awoke  the  spirit  of  '76  in  the  brea«*t  of  every 


man,  Mr.  Barnet  was  one  of  a  large  com- 
pany that  niarcl>ed  from  Bolton  as  soon  as 
they  heard  the  sovuid.  Tlx'v  were  organized 
into  a  company  by  ('apt.  .John  Pineo,  at  the 


of  hia  age.  He  was  a  true  patriot  and  con- 
sistent christian. 


John  Bone, 
.V  native  of  France,  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
old  stage  house  kept  by  .iiimes  Whilcoomb  :  I  tlors  in  Bolton.    Heboardedat  Mr.  Levaque's 
and  being  all  rea<ly  at  sunset,  they  marched  |  tavern  while  clearing  his  land.    It  was  one 
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day  in  June,  not  fur  from  the  year  17U8,  that 
he  complained  of  headache,  and  kept  his  bed 
most  of  the  day.  lie  walked  out  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  was  last  seen  going  towards 
the  mountain,  lie  did  not  reiurn,  and  the 
neighbors  gathered  the  next  day  to  search 
the  woods  for  him.  It  was  very  ditiScult  to 
find  any  trace  of  the  lost  man,  but  they  fi- 
nally discovered  a  trail  in  the  dried  leaves, 
and  followed  it  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
400  feet  high.  The  track  was  very  near  the 
edge,  as  if  one  went  there  in  the  dark  with- 
out knowing  the  danger,  then  it  went  back 
from  the  cliff,  but  soon  came  around  in 
a  circle,  and  appeared  to  end  at  the  edge  of 
the  rock.  They  found  his  lifeless  body  at 
the  bottom  of  the  precipice.  It  had  stripped 
the  limbs  from  one  side  of  a  spruce  tree  as 
he  fell,  and  this  retarded  the  force  of  so  great 
a  fall,  in  such  a  manner  that  he  was  not  so 
badly  bruised  as  he  otherwise  would  have 
been.  In  memory  of  the  man  who  met  such 
a  horrible  fate,  this  precipice  has  ever  since 
been  called  Bone  mountain. 

Asa  Lewis. 

It  has  been  said  by  wise  men  that  "poets 
are  born."  Mr.  Lewis  was  an  illustration 
of  this  maxim.  "Without  education,  and  al- 
most isolated  from  the  world'  by  the  wilder- 
ness with  which  the  early  settlers  were  sur- 
rounded, yet  he  spoke  (he  never  used  the 
pen)  in  rhyme  as  fluently  as  common  people 
do  in  prose. 

He  was  a  Methodist,  and  almost  invariably 
spoke  at  social  meetings  inverse.  It  seemed 
to  require  no  special  effort,  and  indeed  if  he 
commenced  speaking  in  prose,  he  would 
naturally  run  into  poetry,  sometimes  it 
would  be  blank  verse,  but  more  frequently 
rhyme,  and  in  one  instance  he  delivered  more 
than  twenty  stanzas  impromptu.  As  reporters 
were  not  present  in  those  days  when  they 
held  meetings  in  log  school  houses,  this  po- 
etry could  not  be  preserved.  One  verse  is 
remembered  by  an  old  inhabitant.  It  is  a 
part  of  an  exhortation: 

"May  the  south  wind  of  thy  sper-it. 
O'er  thy  gank'ii  pleas«  to  blow. 
And  revive  those  droopinir  flowers 
That  have  been  witht-rvd  so." 

On  one  occasion  the  meeting  had  been  un- 
usually dull,  and  Mr.  Lewis  arose  and  said : 

"  A  solemn  time  it  ifpcnis  to  be, 
The  Lord  have  mns.*y  on  30U  and  me; 
Hold  fnst  in  fitith,  a\Ad<-  lu  Him, 
He'll  fill  your  v«^.*so1jj  to  the  brim." 

Rev.  B.  J.  Kennedy  was  present  at  this 
meeting,  and  noted  this  stanza  in  his  nicino- 
randum.    Mr.  Lewis  was  at  the  battle  of 


riattsburgh,  and  died  in  Bolion  about  the 
year  18:55.  He  was  one  of  those  to  whom 
Grey  referred  when  he  said: 

"Chill  penury  repretwi  their  noble  rap:e, 
And  froze  the  ueuial  current  of  the  houI." 

Col.  Roby  G.  Stone. 

[We  take  the  following  sketch  from  the 
Xew  York  Daibj  Xcu-s^,  written  by  Gideon  J. 
Tucker,  Esq.,  May,  18o7:] 

Col.  Stone,  the  veteran  editor  of  the 
Plattsburgh  Republican,  is  the  oldest  demo- 
cratic editor  in  the  state  of  New  York— the 
Dean  of  our  professional  faculty.  We  look 
upon  him  as  a  remnant  of  the  times  when 
there  were  giants  in  the  political  arena,  for 
campaigns  were  fought  and  victories  won  by 
him  and  his  cotemporaries  when  most  of  the 
present  editors  were  unbreeched  occupants 
of  the  nursery. 

Col.  Stone  is  a  native  of  Bolton,  Vt.  It 
was  in  1823,  that  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Burlington  (Vt.)  Stutinel,  and  we  extract 
from  the  Plattsburgh  Republican  of  Feb.  17, 
1855,  some  of  his  interesting  reminiscences 
and  reflections  upon  looking  back  to  that, 
his  first  departure  from  home,  and  entrance 
into  busy  life. 

"More  than  31  years  have  rolled  by  since 
we  hung  up,  in  that  same  Sentinel  office,  a 
little  snuff'  colored  jacket  and  brown  cap, 
and  standing  upon  an  old  type  box,  com- 
menced ' learning;  the  cases.'  We  remember 
the  cap  and  jacket  well,  and  we  remember 
how  our  mother  sat  up  several  nights,  after 
the  other  members  of  the  family  were  in  bed, 
to  get  that  little  brown  suit  ready  by  the  day 
appointed  for  her  boy  to  leave  home  and 
enter  upon  his  long  ap])ronticeship.  The 
day  arrived — the  suit  was  donned — and,  with 
a  small  bundle  in  our  hand,  we  were  ready 
to  start  for  the  '  stage  house.'  It  was  a  sad 
day  for  the  inmates  of  that  dwelling  —  the 
breaking  up  of  the  household.  Alas  I  father 
and  mother  have  long  since  passed  to  their 
rest,  the  house  is  in  ruins,  and  none  of  our 
'kith  or  kin'  are  upon  the  premises.  But 
the  'Good  bye,  God  bless  you,'  whispered 
in  sorrowful  tones  by  that  mother,  has  never 
passed  from  our  memory.  Wo  hear  it  often 
and  often,  as  we  sit  alone,  busy  with  the 
scenes  and  memories  of  the  past ;  we  hear 
it  'in  the  silence  of  ni^ht,  in  the  hours  of 
nervous  watchfulness,'  when  we  lie  upon  our 
bed  thinking  of  'the  loved  and  lost,'  and  it 
will  be  with  us  forever.  ' 

The  printer's  boy  remained  almost  ten 
years  in  the  Sentinel  office,  and  no  more  apt 
scholar,  politically  or  professionally,  ever 
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graduated  from  that  stanch  and  true  demo- 
cratic establishment.  After  his  six  years' 
apprenticeship  had  cxpirod  he  assumed  the 
entire  editorial,  mechanical  and  tinanciul 
management  of  the  paper.  He  embarked 
actively  and  boldly  in  public  life,  and  his 
popular  manners  early  auractcd  a  large 
circle  of  personal  friends.  Having  an  in- 
clination in  the  military  life,  he  rose  from 
one  commission  in  the  militia  to  another,  and 
before  he  left  Vermont  held  the  rank  of  di- 
vision inspector. 

Some  time  iu  1832  or  1833,  Col.  Stone  re- 
moved to  Plattsburgh  and  purchased  the  Jie- 
puhlican,  which  had  been  originally  estab- 
lished by  the  Hon.  Azariah  C.  Flaei;  (after- 
wards state  comptroller,  and  now  controller 
of  the  city  of  New  York),  in  the  year  1811. 
Col.  Stone  has  printed,  edited  and  owned  the 
Republican  for  now  about  a  qiuirter  of  the 
century,  and  is  still  in  the  -vifror  of  life.  His 
eye  is  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated  ; 
and  woe  be  to  the  tyro  in  the  profession  who 
rashly  couches  the  goose  quill  against  him. 

He  has  been  chairman  of  the  democratic 
town  committee  of  Plattsburgh  for  21  j^cars, 
chairman  of  the  county  committee  of  Clin- 
ton county  18  years,  and  chairman  of  the 
congressional  and  senatorial  district  com- 
mittees 11  years.  In  1854,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Soft  state  committee,  and  upon 
the  union  of  the  party  in  1850,  was  made  a 
member  of  the  present  .state  committee  of 
the  united  party.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
give  a  list  of  the  various  conventions,  state, 
district  and  county,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  in  the  course  of  the  past  25  years. 
If  we  of  a  few  years'  experience  in  the  edi- 
torial sanctum  can  boast  of  •*  having  made 
and  unmade  great  men,*'  how  many  must 
there  be  who  can  trace  their  rise  or  fall  to 
the  old  warrior  of  the  riattsburijh  Republican. 

"Col.  Stone,  though  a  stranger  to  salaried 
offices,  has  not  abandoned  his  early  military 
ambition  and  propensities,  since  his  sojourn 
in  our  state.  For  17  years  he  was  a  brigade 
inspector,  and  he  is  now  inspector  of  the 

fourth  division  of  N.  Y.  state  militia  

As  a  military  man  his  repute  keeps  pace 
with  that  which  he  has  won  as  a  politician 
and  an  editor:  and  socially,  morally  and 
professionally  he  is  estoomed  by  all  who 
know  him.  No  man  .stands  higher  in  the 
affections  of  the  democracy  of  northern 
New  York." 

[From  the  JJurlin;/fr>n  S>'ntitiel  of  January, 
1855,  we  add:  "('<)!.  Stone  has  held  a  com- 
mission in  the  militia,  and  done  military 


duty  ever  since  1827.    His  first  commission 
was  given  him  in  1827,  by  Gov.  Butb-r  of 
this  state,  as  Ensign  in  the  (1th  company  -JJ 
brigade,  and  3d  division  of  Vermont  iniliiin, 
commanded  by  Col.  Steel  of  Ilinesburj;!,. 
and   Adjutant   Dubois.     He  was  coinmi-i- 
I  sioned  by  Gov.  Crafts  as   lieutenant  and 
j  captain,  and  by  Gov.  Palmer  as  division  in- 
j  spector." 

From  the  Burlington  Daily  Times,  Aug.  H, 
18G2 :  ''Among  the  numerous  visitors  attend- 
ant on  commencement,  none  was  more  pro- 
minent or  quickly  noticed.  The  colonel  in- 
forms us  that  he  has  attended  38  commence- 
ments ;  the  first  being  in  1822." 

Col.  Stone  is  the  last  of  his  family  of  the 
name  of  Stone.  His  parents  (who  came 
from  Massachusetts)  and  brothers  are  bu- 
ried in  BoltoB.,  over  whose  remains  the  colo- 
nel erected  a  monument  in  August  last. 
Every  oflBce,  civil  and  military,  that  he  held 
in  1857,  when  Tucker  wrote  the  biography, 
he  holds  now,  in  1SQ2.—Ild.} 

EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ADDRESS 
Delivered  by  Rev.  B.  J.  Kennedy  [a  native  of 
Bolton,  and  41  member  of  the  Brie  Conference, 
Ohio)  in  184-5,  at  a  British  Wesley  an  Method- 
ist Missionary  Meeting. 

"  That  the  impulses  by  which  the  Christian 
missionary  is  actuated,  are  of  a  divine  cha- 
racter, there  can  be  no  doubt,  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  fact  of  his  taking  his 
life  as  it  were  in  one  hand,  and  his  Bible  in 
the  other,  and  voluntarily  banishing  himself, 
and  that  toa  for  life  —  from  the  scenes  of 
"su  eet  home,"'  native  home  —  the  friends  of 

j  his  youth,  the  ties  of  kindred,  nearest,  dear- 

j  est,  sweetest  and  strongest,  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  some  benighted  corner  of  the  earth, 

I  some  far-off  island  in  the  watery  waste,  where 
only  wild  beasts  and  wilder  men  inhabit, 

I  with  no  other  earthly  motive  than  the  disse- 
mination of  the  truth  'as  it  is  in  Jesus,'  the 
promulgation,  of  the  '  glorious  gospel  of  the 
blessed  God.^ 

"That  holy  mandate,  'go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture,' is  now  Ijeing  obeyed.  The  fatal  torch 
is  now  bein;^  \vithheld  from  the  funeral  pile 
of  the  Hind«>o,  and  the  unhappy  widow  no 
longer  suffers  the  death  of  a  Pagan  victim. 
The  Red  men  of  the  American  forest  are  ex- 
changing the  tomahawk  for  the  word  of  God. 
The  war  club  and  scalping  knife  are  falling 
useless,  and  the  more  civilized  implements 
of  husbandry  are  being  used  in  their  stead, 
wherever  the  light  of  the  ble?god  gospel  is 
made  to  shiae.    However  gratifying  the  ac- 
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counts  of  the  progress  of  Christianity  among 
the  heathen  thus  far  may  appear,  yet  much, 
yea,  very  much,  remains  to  be  done.  The 
funeral  fires  have  not  all  ceased  to  burn,  the 
widow's  shrieks  and  orphan  s  cries  are  not  all 
hushed  in  Christian  peace.  Ilcnce  the  harvest 
is  truly  great,  and  the  laborers  are  compara- 
tively few ;  and  in  order  that  the  many  dark 
abodes  of  heathen  cruelty,  ignorance,  guilt, 
sin  and  degradation,  may  be  blessed  with  the 
diffusion  of  Christian  knowledge,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  virtue  and  piety  increased,  much 
is  yet  required  of  the  Christian  and  the  phi- 
lanthropist to  perform. 

''Let  us  then,  my  friends,  as  a  Christian 
people  having  the  good  of  our  fellow-men  at 
heart,  and  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  duty  due 
to  them,  to  ourselves  and  to  our  God,  come 
forward  in  the  true  spirit  of  charity  and 
Christian  generosity,  and  render  that  pecu- 
niary aid  which  the  '  giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift'  has  so  generously,  as  his  stew- 
ards, placed  in  our  hands,  to  be  expended 
for  the  diffusion  of  Christian  knowledge  and 
gospel  truth  in  the  land  of  the  heathen." 
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REFLECTIONS  ON  A  DESERTED  WARE- 
HOUSE. 

BY  B.  J.  KENNEDY. 

Vile  competition  !  how  I  hate  thy  name ! 
Thou  'st  tumbled  thousands  from  the  tip  of 
fame. 

The  poor  unfortunates  that  lack  for  brain 
Are  strongly  trammeled  with  thy  galling 
chain. 

Yon  Gambriel  roof  a  monument  doth  stand. 
Of  wild  ambition's  direful  reckless  hand. 
That  "firm"  which  once  so  boldly  met  the 
eye, 

Low  as  the  basement,  "bottom  up"  doth  lie. 
No  busy  crowds  are  starting  from  thy  doors, 
Nor  heaps  of  goods  bestrew  thy  numerous 
floors.  [ware, 
Thetur'ring  wheel  that  raised  the  merchant's 
Hangs  on  its  axle,  but  revolves  not  there. 

That  iron  "safe 
with  gold 

Doth  vacant  stand  —  and  utter  nothing  hold. 
The  brilliant  key  once  faithful  to  its  trust, 
For  want  of  use  now  cover'd  o'er  with  rust. 

"Rust  may  corrupt,"  but  "thieves  cannot 
steal"  here  [to  fear. 

For  where  nought  dwells  there  is  for  nought 

The  sun  hath  sunk  —  dark  clouds  obscure 
the  sight  — 

Deserted  Avarehouse,  here's  to  thee — "Good 
night." 


which  once  was  wedged 


ARnANOED  BY  EUSSELL  8. 
TAFT,  ESQ. 

"There's  much  ho        nbout  Vermont 
For  history  nnd  hooK, 
Much  to  be  written  yet,  and  murh 
That  has  be«n  written  wrong." 

£astman. 

Name. 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  Burlington  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  was  likely  derived 
from   the   Curling   family  of  Westchester 
county,    in  the  state  of  New  York.  The 
Burlings  were  extensive  land  holders  in  the 
several  towns  chartered  at  tho  same  time 
with  Burlington,  and  though  not  original 
grantees  of  that  town,  yet  they  owned  seve- 
ral tracts  of  land  in  it  acquired  after  the 
charter  was  granted.    They  were  grantees 
in  several  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of 
Burlington.    Colchester  was  granted  to  Ed- 
ward Burling  and  sixty-six  others,  among 
whom  were  ten  of  that  name,  from  this  fact 
it  is  supposed  by  many,  that  the  name  was 
intended  for  Colchester,  which  lies  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Winooski  river,  and  that  by 
some  clerical  error  the  name  of  Burlington 
was  given  to  this  town  instead  of  that.  If 
this  be  true,  no  doubt  the  name  of  Williston 
was  intended  for  Burlington  as  it  was  char- 
tered on  the  same  day  with  Burlington,  which 
was  granted  to  Samuel  Willis  and  others 
there  being  four  of  that  name  among  the 
grantees.    There  were  six  of  the  name  of 
Burling  among  the  grantees  of  Ferrisburgh, 
and  Huntington  was  chartered  on  the  same 
day  with  Burlington  to  Edward  Burling  and 
others.    The  fact  that  their  name  occurs  so 
frequently  among  the  grantees  in  the  early 
charters  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  belief  that 
the  name  was  derived  from  them,  and  it  was 
originally  intended,  no  doubt,  for  the  town 
to  which  it  was  applied. 

Charter. 

The  charter  was  granted  by  the  province 
of  New  Hampshire  on  the  7th  of  June,  A.  D. 
17G3,  and  was  in  the  form  used  by  the  pro- 
vince in  granting  townships  at  tbat  time; 
the  admeasurement,  according  to  the  charter 
was  1^0,0-40  acres,  of  which  an  allowance  was 
made  for  "highways,  ways  and  unimprovable 
lands  by  rocks,  ponds,  mountains  and  rivers, 
1,040  acres  free,"  and  said  town  was 

"Butted  and  bounded  ns  follows,  viz.: 
Beginning  at  the  southerly  or  southwest  side 
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of  French  or  ()nion  river,  so  called  at  the 
mouth  of  t^a'id  river,  theuco  runnins;  up  l>y 
gaid  river  until  it  comes  to  a  place  that  is  1(» 
miles  upon  a  str.iip:ht  line  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  aforesaid,  then  runs  upon  a  line 
perpendicular  to  the  aforesaid  10  miles  line 
southerly  so  far  a.s  that  a  line  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  parallel  to  the  10  miles  line  aforesaid, 
will,  within  the  lines  and  the  shore  of  the 
said  lake,  contain  G  miles  s.]uare."' 

The  inhabitants,  as  soon  as  there  should 
be  50  families,  were  granted  the  privilege  of 
holding  two  fairs  annually,  and  also  of  keep- 
ing a  market  on  one  or  more  days  in  each 
week  as  might  be  thought  most  advantageous 
to  them. 

The  grantees  were  required  to  improve  5 
acres  of  land  for  each  50  acres  owned  by 
them,  within  the  next  5  years  after  said 
grant,  to  reserve  for  the  frovernmcnt  all 
white  and  other  pine  trees  fit  for  masting  the 
Boyal  Navy;  to  reserve  near  the  centre  of 
the  town  a  tract  of  land  for  town  lots  of  one 
acre  for  each  grantee;  and  to  pay  one  ear  of 
corn  annually,  if  lawfully  demanded,  for  the 
space  of  10  years,  and  after  said  10  years 
the  sum  of  one  shilling,  procian\ation  money, 
for  every  100  acres  owned,  settled  or  pos- 


The  names  of  the  grantees  were:  Samuel 
Willis,  Tunis  Wortman,  Thomas  Dickson, 
John  Willis  ye  3^,  Stephen  Willis,  Daniel 
Bovvrie,  Thomas  Cheshire,  Jr.,  John  Birdsall, 
Benjamin  Townsend,  Thomas  Youngs,  Sam- 
uel Jackson,  Gilbert  Weeks.  Zebn  Seaman, 
Jur  John  Whitson,  William  Kirbee,  Joseph 
Udell,  John  Wright.  Ju^,  Abraham  Van  Wick, 
Minne  Suydam,  Jacobus  Suydam,  Edmund 
Weeks,  Nicholas  Townsend.  Samuel  Van 
Wyck,  John  Willis,  Jr..  Thomas  Alsop, 
Thomas  Pearsall.  Jr.,  William  Frost,  Senr, 
Thomas  Frost,  William  Frost.  Jr.,  Penn  Frost, 
Zebulon  Frost,  William  Cock,  Thomas  Van 
Wick,  Harmon  Lctfoni.  Thomas  Jackson. 
Thomas  Udell,  John  Wright  March.  Dnniol 
Voorhees,  Joseph  Denton,  Georpe  Pearsall, 
John  Wortman,  Ju'".  P>«'njamin  IJirdsall,  John 
Birdsall,  Jr.,  Jacob  ivirbeo,  JJenja  Fish,  Law- 
rence Fish,  John  Whitson  the  T.d.  Nathanl 
Fish,  Richard  Seaman.  Morris  Seaman,  Jori^ 
Pratt,  Nathanl  S*  ;uunn.  Jr..  Ricli'J  Jackson, 
Jr.,  Solomon  Si-ainan,  Israel  Seaman,  Jacob 
Seaman,  Sen»*.  Jacol*  Seaman,  Richard  F.lli- 
son,  Jur,  Richard  Ellison,  Third,  Samuel 
Averhill,  The  Ilon^^-o  Jno  Temple,  Theodore 
Atkinson,  M.  Huntino;  WerUworth,  Henry 
Sherburn,  Eleazer  llussoll,  Esq.,  and  An- 
drew Clarkson.  rirrhts. 

His  excellency  Ronning  Wentworth,  Es- 


I  quire,  a  tract  of  land  to  contain  GOO  acre* 
I  marked  B.  W.  in  the  plan,  which  is  to  he  ac- 
i  coiinted  two  of  the  within  shares, 
i     One  whole  share  for  the  incorporated  «/>- 
I  ciety  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in 
i  foreign  parts. 

One  share  for  the  Glebe  for  the  church  t.f 
I  England,  as  by  law  established, 
j     One  share  for  the  first  settled  minister  of 
j  the  gospel- 

I     And  one  share  for  the  benefit  of  a  school 
I  in  said  town.    Making  in  all  72  shares  or 
rights  of  land  of  320  acres  each. 

FiasT  Propeietoes'  Meetings. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  pro- 
prietors' meeting : 

Salisbury,  March  23d,  1774. 
Then  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of 
Burlington  (  a  Township  lately  granted  under 
the  great  seal  of  the  Province  of  Newhamp- 
shier  now  in  the  Province  of  New  York),  met 
according  to  a  Legal  Warning  in  the  Connec- 
ticut Cm-rent  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Capt, 
Samuel  Morris,  Innholder  in  Salisbury  in 
Litchfield  county  and  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Ih  Voted  that  Col.  Thomas  Chittenden  be 
moderator  for  this  meeting. 

2iy  Voted  That  Ira  Allen  shall  be  Proprie- 
tor's Clerk  for  said  Township. 

3'y  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the 
j  24th  day  of  Instant  March,  at  nine  o'clock, 
to  be  held  at  this  place. 

IsA  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 
March  the  24  Day  A.  D.  1774. 
Then  the  meeting  was  opened  according  to 
I  adjournment. 

I     Vy  Voted,  That  Whereas,  Ethan  Allen,  Re- 
!  member  Baker,  Reman  Allen,  Zimri  Allen, 
I  and  Ira  Allen  known  by  the  name  of  the  Onion 
j  River  Company,  who  are  Proprietors  in  this 
j  Township  of  Burlington  on  said  River  (a 
'  Township  lately  granted  by  the  Governor  and 
Counsel  of  Newhampshier  and  is  now  in  the 
;  Province  of  New  York)  have  expended  large 
I  sums  of  money  in  cutting  a  road  through  the 
I  woods  from  Castleton  to  said  River  seventy 
I  miles,  ami  clearing  olF  cncamberments  from 
I  the  said  lands  in  them  parts,  clearing  and  cul- 
tivating and  settling  some  of  these  lands  and 
keepiivj  possession  which  by  us  is  viewed  as 
a  great  advantage  towards  the  settlement  of 
j  these  lan»Is  in  general,  especially  the  Town- 
ship of  Bjjrlington. 

Whereri!?,  The  said  Ethan  Allen,  Remember 
Baker,  I[«;'nian  Allen,  Zimri  Allen  and  Ira 
Allen  have  laid  out  fifteen,  hundred  acre  lots 
in  said  Township  bounding  on  said  river. 
Therefore  in  consideration  of  these  services 
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done  by  them,  in  consideration  of  their  aet- 
tlement  of  five  families  on  said  lots  with  those 
that  are  already  on,  and  girdling  live  acres 
on  each  one  hundred  acre  lot  in  two  years 
from  the  first  day  of  June  next,  improving 
game. 

It  is  voted  ;  if  proper  Survey  bills  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Proprietor's  Clerk  of  said  Town 
And  recorded  in  this  Book  by  the  first  day  of 
June  next  the  said  lots  are  confirmed  to  them 
as  80  many  acres  of  their  rights  and  shares 
in  said  Township  said  fifteen  lots  are  to  be 
laid  seventy  rods  wide  on  the  river, 

2Jr  Voted  that  each  proprietor  have  liberty 
•at  his  own  cost  to  pitch  and  lay  out  to  him- 
self one  hundred  acres  on  one  whole  right  or 
share  that  they  own  in  said  town,  said  lots  to 
be  laid  out  not  less  than  seventy  rods  wide, 
exclusive  of  what  hath  already  been  granted 
to  be  laid  in  said  town.  Provided,  they  clear 
and  girdle  five  acres  to  said  right  within  two 
years  from  the  time  said  lots  are  laid  out. 

3ly  "Voted  that  there  shall  be  for  each  one 
hundred  acres  to  be  laid  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington one  hundred  and  three  acres  laid, 
which  three  acres  shall  be  improved  for  the 
use  of  said  town  for  public  highways  if  need- 
ed in  the  most  convenient  place  of  said  lot. 

Voted.  That  the  Proprietors  Clerk  shall 
record  all  deeds  of  sale  and  Survey  Bills  of 
land  in  said  Burlington  that  shall  be  offered 
to  him  if  paid  a  reasonable  reward  therefor, 
and  that  the  survey  first  recorded  or  received 
to  record  shall  stand  good  without  regard  to 
the  dates  of  said  survey  Bills, 

5'y  Voted,  that  Ira  Allen  shall  be  a  Sur- 
veyor to  lay  out  said  town. 

6ly  Voted,  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  Fortfradreck  in  Colchester  on  Onion  River, 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June  next 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Ira  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

Fortfradreck,  June  6  Day,  A.  D.  1774,  then 
this  meeting  was  opened  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

lly  Voted  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  in  July  next  at  ten  o'- 
clock in  the  fore  noon  to  be  held  at  this  place. 

Ira  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

Fortfradreck,  July  3d,  1774,  Then  this  meet- 
ing was  opened  according  to  adjournment. 

lly  Voted,  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  25  day  of  Instant  July  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  fore  noon  to  be  held  at  this  place. 

Ira  Allex,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

Fortfradreck  July  25  Day,  A.  D.  1774. 
Then  this  meeting  was  opened  according 
to  adjournment. 


Vt  Voted,  That  each  Proprietor  or  Pro- 
prietors may  on  their  own  cost  and  charges, 
survey  and  lay  out  to  themselves  all  the  rest 
of  their  right  or  rights,  that  is  not  laid  out, 
in  one  or  more  pieces,  one  hundred  acres 
shall  not  be  narrower  than  seventy  rods,  and 
if  any  be  laid  in  iitger  or  lesaor  quantities  it 
shall  not  be  narrower  than  in  proportion  to 
one  hundred  acres  being  seventy  rods  wide 
and  to  turn  on  square  angles  and  whene 
there  is  a  piece  left  between  lots  or  the  town 
line  it  shall  not  be  narrower  than  seventy 
rods  in  width. 

2'y  Voted,  That  Ira  Allen  shall  survey  and 
lay  out  all  the  public  rights  in  this  town  on 
the  proprietor's  expense  and  return  all  the 
survey  bills  to  the  Proprietors  clerk  of  said 
Town. 

Sly  Voted,  That  this  meetin  g  be  adjourned 
to  the  3d  day  of  October  next  to  be  held  at 
this  place. 

Ira  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

Fortfradreck,  October  3,  1774,  Then  this 
meeting  was  opened  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

I'y  Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  in  May  next  to  be  held 
at  this  place. 

Ira  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

Fortfradreck,  May  1st,  1775. 

Then  this  meeting  was  opened  according 
to  adjournment. 

liy  Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  of  September  next  to  be 
held  at  the  same  place, 

Ira  Allen,  Proprietor's  Clerk. 

In  this  abrupt  manner  the  records  end, 
the  cause  no  doubt  being  that  the  settlers 
were  called  away  to  take  part  in  the  patriotic 
struggle  then  just  begun  at  Lexington  on  the 
19th  of  the  previous  month.  Immediately 
afterwards  the  attempt  to  take  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point  was  made,  and  Ethan  Allen 
who  was  at  Bennington  hastened  to  send 
northward  for  Remember  Baker  and  Seth 
Warner,  who  were  at  the  fort  at  Winooski  at 
that  time,  to  join  him:  thii  they  did  in  lime 
to  take  part  in  the  expedit  ion  against  the  two 
forts  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake.  Col.  War- 
ner heading  the  party  which  captured  Crown 
Point;  this  was  ten  days  after  the  la>st  meet- 
ing at  Fort  Frederick,  and  from  this  time 
forward  their  activity  in  the  war  required 
their  presence  in  other  places,  and  their  at- 
tention to  other  pursuits;  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  township  for  tho 
time  ceased. 
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Eaely  Owners  of  Lands. 

Tho  Allen  brothers  and  Remember  Baker, 
within  a  few  years  alter  the  granting  of  the 
charter  of  IJurlington,  under  the  title  of  the 
Onion  River  Land  company  became  the  own- 
ers, by  purchatie  of  original  grantees,  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of 
Onion  river  and  caused  tliem  to  be  surveyed  ; 
Ira  Allen  subsequently  became  the  proprie- 
tor of  most  of  these  lands.  It  is  somewhat 
4iflScult  for  an  impart i:il  observer  to  decide 
■which  party  had  the  best  claim  to  the  title 
land  jobber,  the  Yorkers  or  the  persons  com- 
posing the  company  known  Si>metime  by  the 
name  of  the  Allen-Baker  company,  and  at 
others  by  that  of  the  Onion  River  company,  as 
scarcely  a  town  from  Pownal  to  Ilighgaiebut 
that  the  latter  were  the  owners  of  large  tracts 
of  land  embraced  within  its  limits,  and  in 
some  instances  almost  the  entire  township. 
The  indomitable  and  persevering  energy  of 
the  Allen  family  was  more  than  a  match  for 
those  claiming  under  the  New  York  grants, 
and  they  became  possessed  of  the  title  of 
fully  one  third  of  the  land  between  Lake 
Champlain  and  the  Green  mountains;  five- 
sevenths  of  the  town  of  Burlington  belonged 
at  different  times  to  Ira  Allen.  The  follow- 
ing are  instances  of  the  amount  of  land 
owned  and  conveyed  at  that  period  by  him : 
721  acres  of  land  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  town  known  by  the  name  of  Lane's 
bow,  and  being  the  intervale  above  the  High 
bridge,  was  bought  by  Samuel  Lane  of  Ira 
Allen  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1778.* 

On  the  13th  day  of  March,  1791,  Ira  Allen 
executed  a  mortgage  deed  to  John  Coffin 
Jones  of  Boston,  ^lass.,  in  consideration  of 
$7,500,  in  which  the  lands  are  described  as 
follows,  viz.,  "beginnincr  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  John  Knickerbacor,  Esqrs.  land, 
being  a  stake  and  stones  near  Onion  river, 
about  40  rods  below  the  bridge  at  llie  nar- 
rows;  then  south  30°  west  about  2  miles  to 
the  road  from  Peter  Benedict.  E^qs.  to  Bur- 
lington bay;  then  westerly  about  1  mile  and 
a  half  to  the  road  leading  from  the  falls  to 
Shelburn;  then  northerly  by  said  road  to 
the  college  lands;  then  east  by  the  college 
lands  to  the  southeast  corner  thereof;  then 
north  40  rods  to  tho  northeast  corner ;  then 
west  200  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones,  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  College  green;  then 
north  about  40  rods  to  the  ruiid  leading  from 
Allen's  mills  to  the  lake  shore ;  then  easterly 
by  said  road  about  GO  rods  ;  then  crossing 
said  road  about  uO  rods  west  of  Col.  Stephen 

•  Town  Record*,  il,  rP-  30,  72,  83. 


Pearls;  then  northerly  on  tho  east  side  of 
the  road  leading  to  the  intervale  or  meadowt, 
being  about  1  mile  to  Onion  river;  then  up 
the  river  as  it  tends  to  the  bounds  begun  at, 
being  more  than  2  miles,  including  all  th# 
falls  in  Onion  river  against  Colchester,  niilli, 
dwelling  houses,  &:c." 

Also  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  1794,  a 
mortgage  deed  to  secure  the  payment  of 
£1,5G0  to  Henry  Newman  of  Boston,  Mans., 
the  premises  being  described  as  follows: 
"Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  a  GO 
acre  lot  belonging  to  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont; then  running  south  half  of  a  mile; 
then  west  about  half  a  mile  to  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Burlington  bay  to  Shelburn  ;  then 
southerly  by  said  road  3  miles  ;  then  east 
504  rods  ;  then  northerly  to  the  road  leading 
from  Williston  to  Burlington  bay  ;  then  west- 
erly by  said  road  to  the  south  line  of  said  oO 
acre  lot ;  then  westerly  in  the  line  of  said 
lot  to  the  bound  begun  at." 

First  Surveys. 

The  first  surveys  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Burlington,  were  made  in  the  year 
1772.  The  following,  relating  to  them,  is 
taken  from  the  Field  Journal  of  Ira  Allen, 
No.  7,  and  entitled:  "Salisbury,  January 
4, 1773.  ]  A  Journal  of  Surveys  Made  |  In  the 
Preseeding  Year,  by  ]  Ira  Allen,  |  Survey- 
or, j  It  Being  the  first  |  of  !My  Surveying."  \ 

Burlington  surveys,  September  30,  1772. 
Then  began  the  survey  of  No.  1  and  2.  Be- 
gan about  \  mile  below  the  Lore  falls  on  a 
buttonwood  tree,  marked  N^.  1,  I.  A. ;  then 
W.  10°  S.  32  rods  ;  then  N.  10  W.  100  rods  ; 
then  E.  10°  N.  4  rods  to  a  bass  tree,  stands 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.    No  1. 

"  Lot  No  2.  Begins  at  the  N.  westerly 
corner  of  No  1  at  a  bass  tree ;  then  W.  lO'' 
S.  56  rods;  then  north  10°  W.  100  rods  to  a 
soft  maple  tree.  No  2  stands  on  ye  bank  of 
the  river." 

Mr.  Allen,  during  the  same  year,  mado 
surveys  as  follows  :  Colchester,  September 
28,  1772,  two  lots  Bolton,  October  14,  1772, 
nine  lots,  Castleton  and  Poultney  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1772. 

Mr.  Allen  was  engaged  the  greater  part  of 
the  next  two  years  in  exploring  and  survey- 
ing this  portion  of  the  state.  One  of  the  lots 
surveyed  in  1773  was  numbered  83,  which  is 
the  highest  number  of  lots  to  be  found  among 
the  surveys  of  that  year.  This  marks  the 
progress  of  surveying  and  shows  that  some 

itime  must  have  been  spent  by  them  here  that 
year. 
He  surveyed  tho  east  line  of  the  township 
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in  July,  1773.  The  northeast  corner,  he 
Bays  in  bis  journal,  is  a  **tlry  hemlock  tree, 
marked  B,  W.,  and  several  other  letters." 
This  corner  was  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
600  acre  tract  beloncriug  to  (jov.  Wentworth, 
and  is  now  in  the  town  of  \Villiston,  and  still 
called  the  Governor's  Right. 

Allen  marked  "Burlington"  and  "Willis- 
ton,"  as  he  says,  "at  leargc,"  "on  a  beech 
tree  near  the  hemlock."  On  a  tree  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  town  he  marked 
(Burlington,  July  IG,  1773,  Ira  Allen).  He 
also  surveyed  the  west  line  of  the  town.  The 
survey  is  commenced  thus  : 

"  Munites  of  travising  the  lake  from  the 
N.W.  corner  of  Burlington,  which  is  at  the 
mouth  of  Onion  river  to  the  next  large  brook 
to  the  river  Leplote.  The  corner  is  a  soft 
maple  tree,  and  is  wrote  on  it  (Burlington, 
August  11,  1773,  Ira  Allen)." 


First  Settlee. 
The  first  settler  who  came  into  Burlington 
was  Felix  Powell,  in  the  year  1773.  Fre- 
quent reference  is  made  to  him  by  Ira  Allen, 
in  his  journals  of  surveys.  In  one  of  his 
journals  is  the  following  item  of  account: 

"Burlington,  November  10,  1773. 
Phelix  Powell,  Dr. 

To  1  Pocket  compass,..,   £0  3 

"  250  Eight  penny  Nales,    0  3 

*'  Beefe. 
'*  Beefe. 

**  1  Pocket  compass. 

"  11  days  work  of  Sleeper." 

And  on  the  next  page  the  following  item: 
"When  Powell  went  to  Mill  he  had  2  half 

Joes  and  1  Pistole — I  have  had  Ten  Dollars." 
The  nearest  mills  at  that  time  were  those 

at  New  Haven,  on  the  Lower  falls  in  Otter 

creek,  where  Vergennes  was  subsequently 

located. 

On  the22dday  of  October,  1774,  Mr.  Pow- 
ell bought  of  Samuel  Averill  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  in  consideration  of  £30,  a  tract 
of  land  in  Burlington.  The  deed  describes 
Powell  as  of  "Burlington  county  of  Char- 
lotte, and  Province  of  New  York,  and  the 
land  as:  All  that  one  full  right  or  share  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Burlington  on 
Onion  river,  in  the  province  of  New  York, 
granted  under  the  great  seal  of  the  province 
of  New  Hamphire,  which  share  I  have  as  an 
original  grantee."  * 

This  land,  in  addition  to  the  village  lots  con- 
sisted of  three  103  acre  lots,  occupying  the  i 
whole  of  Appletree  point,  and  running  north-  i 

•  Town  Rec,  toL  n,  p.  301.  | 


erly  nearly  to  Onion  river.  Mr.  Powell  sub- 
sequently cleared  a  portion  of  the  land  on 
the  point  and  erected  a  log  house,  but  after- 
wards removed  to  .Manchester  in  Bennington 
county,  anii  on  the  I'Jth  day  of  August,  1778, 
in  consideration  of  £19!J.  sold  his  right  of 
land  to  James  Murdock,  of  Saybrook,  Conn. ; 
the  deed  is  recorded  on  page  4,  vol.  2,  of  the 
town  records,  and  describes  the  land  as  "  1 
full  share  or  riglit  of  land  lying  in  the  town 
of  Burlington  on  Onion  river,  in  the  state  of 
Vermont,  which  right  was  granted  by  Gov. 
AVentworth  to  Samuel  Averill ;  the  pitch  is 
made  on  a  place  commonly  called  Apple 
Tree  point,  where  there  are  about  5  acres  of 
land  under  improvement  with  a  log  house 
upon  it.  Burlington  was  recognized  by  the 
first  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  as  in  the 
province  of  New  York,  this  was  in  1774,  and 
also  in  the  deed  from  Averill  to  Powell,  be- 
fore mentioned  ;  but  in  the  deed  from  Powell 
to  Murdock,  it  is  stated  to  be  in  the  state  of 
Vermont.  The  state  government  had  then 
been  lately  organized,  and  down  to  this  event 
the  settlers  generally  supposed  that  they 
were  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York, 
but  claimed  the  validity  of  the  titles  under 
New  Hampshire.  This  the  New  York  au- 
thorities would  not  admit,  and  thus  the 
troubles  arose,  which  resulted  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  Vermont.  If  New  York  had 
acknowledged  the  grants  made  by  Gov. 
Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont 
would  to  day  have  probably  formed  a  portion 
of  the  Empire  State. 

In  November,  1774,  Stephen  Lawrence  of 
Sheffield,  Mass.,  bought  of  Remember  Baker 
lot  No.  10,  on  Onion  river,  and  during  the 
same  year  contracts  were  made  by  John 
Chamberlin,  Ephruim  Wheeler,  Stephen 
Clap,  Ichabod  Nelan,  Benjamin  Wate,  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  Burlington,  of  different 
members  of  the  Allen  family  with  a  view  to 
their  settlement,  but  little  was  done  bv  them 
before  all  were  compelled  to  leave. 

The  next  settlement  was  cominenced  by 
Lemuel  Bradley  and  others.  In  1774  and 
177o  clearings  were  made  in  the  northerly 
parts  of  the  town  on  ilic  intervale  and  near 
the  falls  opposite  the  Allen  settlement  in  Col- 
chester, and  buildings  were  erected.  In  the 
fall  of  1775  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
treated southerly  to  the  more  settled  portions 
of  the  state,  while  others  passed  the  winter 
at  the  block  fort  in  Colchester,  but  all  soon 
afterwards  left  in  consequence  of  the  troubles 
with  Great  Britain,  then  existing  in  the  colo- 
nies. The  final  abandonment  of  the  town  took 
place  in  the  summer  of  177«),  after  the  mas- 
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terly  retreat  from  Canada  of  Maj.-Gcn.  Sul- 
livan (in  commanci  of  tlie  American  army),  in 
June  and  July  of  that  year.  Tliia  movement 
left  the  frontiers  north  of  Ticonderoga  un- 
protected, and  was  the  immediate  cause  of 


injr,  as  far  as  possible,  the  contentions  and 
strife  then  eiisting  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  grants,  arising  from  the  conHlcling 
claims  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire, 
and  many,  no  doubt,  in  Bennington  county. 


the  desertion  of  all  the  seitlomcnts,  including  j  were  well  pleased  to  escape  the  turmoils  and 
Burlington,  north  of  Rutland  county.  The  I  skirmishes,  in  which  they  had  for  years  been 
town  was  represented  by  Mr.  Lemuel  Brad- j  engaged,  by  diving  still  deeper  into  an  open 
ley  in  the  first  general  convention  held  in  !  and  unprotected  wilderness.  The  diatanoo 
Vermont,  composed  of  delegates  from  the  !  to  Albany,  from  whence  most  of  th^  New 
different  towns  in  the  state,  at  the  inn  of  !  York  opposition  arose,  together  with  the  fact 
Cephas  Kent  at  Dorset  in  Bennington  county,  |  that  it  is  one  of  fairest  portions  of  the  state 
on  the  2oth  day  of  September,  1776,  one  ses- 1  were  the  reasons  of  so  many  emigrating  to  this 
men  of  tb«  convention  having  been  previous-  |  county  during  that  period.  The  route  by 
ly  held  at  the  same  place  on  the  24th  day  of  |  which  ihe  settlers  came  to  Burlington  was  by 
July  in  the  same  year,  of  which  no  records  j  the  lake,  or  the  road  cut  by  Col.  and  Lieut, 
exist.  Mr.  Bi-adley's  name  does  not  appear 
in  the  list  of  those  present  at  the  sub>ciuient 
session  in  January,  1777,  at  Westminster, 
when  the  territory  known  as  the  New  Ilamp- 


Allen  and  Capt.  Baker  in  the  year  1772,  from 
Castleton  to  Colchester ;  this  road  crossed  the 
Otter  creek  near  the  saw  mill  at  the  lower  falls 
belon^inq;  to  Mr.  Pangburn,  where  the  city 


shire  grants  was  declared  a  free  and  inde-  i  of  Vergennes  was  subsequently  located,  and 


from  thence  to  the  falls  in  the  Laplot  river 
at  what  is  now  called  Shelburne  falls  in  Shel- 
burne,  and  from  thence  in  a  direct  course  to 
the  falls  at  Winooski ;  this  road  with  the  block 
forts  near  Vergennes  and  at  Winooski,  was 
quite  a  protection  to  the  Vermontese  as  they 
are  styled  in  some  of  the  earlier  histories  of 


pendent  jurisdiction  or  state  by  the  name 
of  New  Connecticut  aliasYermom.  No  one 
remained  in  town  from  this  time  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  At  this  period  there  were  but 
few  settlements  in  Chittenden  county.  A 
few  families  had  settled  in  Shelburne  in 
1770  (Has.  Hist.,  803)  but  they  held  under 
the  New  York  claimants  and  were  permitted  i  the  state, 
to  remain  as  long  as  they  were  peaceable, 

with  leave  to  use  their  option  as  to  purchas-  Second  Peoprietors'  Meeting. 

ing  under  the  New  Hampshire  titles  f  Allen's  The  proprietors  of  Burlington  were  warn- 
Hist.,  42).  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  ed  to  meet  at  Noah  Chittenden's  dwelling 
Col.  Allen  and  Capt.  Baker  fotind  and  took  house  in  Arlington,  Vermont,  on  the  29th 
prisoners  a  surveying  party  (accompauied  by  |  day  of  January,  1781.  The  notice  is  dated 
13  Indians)  under  one  Capt.  Stevens  from  j  Sunderland,  November  21st,  1780,  and  signed 
Kew  York,  who  were  surveying  under  the  '  Ira  Allen,  Assistant,  and  was  published  in 
authority  of  that  state  in  Barlini.'ton  and  j  the  Connecticut  Cotirant.  The  notice  stated 
Colchester  near  the  falls  at  Winooski :  they  j  the  business  of  the  meeting  to  be  1st  "to 
were  released  on  promising  not  to  return.  I  choose  a  moderator;  2di7  a  clerk;  3dly  to 
To  guard  this  portion  of  the  grants  from  the  I  make  and  establish  such  divisions  of  lands  as 
inroads  and  settlements  of  the  New  Yorkers.  !  may  then  be  agreed  on  and  to  transact  any 
the  Allen  and  Baker  families  erected  a  block  !  other  business. 

fort  at  the  falls  in  Colchester,  with  32  port  i  The  proprietors  met  and  voted,  1st  His  Ex- 
holes  in  the  upper  story,  and  well  provided  \  cellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  Moderator.  2ly 
with  implements  of  war;  thus  determined  |  Ira  Allen,  Clerk,  and  3iy  Ira  Allen,  Treasurer, 
were  the  settlers  to  resist  the  claims  of  the  I  4^7  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  former 
most  powerful   colony  in    America.     Col.  !  Proprietors'  Meetings. 

Thomas  Chittenden  had  commenced  a  FPttle-  i  oiy  Voted,  That  on  examining  the  former 
ment  in  Williston,  and  the  towns  of  Jericho  ;  proceedings  of  the  proprietors,  and  consider- 
ftnd  Richmond  were  settled  at  the  pametimc;  ;  ing  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  towns  and 
but  all  the  settlements  were  aban-loned  in  ^  New  Hampshire  grants,  being  claimed  by  New 
1776,  and  nono  again  attempted  until  the  close  I  York,  and  experience  in  defending,  &c.,  and 
of  the  war.  I  the  proceedings  appearing  consonant  with  the 

One  great  reason,  no  doubt,  which  contri-  j  laws  and  usages  of  the  government  of  Xexo 
huted  to  the  rapid  settling  of  these  towns.  1  Hampshier  and  the  proceedings  of  the  people 
just  prior  to  the  Revolution,  was  the  desire  i  of  the  New  Hampshier  grants  before  the 
on  the  part  of  those  emigrating  to  this  state  I  late  Revolution,  we  do  therefflre  hereby  rati- 
from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  of  avoid-  j  fy  and  contirra  all  the  votes  and  proceedings 
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of  the  several  proprietors  meetings  as  here 
tofore  recorded  in  this  book  (lat  vol.  Pro 
frictors'  Rrcords,)  respecting  the  division  of 
lands,  recording  of  survey  bills  and  every 
other  matter  and  thing,  as  fully  and  amply 
aa  though  said  proprietors  moetinga  had  been 
held  under  the  present  law  and  customs  of  this 
state. 

6lr  Voted  Future  Meetings  to  be  called  by 
the  Clerk  by  notice  in  News  Papers  in  which 
legal  notices  are  inserted  upon  application 
by  one  six  teenth  of  the  proprietors. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 
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Eablt  Settlers, 
From  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  town  was  rapidly  settled.  In 
1783,  Stephen  Lawrence,  Avho  9  years  before 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  here,  moved  his 
family  into  town.    John  Doxey,  Frederick 
Saxton  and  John  Collins  came  the  same  year, 
and  at  the  taking  of  the  first  census  in  1791, 
the  population  amounted  to  332  — Burlington 
was  then  the  95th  in  point  of  numbers  in  the 
state  — and  in  1800  to  815;  it  was  then  the 
71st.    John  Doxey  settled  upon  the  intervale, 
north  of  the  village,  but  his  settlement  was 
submerged  by  an  overflow  of  the  river,  and 
he  removed  to  one  hundred  acre  lot  No.  1-15 
on  the  road  now  running  from  the  Ilio-h 
bridge  to  Hinesburg,  near  the  present  re- 
sidence of  Alexander  Ferguson.  Stephen 
Lawrence,  Samuel  Lane  and  John  Knicker- 
bocker settled  near  the  High  Bridge.  John 
Collins,  Job  Boynton,  Mr.  King  and  Mr. 
Keyes  at  the  lake  on  lots  Nos.  11-15,  and  set 
tlements  were  soon  formed  at  the  head  of  Pearl 
street.    The  Loomis  family  and  Frederick 
Saxton  were  early  settlers  at  that  place. 
Jonathan  Hart,  Zachariah  Hart,  Philip  Walk- 
er, Isaac  French,  Jeremiah  French  and  John 
Downer  settled  quite  early  in  that  part  of 
Burlington  east  of  Muddy  run   (as  it  was 
then  called),  which  was  subsequently  an- 
nexed to  Williston.    Timothy  Titus  settled 
at  Muddy  Brook,  and  erectf;d  the  first  saw 
mill  built  in  town,  just  above  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Burlington  to  Williston,  at  the 
point  where  the  road  crosses  that  stream  ;  this 
mill  was  built  previous  to  1788.    Isaac  Webb 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town.    John  Van  Sicklin  settled  in 
the  southeast  portion  of  the   town.  The 
names  of  the  early  surveyors  employed  in 
this  town  were  Thomas  Butterfield,  William 
Coit,  Caleb  Henderson,   Ira  Allen,  Nahum 
Baker,  Nathaniel  Allen,  Abel  Waters  and 
Edward  Allen. 


The  records  of  the  early  marriages  and 
deaths  in  this  town  are  quite  meager.  The 
first  marriage  on  record  is  in  the  following 
words  : 

"Samuel  Hitchcock  and  Lucy  Caroline 
(daughter  of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen),  married  May 
26th  1789.  ^ 

The  first  births  recorded  are  as  follows: 
Loraine  Allen   Hitchcock,   daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Lucy  C.  Hitchcock  born  June 
oth  1790." 

John  Van  Sicklin  Jr  son  to  John  Van 
Sicklin  and  Elizabeth  Van  Sicklin  was  born 
June  11th  1790." 

John  Cadles  Doxey,  son  of  John  Doxey,  waa 
born  February  22  1785,  but  his  birth  is  not 
on  record. 

The  first  town  meeting  on  record  is  in  the 
following  words : 

At  a  Town  Meeting  legally  warned  and 
held  in  Burlington  on  the  19th  day  of  March 
1787. 

Ist  Voted  Samuel  Lane,  Esq.,  Moderator. 
2J  Voted  Samuel  Lane,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk. 
3d  Stephen    Lawrence,    Fradt  Saxton, 
Samuel  Allen,  Selectmen. 

4  Voted  Job  Bovnton,  Constable,  sworn.  ' 

5  Voted  Stephen  Lawrence,  David  Perigo, 
Capt.  John  Collins,  Surveyors  of  Highways* 
sworn.  ' 

6  Voted  Stephen  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Job 
Boynton,  Samuel  Lane,  Esq.,  Listors  sworn. 

7  Voted  Samuel  Lane,  Jr.,  David  Perigo, 
Fence  Viewers  sworn. 

8  Voted  that  Frederick  Saxton's  Barn  and 
yard  be  a  pound  for  said  town  the  ensuing 
year. 

9  Voted  Frederick  Saxton  be  key  keeper. 

10  Voted  To  raise  a  tax  of  2^  on  the  pound 
for  the  purpose  to  purchase  town  books. 

11  Voted  Stephen  Lawrence  Town  Treasu- 
rer. 

12  Voted  To  raLse  a  tax  of  2'1  on  the  pound 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  highways 
and  building  bridjies  in  said  town. 

13  Voted  Job  Boynton  Collector  of  the  afJ 
tax. 

14  Voted  that  ihis  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  in  .May  next  at  2  o'clock 
afternoon. 

This  meeting  was  opened  according  ad- 
journment. 

Voted  that  Job  Boynton  cdlect  only  Id  on 
the  pound  of  the  I'J  tax  and  the  samc'be  laid 
on  the  highways. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  without 
day. 
Attt. 
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Erastus  Bosttcick,  now  living  in  Ilincs- 
burg,  some  94  years  of  ftge,  says  that  when 
he  first  came  to  Burlington,  some  time  prcvi- 
ous  to  1701,  there  were  but  three  houses  at 
the  village  or  bay  as  it  was  then  called ;  they 
were  situated  near  the  foot  of  Water  street. 
Capt.  Job  Boynton  lived  in  a  large  frame 
house  low  on  the  ground.  Capt.  King  kept 
tavern  at  the  northeast  corner  of  King  and 
Water  streets,  a  two  story  house  with  a 
kitchen  in  the  rear;  it  was  at  this  house  that 
the  courts  for  Chittenden  county  were  held 
for  a  few  years  after  Burlington  was  made  a 
shire  town.  Capt.  John  Collins  lived  in  a 
frame  house  near  the  present  corner  of  Water 
and  King  streets.  Grant,  a  Scotchman  or 
Englishman,  a  gentleman-like  man,  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  a  small  one 
roomed  log  store ;  he  kept  cloths,  groceries, 
&c.,  for  sale. 

A  few  logs  fastened  to  the  shore  of  the 
lake  was  the  beginning  of  the  old  wharf. 
Lumbermen  had  temporary  huts  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  square,  which  was  covered  with 
bushes  and  shrubbery  with  now  and  then  a 
pine  tree.  Some  small  houses  were  scatter- 
ed along  at  the  head  of  Pearl  street  and  from 


posed  by  the  residents  at  the  High  br:  l-* 
and  the  falls,  as  the  travel  from  llinethur» 
way  would  be  diverted  in  consequence  of  u 
from  past  those  places;  but  the  Hhorier 
tancc  commended  itself  to  the  early  sctilcrt, 
and  more  especially  to  the  owners  of  Ian  it 
upon  the  new  route,  and  opposition  was  of 
no  avail.  The  location  of  the  road  was  e«. 
teemed  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  thai 
when  the  party  locating  it  reached  Mr.  Bene- 
dict's, Capt.  Hurlburt,  who  like  a  good  cbri**. 
ian  and  follower  of  Timothy,  "took  a  \hi\ti 
wine  for  the  stomach's  sake,"  immediaie'v 
ordered  a  large  quantity  of  that  precious,  re- 
freshing  and  invigorating  beverage  com- 
monly called  Old  Jamaica,  to  be  distribute-! 
among  the  crowd;  and  if  the  testimony  of 
those  present  upon  that  occasion  can  be  be- 
lieved, like  Miles  Standish's  men-at-arms, 

All  drank  as  'twere  tbeir  mothers'  milk,  and  not  a  nui 
afraid. 

Thus  carefully  were  the  customs  of  the 
ancient  Puritans  preserved  —  men  who  be. 
lieved  in  making  their  hearts  bold  and  their 
arms  strong  upon  all  important  occasions  by 
ample  preparations  of  meat  and  wine,  to- 
gether with  certain  articles  imported  from 


thence  to  the  falls,  where  Ira  Allen  lived  in  a  j  their  fatherland,  in  stone  jugs,  a  free  and 
large  two  story  house.  There  were  at  this 
time  332  inhabitants  in  town,  there  being  6 
towns  in  the  county  with  hirger  population; 
the  inhabitants  were  quite  evenly  distributed 
through  the  different  parts  of  the  town. 

In  the  year  1794  the  persons  named  below 
•were  acting  as  follows : 

John  Fay,  Elnathan  Keyes,  attorneys prac-  i  been  carefully  handed  down  by  the  inhabit- 
tising  in  the  county  court.  i  ants  in  the  vicinity,  even  to  the  present  gene- 

Samuel  Lane,  AViiliam  Coit,  justices  of  the  I  ration.    The  road  from  the  college  groun is 


abundant  use  of  which   resulted  in  the 

sachem's  learning 

The  rule  he  taught  to  kith  and  kin, 
"Run  from  the  white  man  when  you  find  he  smells  of 
Hollands  gin!  " 

The  love  for  the  said  Jamaica,  acquired 
upon  that  occasion  at  Peter  Benedict's,  has 


peace. 

John  Fay,  postmaster. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town  until  nearly  1800  the  highway  running 
easterly  from  Burlington  bay  passing  the 
falls  at  Winooski,  the  High  bridge,  then 
across  the  mouth  of  Muddy  run  and  through 
the  north  part  of  Williston,  past  the  settle- 
ment of  Gov.  Chittenden,  was  intersected  at 
the  High  bridge  or  Narrows  (j^ometimes  call- 
ed), by  the  road  from  Hinesburg,  which 
passed  through  the  east  part  of  this  town  on 
the  present  location  of  Fourth  street,  Capt. 
Daniel  Hurlburt  first  ran  a  road  from  the 


no  doubt  would  have  run  more  to  the  south, 
reaching  the  Hinesburg  road  nearer  Si. 
George,  and  thus  by  abridging  the  distance 
accommodating  the  people  in  that  direction 
more,  were  it  not  for  a  very  vehement  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  settlers  to  pass  and  repass 
the  aforenamed  tavern  of  Mr.  Benedict,  of 
which  privilege  they  would  have  been  de- 
prived had  the  road  run  south  of  its  present 
location. 

More  interesting  than  anything  that  can 
be  collected  frgm  old  records  and  manuscripts 
and  the  hearsay  of  old  settlers  taken  down 
by  third  persons,  is  the  statement  made  by 


south  side  of  the  college  grounds  to  the  tavern  i  the  venerable  Horace  Loomis,  in  July.  IStiO 


stand  of  Peter  Benedict,  ai'terwurds  known  as 
theEldredge  place,  on  the  corner  of  the  road 
from  the  High  bridge  to  Hinesburg  and  the 
Winooski  turnpike;  the  locution  of  this  road, 
forming  afterwards  the  western  end  of  the 
Winooski  turnpike,  was  very  zealously  op- 


of  his  recollections  of  Burlington.  No  per- 
son living  has  had  better  opportunities  of 
knowing  what  has  taken  place  here  in  its 
earlier  days,  and  none  were  here  as  early  as 
he,  who  has  continued  a  resident  of  the  place 
until  the  present. 


BURLINGTON. 
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One  of  the  few  whose  memory  reaches 
back  to  the  "times  long  past  over  which  the 
twilight  of  uncertainty  has  already  thrown 
its  shadows,  and  the  night  of  forgetfulness 
is  obout  to  descend  for  ever.'' 

He  came  to  the  state  when  the  town  wm  new. 
When  the  lordly  pine  and  the  hemlock  i?Tcw 

In  the  place  where  tho  court  house  stAuds. 
Wben  thestuntwl  ash  und  the  alder  black. 
The  slender  fir  and  the  tamarack. 

Stood  thick  on  the  meadow  lands. 

He  says:  "I  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Berk- 
shire county,  ^Massachusetts,  on  the  15th  day 
of  January,  177o,  was  the  oldest  of  G  child- 
ren who  grew  up  to  man  and  womanhood. 
My  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  tanner  and 
currier.  I  went  to  the  common  schools  of 
the  time  until  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
that  is,  when  I  was  small,  all  the  time,  and 
■when  larger,  during  the  winter ;  when  I  was 
twelve  years  of  age  I  was  sent  to  school 
to  Sharon,  about  16  miles  from  Shefield; 
it  was  in  winter;  stayed  there  about  a 
■week,  but  being  homesick  I  packed  up  my 
clothes  and  about  the  time  school  went  in, 
took  my  leave  for  home  on  foot,  had  a  hard 
time  of  it,  it  -was  very  cold  but  I  would  not 
stop  until  I  got  home,  which  was  about  nine 
o'clock  P.  M.  The  folks  found  no  fault,  but 
I  was  embarrassed  and  wanted  to  go  back, 
which  I  did  in  about  a  fortnight  and  that 
■was  the  first  and  last  time  I  was  homesick. 

"With  my  father's  family  I  moved  up  to 
Turlington,  Vermont,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  17th  day  of  February,  1790,  at  12  o'clock 
at  old  John  Collins's,  Avho  lived  in  a  building 
on  the  site  of  the  brick  house  of  John  Pome- 
roy,  on  "Water  street,  and  after  waiting  about 
half  an  hour  for  some  flip  we  took  up  our 
residence  in  a  log  house  which  stood  just  east 
of  Luther  Loomis's  store,  on  wliat  is  now  Pearl 
street,  where  we  lived  until  the  latter  part  of 
November  of  the  same  year,  when  we  moved 
into  the  house  at  present  occupied  by  Edward 
C.  Loomis,"^  which  was  raised  on  the  8ih  day  ! 
of  July  of  the  same  year.  All  the  people 
that  could  be  got  from  Shelburne,  Essex,  Col- 
chester and  Burlington,  were  present  at  the 
raising;  we  had  a  good  time,  plenty  of  St.  j 
Croix  rum,  a  barrel  of  which  my  father  i 
brought  from  Sheffield.  I  forgot  to  say  that ! 
we  moved  up  in  five  sleighs  ;  we  stopped  in 
Lenox  the  first  night,  the  next  night  at ' 
Williamstown,  the  next  night  near  Granville, 
the  next  day  we  struck  Lake  Champlalu,  and 
stopped  near  Crown  point,  then  traveled  on 
the  lake  to  Charlotte,  where  we  put  up  with 
Mr.  Grant,  the  next  day  we  arrived  nt  Bur- 
lington.   It  took  some  time  to  get  all  the 


•Corner  of  Pearl  and  Williams  street. 


children  ready  with  Old  Jenny  the  negro 
woman  in  the  morning. 

When  we  came  to  Burlington,  there  were 
on  what  is  now  Water  and  King  streets  but 
four  buildings.  Capt.  Boynton's  on  what  is 
now  the  southeast  corner  of  Water  and  King 
streets ;  Collins,  as  above  stated  ;  Captain 
Gideon  King's  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Water  and  King  streets,  and  a  blacksmith 
shop  a  little  north  of  and  opposite  the  Collins 
place.  Col.  Frederick  Saxton  had  made  a 
beginning  of  the  old  Pearl  house,  in  1789, 
where  he  lived  when  we  came  here,  having^ 
sold  out  to  my  father  the  log  house  and  20 
acres  of  land.  Daniel  Hurlbut  lived  in  a 
]  log  house  near  the  site  of  the  Samuel  Reed 
j  house,  now  occupied  by  A.  C.  Spear,  at  the 
head  of  College  street,  on  the  College  green. 
Benjamin  Boardman  lived  in  a  log  house,  a 
little  north  of  the  brick  house  on  the  inter- 
val farm  of  J.  N.  Pomeroy,  occupied  by  J. 
Storrs.  Mr.  Spear,  cither  Bearing  or  his 
father,  lived  in  a  log  house  on  the  interval 
near  the  river,  on  land  now  owned  by  Philo 
Doolittle.  There  was  a  house  on  the  Ethan 
Allen  farm  occtipied  by  a  Mr.  Ward.  There 
was  also  a  log  house  on  the  Bradley  farm  oc- 
cupied by  ]Mo?e3  Blanchard.  There  were  a 
number  of  little  plank  and  log  houses  at  the 
falls,  and  among  the  occupants  were  Judson; 
and  Mr.  Spaft'ord  was  lumbering  there,  and 
William  Munson  was  tending  the  saw-mill, 
and  James  Hawley  tended  the  grist-mill, 
such  as  it  was.  Alexander  Davidson  lived 
on  the  shore  opposite  the  Theodore  Catlin 
place.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Lockwood 
lived  above  the  falls,  near  what  since  is 
called  the  PioHing  place,  near  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  afterwards,  occupied  by  Dr.  Fletcher. 
Daniel  Castle  lived  about  half  a  mile  east  of 
Davidson's.  There  was  a  shanty  on  the  site 
of  J.  N.  Pomeroy's  red  farm  house,  built  by 
a  Frenchman  by  the  name  of  Mont(?,  which 
he  had  occupied  while  he  was  getting  out 
masts  and  rolling  them  into  the  river  at  the 
Rolling  place  on  the  hill  above,  where  the 
brick  house  of  J.  X.  Pomeroy  stands.  Under 
the  hill  where  Eliab  Forbes  lived,  near  the 
High  bridge,  Stephen  Lawrence  and  his 
mother  lived.  John  Knickerhockcr  boarded 
with  Joel  Harvey,  who  with  his  fumily  lived 
near  the  present  site  of  (leo.  B.  DeForest's 
house  on  Tuttle  street.  Eli«<ha  Lane  lived 
on  a  part  of  what  was  afterwards  my  father's 
farm,  above  the  High  briiige  on  tiic  interval, 
he  bought  out  Klisha,  Sainuol.  und  Samuel 
Lane,  jr.,  ^vho  lived  on  the  laud  wheti  we 
carne.  Jock  Winchcll  and  Bariy  Willard 
lived  over  the  river  ou  the  Stanton  and 
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"Weeks  farm.  Barty  WiUard  moTed  here  the  j  Strphrn  Pearl  came  from  the  Grand  Isle 
second  year  afterward,  Peter  Benedict  lired  !  about  the  year  1704,  and  moved  into  th« 
at  the  old  Eldredge  place.  Samuel  Allen  '.  house  now  standing  and  occupied  by  .Mm. 
lived  on  the  hill  this  side  of  Muddy  Brook.  ;  Alvin  Foote,  at  the  head  of  Pearl  street, 
John  Doxcy  lired  where  Alexander  Fergu-  |  which  was  built  by  Frederick  Saxton  in  ih« 
son  now  lives,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  |  fall  of  the  year  1789.  Saxton,  Stackhoute. 
Eldredge  place.  There  waa  quite  a  little  :  Burt,  Willard,  Jock  Winchell  and  Stpplicn 
settlement  of  the  Frenches  and  others  in  that  i  Lawrence  came  here  in  June,  1783.  Thre« 
part  of  the  town,  which  was  set  off  to  j  of  them  built  a  shanty  near  the  spring  junt 
"Williston,  Nathan  Smith  lived  on  the  Fish  j  above  Mr.  Sidney  Barlow's  in  Maria  Loomi»' 
farm,  and  John  Van  Sicklin  lived  on  the  farm  !  lot,  and  Saxton  built  a  log  house  just  above 
which  his  son  now  owns.  A  man  by  the  j  the  site  of  Luther  Loomis'  store,  where  Phi- 
^ame  of  Marvin  lired  under  the  hill  just  I  neas  Loomis,  first  lived  in  this  town  with  his 
this  side  of  John  Van  Sicklin.  Avery,  that  i  family,  and  afterwards  Isaac  "Webb  in  1791, 
framed  my  father's  house,  lived  at  the  falls,  j  and  last  Dr.  John  Pomeroy,  who  lived  there 
Nahum  Baker  lived  with  him,  and  helped  to  ■  from  the  spring  to  the  fall  of  1792.  .. 
frame  the  house.  Stephen  Pearl  had  been  a  merchant  and 

'  William  Coit  lived  in  Colchester,  at  Ira  i  failed,  in  Pawlet,  Vt.;  when  he  moved  to  the 
Allen's,  and  the  next  year  built  a  house  on  I  Grand  Isle.  He  was  made  sheriff  of  Chit- 
the  comer  of  Water  and  South  streets,  on  j  tenden  county,  of  which  Grand  Isle  was  then 
which  was  built  Court  House  s-iuare,  facing  }  a  part,  about  the  time  he  came  to  Burling- 
to  the  south,  and  was  afterwards,  about  j  ton  ;  and  continued  sheriff  for  many  years 
1802,  sold  to  Amos  Bron«on,  and  by  him  |  thereafter.  He  bargained  for  the  place  which 
moved  to  the  north  side  of  the  square,  and  \  be  went  into,  and  for  50  acres  of  intervale 
-was  long  occupied  by  Bronson,  Arza  Crane,  i  "^^ith  Ira  Allen  —  which  place  he  occupied 
John  Howard,  Newton  Hayes,  successively,  |  until  his  decease.  He  owned  a  large  tract 
and  afterwards  by  John  Howard  as  a  hotel,  j  of  land  on  the  intervale,  and  was  a  large 
The  first  jail  was  built  of  timber  on  the  j  farmer,  and  a  good  one.  For  about  three 
corner  of  Church  and  College  streets,  and  i  years  he  was  a  merchant,  which,  with  his 
was  afterwards  moved  to  its  present  site.  1  generous  habits,  was  long  enough  to  use  up 
The  college  was  built,  or  the  walls  put  up  |  about  one  half  of  his  property.  For  many 
and  covered  in  1802.  The  old  president's  i  years  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  — uQtil 
house  was  built  some  2  or  3  years  before.  |  in  fact,  he  was  too  infirm  to  attend  to  its 
The  first  school-house  built  in  town  or  vil-  j  duties.  As  a  magistrate,  in  the  trial  of 
lage  was  built  just  ea<i  of  the  convent,  and  !  causes,  he  gave  general  satisfaction  —  found- 
taught  by  one  Nathaniel  Winslow;  I  went  j  ing  his  decision  on  his  own  sense  of  right, 
there  to  school  about  ten  days  and  could  i  without  paying  too  much  attention  to  the 
learn  nothing  from  him.  i  plea  of  the  lawyers.     He  was  frequently 

The  wild  animals  in  the  country  when  we  i  elected  selectman  of  the  town.  His  hospi- 
came  here  were  bears,  deer  and  sable ;  no  j  tality  was  unbounded,  as  were  his  social 
gray  or  black,  squirrels,  till  3  or  4  years  \  qualities.  This  latter  was  his  weak  point, 
after;  now  and  then  a  stray  wolf  from  the  i  His  house  wag  always  the  home  of  the  friend- 
other  side  of  the  lake  was  aeen,  but  wolves  |  less,  and  was  always  visited  by  distinguished 
were  not  resident  here  ;  the  other  animals  I  strangers  from  within  and  without  the  state, 
mentioned  were  abundant.  I  knew  a  man,  I  where  they  were  entertained  at  a  plain  but 
Jim  Ward,  who  sent  luO  skins  of  the  sable  i  generous  board,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Pearl, 
to  Boston  1  year.  3  bears  were  killed  near  j  who  fully  responded  to  and  sustained  the 
where  the  college  stands;  th^y  destroyed  j  kindly  hospitalities  and  courtesies  of  her  hus- 
much  corn  on  the  intervale,  and  were  com-  j  band.  The  following  among  many  other  an- 
mon  all  over  town  :  there  were  al'o  in  the  j  ecdotes  of  the  colonel,  may  perhaps  be  worth 
country  beavers,  otters  and  minks,  not  abun- 1  preserving,  as  illustrative  of  his  character: 
dant;  beavers  were  here  as  late  as  1820.  {  On  his  first  trip  to  New  York  for  goods,  in 
There  were  no  rats  liere  until  they  were  i  the  hot  season  of  the  year,  after  a  short  visit 
brought  from  St.  John-,  in  the  old  horse  boat,  j  to  his  old  friend  Jemmy  Caldwell  of  Albany, 
by  Gid.  King:  mutikrats  were  abundant.  |  with  whom  he  breakfasted  or  dined,  or  both. 
There  were  a  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  Wi-  j  he  started  for  the  steamboat  in  his  shirt 
nooski  river:  they  barrcllei  them  at  the  i  sleeves,  carrying  his  coat  upon  his  arm. 
falls;  they  were  caught  here  as  late  as  IbOO  |  This  was  his  hrst  trip  in  a  steamboat.  On 
or  1810  with  a  scoop  net.  '  going  on  board  he  shortly  found  his  way  to 
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Ui«  gentlemen's  cabin  and  stepping  up  to 
the  bar  gave  a  free  rap  wiili  hi^  list,  ilia 
peculiar  manner  and  free  and  easy  mode 
were  noticed  by  those  around  him  and  par- 
ticularly by  a  company  of  young  Albany 
merchants  on  their  way  to  New  York;  and 
they  thought  to  have  a  little  sport  with  the 
free  old  gentleman,  at  his  cipeuse.  The 
colonel  was  not  long  in  perceiving  by  their 
motions  and  officiousnesa  their  intentions. 
One  came  up  and  enquired  where  he  was 
from?  Another,  what  was  his  name?  The 
colonel  rose  and  spreading  his  hands  in  an. 
expressive  manner  peculiar  to  himself,  said, 
*'my  name  is  Stephen  Pearl  —  I  am  from 
Burlington,  Vermont,  and  now,  I  should  like 
know  who  you  are  skipping  about  here  like 
mites  in  cheese?"  This  was  enough  —  the 
bar-keeper  came  —  they  had  a  joyous  time 
down  the  river  and  were  ever  afterwards 
friends. 

Col.  Pearl  was  a  large  and  portly  man,  and 
although  rather  clumsy,  had  a  fine  and  im- 
posing presence,  a  genial  and  benevolent  look, 
and  a  courtly  and  unfaltering  manner  in  any 
company,  and  under  all  circumstances.  He 
•was  in  fact  one  of  **  nature's  noblemen,"  and 
though  he  died  in  reduced  circumstances,  he 
was  universally  respected  and  beloved,  as 
was  attested  at  his  funeral,  which  was  attend- 
ed by  a  large  concourse  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends  from  this  and  the  adjoining  towns. 
He  died  on  the  2l8t  November,  1816,  aged 
69. 

"We  are  moreover  indebted  to  G.  B.  Saw- 
yer, Esq.,  of  this  village,  for  the  following 
information  in  regard  to  Col.  Pearl  and  other 
early  and  deceased  citizens  of  Burlington  : 

Stephen  Pearl. — There  never  was  another 
such  a  man.  He  had  such  an  extraordinary 
power  to  please,  he  commanded  and  charmed 
men,  women  and  children.  His  great  char- 
acteristics were  sense,  wit  and  benevolence. 
An  old  friend  could  never  pass  by  his  door 
unbailed.  He  united  conspicuously  majesty 
and  beauty  of  form  and  countenance,  and  as 
he  stood  in  his  porch,  his  tall,  large,  magnifi- 
cent form  looked  like  a  culossus.  He  was  a 
large  and  beneficent  landholder,  with  that 
wonderful  tact  of  distribution,  that  while  his 
divisions  made  others  rich,  they  did  not  im- 
poverish him.  He  was  a  caprain  at  Bunker 
Hill,  and  a  major  (I  think)  when  he  came 
out  of  the  Ficvolution.  He  was  a  colonel  in 
Rutland  county  militia,  and  present  at  the 
«*  Rutland  Shay's  Rebellion."  The  records 
of  Burlington  while  he  was  town  clerk,  la- 
beled Stephen  Pearl's  Book  of  Truth,  in  his 
round,  good  old  fashioned  hand,  are  them- 


selves a  fair  memorial  of  his  handsome  and 
original  way  of  doing  whatever  he  under- 
took.   Col.  Poarl  left  no  family. 

Timothy  Pearl,  brother  of  Stephen,  was 
shrewd  and  smart,  somewhat  like  hia  brother. 
He  was  judge  of  probate  of  Alburgh  district 
(see  County  Chapter).  Stephen  Pearl,  a 
merchant  in  Boston,  is  grandson  of  Timothy. 

Col.  Jamea  Sawyer^  born  in  1762,  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Col.  iiphraim  Sawyer  of 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  who  with  his  4  sons, 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
were  regular  officers  in  the  army.  The 
father.  Col.  Ephraim  Sawyer,  commanded  the 
Worcester  county  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  and  at  the  battles  of  Saratoga 
in  1777.  After  which  be  retired  from  service, 
but  continued  to  support  his  sons  there. 

James  Sawyer,  the  son,  wat  at  the  taking 
of  Yorktown,  and  at  the  storming  of  the  re- 
doubt (put  up  to  protect  the  wings).  He 
was  an  officer  in  the  Massachusetts  line.  He 
was  at  the  side  of  Col.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
to  whose  regiment  of  light  infantry  he  be- 
longed. After  the  Revolution  he  came  to 
Ptutland  and  lived  4  years.  At  the  Rutland 
Shay's  rebellion,  he  commanded  the  cavalry, 
and  rendered  important  services  in  suppress- 
ing that  outbreak.  From  Rutland  he  re- 
moved to  Brandon,  where  he  remained  6 
years,  and  removed  to  Burlington  in  1796, 
where  the  first  2  years  he  was  a  merchant; 
and  for  G  years  thereafter,  sheriff  of  the 
county  ;  he  succeeded  Col.  Pearl  as  sheriff. 
Col.  Pearl,  Col.  Sawyer,  Mr.  Daniel  Stani- 
ford,  Heman  Lowrey,  Heman  Allen  of 
Colchester,  and  Gen.  Davis  of  Milton,  were 
the  sheriffs  in  succession  for  50  years.  Mr. 
Sawyer  married,  in  1791,  Lydia  Foster  of 
Clarendon.  They  had  7  children.  Mr,  Saw- 
yer died  in  Burlington,  in  1827.  When  La- 
fayette visited  Burlington,  be  with  others,, 
who  came  to  grasp  the  hand  of  their  dis- 
tinguished guest,  passed  up  in  silence,  but 
the  Roman  nose  and  marked  countenance, 
though  it  had  been  42  years  since  they  had 
met,  were  instantly  recognized  by  the  gene- 
ral, who  saluted  him  without  hesitation  by 
his  military  title  and  name,  remarking: 
'*  Time  has  made  some  changes  with  us  all. 
Sir." 

James  L.  Sawyer,  son  of  James  Sawyer, 
I  graduated  at  Burlington  (the  Vermont  Uni- 
versity) in  180G  ;  then  the  voungesi  person 
who  had  ever  graduated  at  this  cuilege.  He 
was  a  law3cr  by  profession,  went  to  New 
York  in  1829,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  hia  life  ;  and  died  in  ISCO. 

Frederick  Augustus  Sairyer,  1st  lieutenant 
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of  the  11th  Vermont  regiment,  in  the  war  of 
1812,  son  of  James  Sawyer,  was  as  much  of 
a  soldier  as  nny  man  I  ever  saw.  He  gradu- 
ated at  the  Vermont  University  just  before 
the  war,  and  entered  the  army  as  an  enpign, 


Burlington  he  soon  fell  into  a  large  practice, 
and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
able  men  of  the  state.  He  was  appointe<l 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  and  died  within 
a  year,  in  1832,  aged  42.    His  family  are  all 


was  in  the  battles  of  Chrystlers  fields.  Chip- 1  gone. 

pewa,  Bridgewater,  and  in  the  defense  of  j  Daniel  Farrand,  the  son  of  Priest  Farrand 
and  sortie  from  Fort  Erie.  His  regiment  was  |  of  Canaan,  Conn.,  the  clergyman  wit  of 
6  years  after  the  war  at  IMattsburgh,  N.  Y.  j  Sprague's  Annals  of  the  American  Fulptt,  first 
In  1819,  he  resigned  his  commission,  came  |  settled  in  Vermont  at  Windsor,  where  he  was 
out  of  the  army  with  a  high  reputation,  re- i  t-heir  representative  to  the  legislature,  and 
turned  to  Burlington,  and  died  here  in  18;U.  I  speaker  of  the  house.    He  afterwards  came 

Of  Capt.  Horace  B.  Sawyer,  »on  of  James  |  to  Burlington,  and  in  1813  was  appointed  a 
Sawyer,  honorable  mention  is  already  made,  |  judge  of  the  supreme  court  with  Nathaniel 
in  the  Chittenden  County  Military  Chapter,  |  Chipman  and  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard  of  "Wind- 
and  a  biographic  sketch  may  he  found  under  1  sor.  He  was  a  man  of  vast  learning,  who 
the  head  of  Burlington  Biography.— AV.        |  inherited  his  father's  wit,  sarcasm  and  talent. 

George  F.  Sainjer,  son  of  Jame«<  .Sawyer,  j  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale, 


entered  the  navy  with  Com.  McDonougli  as 
private  secretary.  lie  was  a  purser  when 
he  died,  in  1852,  on  the  Cumberland  frigate, 
recently  destroyed  by  the  M err i mac.  He 
understood  many  languages,  and  was  in  the 
navy  28  years. 

George  Robinson,  a  native  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  represented  Burlington  more 
than  15  years,  in  the  Vermont  ietrislaiure. 
He  "was  a  man  of  boundless  wit  and  humor, 
universally  respected  and  beloved,  an  able 


Warren  Loomis,  the  most  brilliant  man  the 
town  ever  produced,  graduated  at  Burlington 
college  in  the  first  class,  1804,  and  died  when 
only  about  37.  He  was  an  advocate  and 
lawyer. 

Dr.  Robert  Moody  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  graduated  and  studied  medicine  before 
he  came  to  America.  He  studied  with  Dr. 
Powell  of  Burlington,  merely  to  get  admit- 
ted here  to  practice  ;  which  was  soon  accom- 
plished.   He  married  the  widow  of  George 


lawyer  and  advocate,  states  attorney,  judge  j  Harrington,  son  of  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Harrington, 
of  probate,  grand  master  of  masons  of  the  j  and  was,  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
state,  always  selectman ;  one  whom  the  peo-  j  was  occasioned  by  his  being  thrown  from  his 
pie  could  not  get  along  without,  held  all  the  j  carriage,  a  skillful  and  successful  practioner, 


oflttces  in  town.  He  died  abroad.  His  family 
are  all  dead  but  one  son ;  one  was  lost  at 
sea;  none  remain  in  Burlington. 

Stephen  Lawrence,  was  a  merchant  and  a 
son  of  one  of  the  fir«t  setth-r;*  in  town.  He 
was  buried  near  the  site  of  the  monument 
of  Ethan  Allen. 

Thomas,  Ephraim  and  Samuel  MtlU,  three 


some  12  or  15  years. 

Dr.  Robert  Coit,  a  respectable  physician, 
was  an  amiable,  moderate  man. 

Rev.  Luman  Foote,  an  Episcopal  clergyman 
in  Michigan,  a  younger  brother  of  the  late 
Hon.  Alvin  Foote  of  this  town,  .  graduated 
here  in  1818.  He  was  the  first  editor  of  ihe 
Free  Press. 

Dr.  Truman  Powell,  a  cotemporary  with 


brothers,  came  here  in  connection  with  the  | 
Burlington  Sentinel  (then  the  Xorthern  Scnti-  \  with  Dr.  J.  N.  Pomeroy,  had  a  large  practice 
net).    They  were  always  editors  and  post-  for  many  years 


masters,  and  though  thorough  democrats 
pretty  clever  fellows. 

Elnathan  Keijes,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  the 
early  times,  was  a  man  of  powerful  mind 
and  ability  ;  an  honored  and  distinguished 
citizen  of  the  town,  county  and  state. 

Col.  Wm.  C.  JJarnrijton,  was  another  Bur- 
lington lawyer  of  the  early  times  ;  an  able 
strong-minded  lawyer  of  the  old  school.  He 
died  in  1814.    Hi^  family  arc  all  gone. 

Hon.  John  C.  Th^r^'r^-n,  a  Rhode  Ir^lander 
by  birth,  came  to  Vorinont  and  niurried  a 
Miss  Patrick  of  Wind-^or,  and  first  f*cttled  in 
Hartland,  Vt.,  where  be  praciisod  Liw  several 
years  before  ho  removed  to  Burlington.  At 


Daniel  Staniford,  a  native  of  Bennington, 
came  here  when  about  the  age  of  30.  He  had 
previously  spent  some  9  years  in  North  Caro- 
lina. He  came  here  as  a  merchant  and  was 
in  trade  awhile.  He  succeeded,  as  has  been 
before  stated,  Col.  Sawyer  as  county  sheriff. 

Daniel  Ilurlburt,  was  a  rough,  hard,  pow- 
erful, in  body  and  mind,  man.  The  man  to 
build  bridges,  the  Burlington  college,  the 
turnpikes,  to  get  out  a  raft  for  Quebec,  and 
to  help  build  up  a  country  —  a  type  of  man 
passed  from  among  us  —  the  men  who  con- 
verted Vermont  from  a  wilderness  into  what 
it  is. 

George  Moore,  who  built  the  factory  at 
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Winooski  falls,  was  a  worthy  and  substan- 
tial business  man.  His  widow  and  son  still 
reside  here. 

E.  T.  Englesby,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Burlington  and  inherited  and  made  a  good 
deal  of  money,  was  for  many  years  presid- 
ent of  the  Burlington  bank,  and  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  village. 

Pbince  Edward  in  Buulinoton  in  1793. 
From  Recollections  of  Horace  Loomis, 

BY  J.  N.  POMEEOY,  ESQ. 

The  recent  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to 
this  country  has  awakened  an  interest  in  the 
facts  and  incidents  of  the  tour  of  his  grand- 
father Prince  Edward,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Kent  through  the  Canadas,  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts,  some  70  years  ago.  He  came 
from  Quebec  in  February,  1793,  where  for 
sometime  he  had  had  command  of  a  regiment. 
His  trip  through  the  country  was  accomplish- 
ed in  carryalls  and  sleighs.  His  first  stopping 
place  in  the  states  was  at  Chazy  or  Cham- 
plain  in  New  York  —  thence  on  the  ice  to  the 
Grand  Isle,  where  he  stopped  the  night  pre- 
ceding his  arrival  at  Burlington,  Vt., — a 
courier  had  been  sent  on  to  Burlington  to 
make  the  necessary  preparation  for  his  ac- 
commodation. There  were  not  over  seven 
framed  houses  in  the  whole  village  at  that 
time,  the  forest  being  almost  unbroken,  ex- 
cept on  Water  street,  and  the  road  leading 
easterly  to  the  falls  through  what  is  now 
Pearl  street,  and  to  the  north.  The  selection 
was  not  difficult  when  in  fact,  there  was  but 
one  house  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate 
80  large  a  company —  that  house  was  a  large 
oak  framed  two  story  dwelling  house  just 
completed,  and  occupied  by  Phineas  Loomis 
and  family,  and  which  yet  stands  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Pearl  and  Williams  streets,  and  is  oc- 
cupied and  owned  by  his  grandson  Edward 
C.  Loomis  ;  through  whose  tnste  it  has  been 
modernized  and  embellished  so  that,  not- 
withstanding its  low  stories  and  steep  roof,  it 
presents  a  very  pleasing  nppearance. 

The  prince  arrived  in  tlic  afternoon  with 
thirteen  carryalls  and  sleighs,  and  left  the 
third  day  after  before  noon.  He  had  two  aids 
and  two  body  guards,  a  conk  and  a  lady.  His 
body  guards  slept  by  his  door,  and  his  cook 
prepared  the  provisions  which  they  had 
brought  with  them.  He  parted  with  his  lady 
or  mistress  at  this  place  —  she  going  to  New 
York  and  he  to  Boston.  They  always  con- 
versed in  French.  He  was  very  kind  in  his 
attention  to  her  in  parting  —  abcMa^j  lixed 
nicely  in  the  sleigh  with  an  abundance  of  fur 


robes,  the  prince  tucked  up  the  robes  and 
placed  the  large  dog  at  her  feet — they  parted 
very  afFectionatcly,  to  meet,  as  was  under- 
stood, in  the  West  Indies.  A  little  incident 
occurred  in  the  passing  of  the  prince  and 
his  lady  from  the  house  to  the  sleigh,  which 
illustrates  somewhat  the  character  and  per- 
sonnel of  the  prince  —  an  awkward,  but  stout 
fellow,  was  standing  in  the  path,  and  not 
readily  giving  room  for  the  prince  and  his 
lady  to  pass — the  prince  advanced  and  taking 
him  up  bodily  set  him  on  one  side  in  the 
snow.  He  changed  his  teamsters  at  this 
place,  dismissing  those  who  brought  him,  to 
return  to  Canada.  Frederick  Saxton,  Abram 
Stevens,  Jira  Isham  and  Jason  Comstock  and 
one  other  of  the  neighboring  farmers,  took 
the  prince  and  party  on  to  Boston.  The 
prince  seemed  quite  worried  while  here,  but 
it  was  a  common  saying  of  those  who  carried 
him  to  Boston,  that  he  was  a  jolly  com- 
panion, faring  as  they  did,  and  enjoying  the 
pork  and  beans  and  nutcakes  and  cheese  as 
well  as  any  of  them. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  was 
Col.  Stephen  Keyes,  a  gentleman  of  the  old 
school,  who  wore  a  cocked  hat,  kept  a  hotel 
on  Water  street,  and  was  collector  for  the 
district  of  Vermont.  He  proposed  to  pay 
his  respects  to  the  Prince,  and  with  several 
young  gentlemen  of  the  village,  made  a  call 
in  the  evening.  Col.  Keyes  introduced  him- 
self to  the  prince,  and  then  stated  that  he 
had  brought  with  him  some  young  gentlemen 
of  the  law,  and  merchants,  who  wished  to 
pay  their  respects  to  him.  Among  those 
young  gentlemen  were  Elnathan  Keyes, 
Joshua  Stanton,  Levi  Henre  and  Zaccheus 
Peaslee.  They  were  severally  presented  and 
the  Prince  respectfully  bowed  to  each.  This 
was  apparently  the  commencement  of  a 
pleasant  evening  entertainment,  it  opened 
auspiciously  if  not  flatteringly  to  the  colonel 
and  party,  but  what  must  have  been  their 
dismay,  when  the  prince  and  his  aids  very 
informally  and  abruptly  retired  to  their  own 
apartments  without  deigning  an  apology  or 
an  explanation.  The  colonel  could  not 
brook  this,  and  in  unmeasured  terms  and 
unchosen  phrases  vented  his  indignation, 
and  among  the  milde«t  of  his  expressions 
said  the  prince  was  "no  gentleman."  At 
the  risk  of  making  the  colonel  instead  of 
the  prince  the  hero  of  the  tale,  an  anecdote 
of  the  colonel  should  be  told,  which  will 
illustrate  the  effect  which  this  rebuff  was 
likely  to  produce.  Two  or  three  British  of- 
ficers, with  their  dogs,  stopped  at  the  hotel 
kept  by  the  colonel.    It  was  a  humble  house, 
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but  its  beat  and  largest  north  room,  kept  in 
th«  nicest  order,  with  its  clean  sanded  tloor, 
was  not  an  uniuvillng  pluce  lor  IJritiah  offi- 
cers to  dine,  aud  particularly  on  euch  a 
dinner  tn  the  colonel  never  failed  to  net  tor  i 
gentlemen.     The  otticcrs  with  their   dogs ' 
went  jn  to  dinner,  and  they  soon  begun  to 
feed  them  on  the  floor;  the  colonel  looked 
upon  it  as  an  indignity,  and  brineiniar  in  a 
brace  of  loaded  pistols,  laid  thorn  formally  \ 
on  the  table,  and  dcnounciug  the  conduct  of 
officers,  gwore  he  would  protect  the  re- 
ppectability  of  his  house  and  wai  ready  to 
4p  it. 

First  Feeemest's  Meeting. 

The  first  freemen's  meeting  on  record  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Adams  on  the 
^rst  Tuesday  of  September,  A,  D.  17'Jl,  for 
the  election  of  state  officers  and  councillors. 
The  vote  for  governor  was  as  foUovvs  :  Isaac 
Tichenor,  23;  Thomas  Chittenden,  17 ;  Ira 
4dlen,  3;  Nathaniel  Niles,  1. 

The  first  election  for  representative  to  con- 
gress (on  record)  was  held  at  the  t-ame  place 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  December  in  the  same 
year.  The  following  persons  had  the  num- 
ber of  votes  annexed  respectively  to  their 
names:  Israel  Smith,  7  ;  Isaac  Tichenor,  7; 
Matthew  Lyon,  4;  Wm.  C.  Harrin;;ton,  2; 
Nathaniel  Chipman,  1 ;  Noah  Smith,  1. 

Last  Proprietors'  Meeting. 

On  the  ilth  day  of  June,  170S,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  town  met  (according  to  an 
advertisement  in  the  papers  published  in 
Bennington,  Rutland,  and  Wind.«sor,  which 
notice  was  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace 
at  the  request  of  one  sixteenth  part  of  the 
proprietors)  at  the  Court  house  in  'aid  town 
and  made  choice  of  the  following  officers : 
Gideon  Ormsby,  chairman ;  Wm,  C.  Har- 
rington, clerk;  Zachcus  Peaalce,  treasurer; 
Stephen  Pearl,  collector. 

William  Coit,  Stephen  Pearl  and  Zacbeus 
Peaslee  were  chosen  a  coiumittee  to  examine 
the  old  surveys  and  make  further  one?,  and 
also  to  make  a  division  of  the  lands,  and  also 
to  ascertain  what  rights  hu<i  been  owned  by 
Ira  Allen,  as  xUlen  hat!  avoided  mentioning 
the  names  of  his  grantors  in  his  deeds  tn  the 
settlers.  On  the  Kith,  17th,  l^th.  Unh  and 
20th  days  of  June  the  division  of  lands  was 
made,  which  is  on  file  and  record  in  the  town 
clerk's  office,  and  which  prevails  at  the  pre- 
sent day. 

The  first  volume  of  the  rroprietors"  Records 
of  this  town  is  now  iu  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Henry  Stevens. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  26th 


day  of  the  same  June  it  was  voted,  •♦That 
two  acres  and  one-hulf  of  land  whereon  (hf> 
coiirt  house  and  goal  are  built  in  said  Bur- 
lington,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  set  off  for 
the  use  of  the  publick  for  the  erecting  of  all 
necessary  county  and  town  buildings  for 
publick  use."  The  town  and  county  build- 
ings have  since  been  built  upon  place  named, 
and  some  private  rights  have  been  acquired 
in  the  northeasterly  portion  where  Strong's 
block  is  situated. 

Legislature  Here, 
1802.— The  legislature  of  the  state  held  its 
session  at  Burlington  in  this  year,  but  be- 
sides  a  quarrel  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives over  the  speech  of  the  governor,  which 
occurrence  was  quite  frequent  in  those  days, 
but  little  business  of  importance  was  trans- 
acted, a  thing  not  altogether  unknown  in 
legislative  bodies  of  the  present  day. 

Reiigious  Society. 

1805. — Statutes  of  the  state  passed  in  1797 
and  1801  authorized  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  this  state  to  form  themselves  into 
religious  societies  and  levy  a  tax  upon  all 
persons  residing  in  town  unless  they  filed  a 
certain  certificate  in  the  town  clerk's  office. 
Accordingly  at  the  request  of  7  freehold- 
ers a  meeting  v/as  warned  and  held  on  the 
15th  day  of  June,  1805,  when  25  voters  be- 
ing present,  they  formed  themselves  into  a 
society  by  a  unanimous  vote,  by  the  name 
of  the  First  Society  for  Social  and  Public 
Worship  in  the  Town  of  Burlington. 

The  protest  necessary  for  parties  to  sign 
to  avoid  taxation  was  in  form  similar  to  the 
following,  which  is  the  first  on  record ; 

This  may  certify  that  I  do  not  agree  in 
the  religious  sentiments  with  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Burlington. 

Sample  Gilket. 

Received  and  recorded  March  24,  1806. 
Jr.  Geo.  Robinson,  Town  Clerk." 

The  laws  relating  to  taxation  were  repeal- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  council  of  censors. 

Town  Fined. 
At  the  September  term,  1813,  of  the  Chit- 
tenden county  court,  the  town  was  found 
guilty  of  not  keeping  in  repair  the  road  from 
the  College  green  to  the  bay,  now  called  Main 
street,  and  was  fined  $600,  and  John  Johnson 
was  appointed  to  superintend  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  same.  On  the  oOth  day  of  De- 
cember following  the  town  voted  to  lay  a  tax 
of  3  cents  on  a  dollar  to  meet  said  sum. 
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War.  with  Giie\t  Britain. 

A  reference  to  those  transactions  connected 
with  the  war  which  took  place  within  our 
own  borders,  is  all  we  shall  attempt  here. 
The  non-intercourse  *'act  of  congress"  and 
kindred  measures,  caused  considerable  feel- 
ing in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  led  to 
those  smuggling  expeditions  so  fre<iuent  at 
that  time,  which  often  resulted  in  bloodshed, 
the  most  serious  of  which  has  been  noticed 
by  Judge  Reed  in  the  history  of  Chittenden 
county.  Perhaps  nothing  cnn  be  laid  before 
the  historical  reader  more  fully  showing  the 
spirit  and  feeling  of  the  people  at  that  time 
than  the  following  which,  as  it  is  not  in  print 
elsewhere  (to  my  knowledge),  I  deem  proper 
to  insert  here : 

Supplement  to  the  Vermont  CentineL 

Burlington,  Feb.  3,  1809. 

Th6  following  resolutions  having  been  re- 
ceived too  late  for  insertion  in  the  Centinel  of 
this  day,  we  have  thought  proper  to  issue 
Ihem  in  a  supplement. 

BURLINGTON  RESOLUTIONS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Burlington,  in  the  county  of  Chit- 
tenden, and  state  of  Vermont,  held  on  the 
second  day  of  February  inst.,  pursuant  to 
■warning,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  upon 
the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Daniel  Farrand,  Esq.,  chosen  Moderator. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  chosen, 
to  draw  up  and  present  to  the  meeting,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  inhabitants,  certain 
resolutions  to  be  adopted  upon  the  subject  of 
the  embargo. 

Thereupon,  Samuel  Hitchcock.  Elnathan 
Keyes,  Daniel  Farrand,  David  Russell  and 
Stephen  Pearl,  Esquires,  were  chosen  of  that 
committee. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  one  hour,  at 
■which  lime,  the  meeting  being  opened,  the 
committee  reported  the  following  resolutions 
which  were  read  and  adopted  u.nanimouslt. 

Resolved,  That  the  ultiniate  end  of  all  le- 
gitimate government  is  the  preservation  of 
the  nation,  securing  to  the  members  of  it 
personal  safety,  and  the  peaceable  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  property  and  reputation. 
These  objects  are  so  clearly  and  explicitly  de- 
lineated in  the  constitution  of  this  and  of  the 
United  States,  that  Avhenevcr  the  citizens  are 
oppressed  by  the  measures  of  government,  it 
furnishes  strong  ground  to  believe  that  it 
arises  from  the  weakness  or  icickedness  of 
those  in  whom  the  powers  of  government  are 
vested. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  and  the  in- 
dispensable duty  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  all  times,  to  watch  with  vigi- 
lance and  attention,  every  attack  upon  the 
constitution  of  our  government,  whether 
made  by  those  who  govern,  or  those  who  are 
destined  to  obey. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting, 
that  some  of  the  late  measures  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  present  suflBcicnt  cause  of 
alarm  to  all  considerate  men,  to  be  at  their 
post,  &  ready  to  repel  with  manly  firmness 
every  violation  of  our  rights  as  citizens  and 
freemen. 

Resolved,  That  a  review  of  these  measure^' 
(ills  the  mind  with  surprise  and  regret,  in- 
asmuch as  Congi-ess,  under  a  pretence  of 
saving  our  commerce  from  depredations,  have 
totally  destroyed  it,  by  laying  an  embargo, 
and  fortifying  it  with  additional  acts,  until 
it  amounts  to  almost  a  non-intercourse  with 
all  foreign  nations.  And  we  have  seen  with 
increasing  surprise  and  indignation,  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  President,  declaring  this 
section  of  the  Union  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion and  conspiracy  against  law,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  attempt  of  a  few  individuals  to 
evade  those  laws.  And  to  add  in&ult  to  in- 
jury, armed  troops  have  been  stationed 
among  us,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  to 
the  terror  of  many  of  our  good  k  peaceable 
citizens.  But  all  these  grievances  have  been 
borne,  hoping  &  believing  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country  would  be  respected,  and 
redress  had  through  the  laws.  But  instead 
of  relief,  to  our  astonishment  we  have  seen 
a  law  of  Congress,  approved  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  9th  of  January  last, 
which  we  can  view  in  no  other  light  than  a 
systematic  attack  upon  some  of  our  most 
sacred  rights,  as  secured  to  us  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  and  the  U.  States. 

By  the  11th  ardclc  of  our  Bill  of  Rights, 
it  is  declared,  ''that  the  people  have  a  right 
to  hold  themselves,  their  houses,  papers  and 
possessions,  free  from  search  or  seizure,  and 
therefore,  warratiis  without  oath  or  athrma- 
tion  first  made,  affording  sutlioient  foundation 
for  them,  and  whereby  any  utiiccr  or  messen- 
ger may  be  comraanded  to  search  suspected 
places,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons,  his, 
her  or  their  property,  not  particularly  de- 
scribed, are  contrary  to  that  right  and  ought 
not  to  be  granted."'  These  sacred  and  invio- 
lable rights  arc  fjiriher  continued  and  guar- 
anteed by  the  Oth  t-cclion  of  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  also  declare.-!  that  "the  right  of  the 
people  to  bo  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
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papers  &  effects,  against  unreasonable  search- 
es and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no 
■warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  attirmation,  and 
particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  search-  | 


A  true  trauscript  from  the  Records. 

Attest,  Geo.  Rodin!io:«, 
Town  Clerk. 

"War  being  declared,  Burlington  at  one* 


ed.  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized."  |  ^'^^'^"^•^       point  of  considerable  inter.s 


By  the  act  aforesaid,  the  powers  vested  in 
the  President  and  those  in  subordination  to 
him,  are  totally  inconipatible  with  those 
rights.  Si.  a  direct  attack  on  our  once  boasted 
happy  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  these  meas- 
ures are  dictated,  not  by  the  free  voice  of  the  i 
respectable  part  of  the  community,  but  by  I 
the  temporizing  policy  of  men,  whom  we  have 
reason  to  fear,  are  devoted  to  the  intrigues 
of  some  foreign  power. 

Resolved,  That  the  spirited  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  above  law,  by  the  minori- 
ty in  Congress,  is  a  sure  pledge  of  their  pa- 
triotism and  merits  the  unnualified  approba- 
tion of  all  friends  to  the  independence  of  our 
common  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  oath  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  impels  every 
free  man  taking  the  same,  to  use  all  lawful 
means  to  suppress  the  usurpation  imposed  by 


Troops  were  stationed  here  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Macomb,  and  Gen.  Wade  Hmnjv- 
ton  with  4,000  men  occupied  the  town  irj 
1813;  troops  also  encamped  in  the  easterly 
part  of  the  town.  Col.  Clark  went  frora 
Burlington  with  102  men  and  attacked  a 
British  force  at  St.  Armand,  killed  0,  wound- 
ed 14  and  took  101  prisoners,  and  brought 
them  to  Burlington. 

The  military  authorities  took  possession  of 
ttie  college  buildings  and  used  them  for  an 
arsenal  and  for  barracks. 

In  1813  the  public  stores  at  Plattsburgh 
were  removed  to  Burlington,  the  enemy 
threatening  the  place.  Their  fleet  came  up 
the  lake  and  fired  a  few  shot  at  this  town 
but  soon  retired  when  cannon  on  the  shore 
commenced  playing  upon  them.  A  shoe- 
maker, who  was  here  at  the  time,  but  now  in 
Illinois,  once  told  me  that  Com.  McDonough 
was  shaving  himself,  when  the  British  were 
firing  at  the  town,  that  a  cannon  ball  struck 


the  above  law  ;  and  while  we  pledge  ourselves  j  the  house  he  was  in  and  fell  on  a  bureau  in 
to  support  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  the  j  f^ont  of  him.    "By  G— ,"  says  he,  "  I'll  pay 


!  you  for  this  some  time."     All  who  have 


constitution  of  our  own  state  and  of 

United  States,  and  the  laws  made  pursuant  |  ^^^^^  j^jg  ^^^tory  at  Plattsburgh  know 
thereto,  we  deem  it  proper  to  declare,  and  |  .vhether  he  kept  his  word.  During  the  lat- 
we  do  most  solemnly  declare,  that  in  the  |  ^^j.  p^^^.^  fj^^  g^jj^j^^j.  ^  fleet  was  completed 
opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  powers  vested  |  carrying  48  guns,  which  sailed  from  Bur- 
in the  executive  officers  to  carry  the  above  ,  li^g^^n  and  offered  the  enemy  battle,  but  they 
act  into  execution,  are  hostile  to  civil  liberty,  !  skedaddled  into  Canada, 
and  a  violation  of  some  of  the  fundamental  j  ^  Y>v\g^d.e  of  Vermonters  being  drafted 
principles  of  that  government,  which  cost  so  ,  ^^.^^^  disbanded  at  Plattsburgh  and  ordered 
much  blood  and  treasure  to  obtain.  j  ^ome. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  from  the  j  Embankments  were  thrown  up  on  the  lake 
public  documents  which  we  have  seen,  our  ;  shore  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  village 
differences  with  Great  Britain  might  have  i  near  the  foot  of  Pearl  street,  now  called  the 
been  settled  by  fair  negotiation,  had  our  j  battery,  and  barracks  were  built  running 
administration  been  so  disposed ;  and  that  i  from  Pearl  street  to  North  street.  Cannon 
•we  deprecate  war  with  that  nation,  as  an  '  balls  are  frequently  found  in  the  banks  of  the 
evil  next  in  magnitude  to  those  which  we  j  lake  near  by.    There  are  many  houses  in 


now  suffer. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  expedient  to  consult 
with  our  fellow  citizens  of  this   and  the 


the  village  at  the  present  time  which  were  a 
part  of  the  old  barracks,  the  buildings  on 
the  north  side  of  Pearl  street,  at  the  head  of 


neighboring  States,  upon  such  measures,  as  i  pj^e  street  and  St.  Pauls  street,  were  form- 
shall  be  most  likely  to  relieve  us  from  these  '  ^rly  a  part  of  them.  At  the  battle  of  Platts- 
evils,  and  that  a  committee  of  correspond- 1  ^urgh  all  able  bodied  men  in  this  vicinity 


ence  be  chosen  for  th.u  p\irpo<<e. 

Resolved,  That  D.niiel  i-'arrand,  Samuel 
Hitchcock  and  David  Ru:scl,  Esquires,  be 
the  above  committee. 
Stephen  Pkarl,  Daniel  Faurand, 

Nathan  Smith,  Selectmen.  Moderator. 


crossed  the  lake  and  did  good  service.  Al- 
though many  held  the  opinion  that  the  war 
was  unnecessarily  begun,  yet  when  begun 
were  united  to  a  man  in  its  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion. 

From  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815,  Bur- 
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lington  progressed  quite  rapidly  until  1840, 
when,  from  being  one  of  the  smallest  towns 
in  the  state,  as  was  the  case  at  the  first  cen- 
sus, she  was  the  first  in  population  and 
wealth;  -which  position  she  has  since  always 
maintained.  The  completion  of  the  canal 
from  Albany  to  Whitehall,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  steamboats  upon  Lake  Champlain, 
gave  Burlington,  with  its  spacious  bay,  the 
breakwater  in  front  and  its  ample  wharfing 
grounds,  quite  a  prominent  commercial  posi- 
tion ;  and  for  a  long  time  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  railways  the  merchandize  for  the 
northern,  northeastern  and  central  portion 
of  the  state,  and  the  products  of  the  same 
districts  on  their  way  to  markets,  passed 
generally  through  the  hands  of  the  Burling- 
ton merchants,  among  whom  might  be  named 
Messrs.  Deming,  Doolittle,  Howard,  Engles- 
by,  FoUett,  the  Bradleys,  Pecks,  Mayo,  Pe- 
terson, Walker  and  others. 

The  construction  of  the  rail  roads  (center- 
ing at  Burlington)  about  1850,  made  a  some- 
what marked  change  in  the  town,  both  in  its 
commercial  business  as  well  as  in  manufac- 
turing which  has  sprung  up  at  the  lake,  and 
the  lumber  trade  matters  which  will  be  no- 
ticed elsewhere. 

With  occasional  political  contests,  the  ex- 
citement caused  by  the  visit  of  some  distin- 
guished stranger  like  President  ^Monroe  in 
1817,  Gen  La  Fayette  in  1825,  the  Angel 
Gabriel  in  1854  (who  disturbed  good  catholics 
"by  preaching  in  the  streets  on  Sundays 
against  the  church  of  Rome),  the  feeling 
caused  by  the  Canadian  rebellion,  the  Bolton 
and  our  fratricidal  war  now  going  on,  the 
celebration  over  some  pioneer  mechanic  shop 
or  a  rail  road,  nothing  of  note  has  occurred 
to  vary  the  monotony  of  every  day  business 
transactions.  In  her  religious,  educational, 
financial  and  business  institutions  she  has 
fully  kept  pace  with  the  rest  of  the  land  ; 
■while  her  citizens  have  been  distinguished  ; 
representing  our  nation  abroad  and  in  all 
positions  at  home,  on  the  bench,  at  the  bar, 
and  in  the  hall  of  legislation  ;  while  the  blood 
of  her  sons  has  reddened  many  a  battle  field 
in  defence  of  their  country's  Hag. 

[There  has  never  been  but  one  instance  of 
capital  punishment  in  the  county,  viz:  that 
of  Dean,  the  smuggler  in  the  affair  of  the 
Black  Snake,  noticed  by  Hon.  David  Reed*  in 
the  County  Chapter,  and  which  is  described 
in  the  following  doggerel  ballad  written  at 
the  time  —  the  authorship  unknown  —  con- 
tributed to  this  magazine  by  Hon.  Harvey 
Munsill  of  Bristol,  Addison  county: 

♦  Vide  page  486. 


In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eight, 
The  Embargo  Law  in  Vermont  state, 
Dill  so  enrage  our  furious  Feds 
They  would  cross  the  line  or  loose  their 
heads. 

Our  rulers  meant  to  bo  obeyed, 
And  sent  some  men  to  stop  the  trade; 
Some  of  our  soldiers  did  combine 
In  arms,  to  guard  the  northern  line. 
A  smuggling  set  in  the  Black  Snake, 
Resolved  to  sail  upon  the  lake. 
They  armed  themselves  to  fight  their  way, 
And  thus  they  thought  to  win  the  day. 
The  men  who  laid  this  smuggling  plot, 
Was  Sheffield,  Mudgett,  Dean  and  Mott, 
And  many  more,  who  were  not  clever. 
Spread  out  their  sails  on  Onion  river, 
All  for  to  load  their  boat  again. 
And  then  to  sail  across  the  line  : 
But  soldiers  were  so  well  agree<l, 
Their  plan  did  not  so  well  succeed. 
Our  officers  found  where  she  lay, 
The  orders  were,  take  her  away  ; 
The  Revenue  was  then  sent  on, 
Commanded  by  one  Farrington. 
And  when  this  smuggling  rebel  crew, 
Heard  of  the  boat,  the  Revenue, 
Unto  the  house  of  Joy's  they  went,  - 
And  there  one  night  in  private  spent. 
There  each  agreed  upon  a  man, 
And  Mudgett  took  the  sole  command ; 
He,  like  a  tory,  or  a  friend,  ' 
The  lives  of  many  meant  to  end. 
I  To  carry  on  this  wicked  deed,  "  ' 

!  With  a  large  gun  they  did  proceed, 
'  And  by  the  Snake  they  made  a  stand, 
To  guard  the  same  stood  on  the  land. 
Then  Farrington  sailed  from  the  lake. 
And  thus  he  to  the  rebels  spake, 
"Orders  I  have  to  take  the  Snake, 
And  all  the  smugglers  on  the  lake," 
This  raised  their  blood,  to  arms  they  flew, 
For  to  keep  off  the  Revenue, 
And  execute  this  wicked  deed, 
That  did  from  rebels  hearts  proceed. 
Then  Mudgett  gave  the  threatening  word, 
To  all  the  men  that  was  on  board, 
"The  first  that  steps  into  the  Snake, 
A  lifeless  corpse  of  him  I  will  make." 
But  Farrington  feared  not  his  threats, 
Into  the  smuggler  boat  he  steps  ; 
i  There,  like  a  warrior  bold  and  brave, 
!  His  blood  and  honor  thought  to  save. 
Now  let  us  turn  and  view  the  tscheme. 
And  who  begun  this  bloody  scene; 
It  was  Sheffield,  with  his  Indian  skill, 
The  crimson  blood  of  Drake  did  spill. 
With  hearts  unfeeling  they  went  then, 
To  spill  the  blood  of  honest  men  : 
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Ormsby  and  Marsh  then  prostrate  fell, 

Before  these  xricked  imps  of  hell, 

And  bold  and  wurlike  Farrington, 

Hi8  crimson  blood  they  caused  to  run. 

These  mea  were  tried  all  for  the  same  crime, 

Why  not  alike  their  sentence  find; 

Dean  wa«  tentenced  to  the  halter. 

The  rest  coaricied  of  minslaughter. — Ed.] 

TowH  Lines. 
The  boundaries  of  the  town  was  a  matter 
which  received  considerable  attention  in 
early  years.  The  eajsterly  Une  was  changed 
in  1797,  when  the  logi.^jlaiare  annexed  all 
tliat  part  of  the  town  lying  east  of  Muddy 
"brook  to  Williston,  making  a  natural  bound- 
ary on  all  sides  but  the  south  which  line 


S.  W.  Thayer,  jr.,t  N.  H.  Ballou,J  W.  Car. 
penter,f  B.  W.  Carpenter.  J 

Hotels, 

Gideon  King  kept  the  first  hotel  on  Water 
street,  afterwards  the  house  was  opened  oa 
the  square  by  Mr.  King,  afterwards  kept  by 
Mr.  Thomas  in  the  building  now  called 
Strong's  block. 

The  Howard  house  was  kept  for  a  long 
time  on  the  north  side  of  Court  House  square. 
The  Green  Mountain  house,  afterward* 
called  the  Pearl  Street  house,  at  the  Lead  of 
Pearl  street.  The  place  latterly  called  th« 
Omnium  Gatherum,  oa  the  corner  of  Pine  and 
Pearl  streets. 

A  tavern  was  kept  for  about  50  years  at 


•was  run  by  "William  Coit,  Esq.,  aurveyor  in  the  junction  of  the  Winooski  turnpike  and 

the  High  bridge  and  Hinesburgh  road,  called 
the  Eldredge  place,  and  about  one  half  mile 
east  of  the  Eldredge  place  a  tavern  was  kept 
by  Major  Ebenezer  Brown,  and  one  also 
about  2  miles  south  of  the  village  on  the 
Shelburn©  road. 

Present  Hotels. — American  hotel,  south 
side  of  the  square,  corner  Shelburne  and 
Main  streets. 

Howard  hotel,  south  corner  Shelburne 
and  main  streets. 

Central  house,  Church  street,  between 
Bank  and  Cherry,  opposite  the  jail. 

Stanton  house,  northwest  corner  of  Church 
and  Cherry  streets. 

Lake  house  and  Champlain  hotel,  Water 
street. 

Public  Whipping  Post. 
This  institution  which  was  required  under 
our  early  laws  was  located  about  100  feet 
west  of  the  Court  house  on  the  square,  it 
being  a  huge  pine  tree  some  80  feet  high,  a 
pine  was  probably  selected  from  the  fact 
that  that  tree  flourished  in  our  coat  of  arms. 


1798. 

Eaklt  Business  Men. 
Among  the  merchant*  the  following  are 

the  names  of  the   earlier:    Grant, 

Stephen  Keyes,  Zacheus  Peaslee,  Thaddeus 
Tuttle,  E.  T.  Englesby,  Wm.  f .  Pell  ^  Co., 
Herring  &  Fitch,  Newell  a:  Russell ;  Moses 
Jewett,  saddler;  Nehenuah  Hotchkiss,  tailor; 
J.  Storrs,  painter;  Justus  Warner,  cabinet- 
maker ;  Wm.  Bryant,  shoemaker;  Daniel 
Wilder,  joiner. 

Attorneys. — Samuel  Hitchcock,  William  C. 
Harrington,  John  Fay,  Elnathan  Keyes, 
Daniel  Farrand,  Pbinehas  Lyman,  Moses 
Fay,  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  George  Robin- 
son, C.  P.  Van  Ness,  Charles  Adams,  Warren 
Loomis,  James  L.  Sawyer,  Timoihy  Follett, 
John  N.  Pomeroy,  Henry  Hitchcock,  Charles 
H.  Perrigo,  Isaac  Warner,  John  C.  Thompson, 
Gamaliel  B.  Sawyer,  George  Peaselre,  Seneca 
Austin,  George  P.  Mansh,  Alvan  Foote,  A. 
W.  Hyde,  Davis  Siune,  Sanfv.rd  Gadcomb, 
Jason  Chamberlin,  Wm.  A.  Griswold,  John 
B.  Richardson,  Luman  Foote,  Benjamin  F. 
Bailey,  Wm.  Bray  ton,  Amoa  Blodg«tt,  Henry 
Leavenworth. 

Physicians,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which 

they  resided  here:     John  Pomeroy,   

Fletcher,   Jabez    Penniman,   James  Root, 

Mathew  'cole,   Uo:nwick,  John  Perrigo, 

Truman  Powell,    Elijah  D.  Harmon,   

Sackett,  Capius  F.  Pomeroy,  Arthur  L.  For-  j  p^ogp^^jty  of  the  town  can  be  presumed, 
ter,  Nathaniel  R.  Smith.  Joseph  Marsh,  |  ^^^^  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  list  on 
Leonard  Marsh.  Wm.  Aiwatcr,  B.  J.  Heine-  i  . 

Yii^Ttf  Hnrftce  Hatch.  John  A.  Ward,*  W.  A.  i  ,       ,      ,    ^  -t-ro- 

berg,  Horace  n       .  T.,n„.,inn+     Burlington  Grand  List  for  the  Tear  112>i. 

Tracy    H.  H.  Aiwater.f  H.  H.  Langdon.X  |  -.a 
Thomas  Biealow,*  t  John  M.  Knox.f  George  i     Arastus  Woolcut,  £6;  John  Doxey,  £10; 
Ward    Matthew  Cole.f    Nathan  Ward,  j  Alexander  Davidson,  £9  ;  Joel  Fairchild,  £9 ; 

Dorionl  Lagolte,|  A.  Contant,^  1  Antoney  Colfey,  £9  ;  Jabiz  Allen,  £lc> ;  Bar- 

ney  Spear,  £G;  Joel  Harvey,  £0;  Barzillia 
\  F«n«rph7^ci.B.    1  Spear,  £6 ;  Nat  Allen,  £10.10 ;  Bearing  Spear, 


General  Lists. 
Although  the  lists  of  the  town  are  very  in- 
accurate, varying  considerably  under  the 
same  circumstances,  and  made  at  different 
times,  according  to  different  valuations,  yet 
they  present  data  from  which  the  relative 
town  can 


W. 
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£11;  Nathan  LockwooJ,  £10  ;  David  Pcrigo, 
X18;  Philo  Castle,  £0;  Daniel  FairchiUi, 
£6;  Reuben  Lockwood,  £10  ;  Daniel  Castle, 
£11;  Reuben  Ilurlbut,  £liti ;  General  Ethan 
Allen,  £16;  Rulus  Ferigo,  £9  ;  Elisha  Lane, 
£15 ;  Richard  Spear,  £30  ;  Colonel  Fred.  Sax- 
ton,  £65;  Samuel  Lane,  £o2;  Captain  John 
Collins,  £45;  Stephen  Lawrence,  £89.10; 
CoL  Ira  Allen,  £5;  Samuel  Allen,  £19.10; 
Samuel  Lane,  jr.,  £12;  John  Favil,  £12; 
Stephen  Fairchild,  jr.,  £15;  Esquire  John 
White,  £19;  Josiah  Averil,  £12;  Stephen 
Fairchild,  £32;  Job  Boynton,  £12;  .Jack 
Johnson,  £6;  James  Barney,  £0;  Isaac  Pit- 
cher, £9;  Ceasor  Allen,  £6;  Jona  Butter- 
field,  £9.    Total  £662.10. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 
Test.  Stephen  Lawrence, 

Test.  Job  Boynton,  Listers. 

The  list  of  the  town  in  early  years  was 
based  upon  the  following  valuation : 

Polls,  £6;*  $20  :t  an  ox,  £3;  $10:  3 
years'  old  cattle,  £2;  S6.50:  2  years'  old 
cattle,  £1 ;  $5 :  yearling  cattle,  £f :  stock 
horses,  £20;  $150:  3  years'  old  horses  and 
upward,  £4;  $13.50:  2  years'  old  horses 
£2;  $6.50:  yearling  horses,  £1;  $3.50: 
improved  land  per  acre,  £i;  $1.75:  money 
and  debts,  20  per  cent;  6  per  cent:  clocks, 
$10:  gold  watches,  $10 :  silver  watches,  $5  : 
houses  valued  $1,000,  2  per  cent:  houses 
valued  over  $1,000,  3  per  cent.  Professional 
men,  merchants,  and  traders  —  discretion- 
ary. 

The  following  are  lists  for  years  named 
under  the  above  valuation: 

1787,  £662.10;  1788,  £1,461.2  ;  1789,  £1,- 
148.16  ;  1790,  £1,371.14  ;  1791,  £1,258  ;  1792, 
£1,555.10;  1794,  £1.932.15:  1795,  £2,168.15; 
1796,  £2,548;  1800,310,480.25;  1802,811,- 
896.66;  1804,  $17,740.43;  1800,  $15,840. 

The  following  are  the  amount  of  lists  for 
the  years  named : 

Polls— 1797,  116;  1709,  144;  1801,  161; 
1803,  156;  1814,  280;  1817,  185. 

Amount  at  $20  each— 1797,  $2,320 ;  1799, 
$2,880;  1801,  $3,020;  1803,  $3,120;  1814, 
$5,600;  1817,  $3,700. 

Improved  land,  acres — 1797,  868 ;  1799, 
1,064^;  1801,  1,341;  1803,  1,588^;  1814, 
2,92l|;  1817,  3,207^. 

Amount  at  $1.75  per  acre — 1797,  $1,519; 
1799,  $1,862;  1801,  $2,346;  1803,  $2,780; 
1814,  $5,112;  1817,  $5,613. 

Houses,  2  and  3  per  cent,  valuation — 1797, 
$409;  1799,8393;  1801,8436;  1803,  $737 ; 
1814,  $1,953;  1817,  $1,943. 

•  Acte  pasMd  In  1701.  t  In  1'97. 
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Other  property  and  assessments — 1797, 
$4,635;  1799,  $5,432;  1801,  $6,167 ;  1803, 
$5,012;  1814,  $12,174  ;  1817,  $9,377. 

Total— 1797,  $8.^84  ;  1799,  $10,668  ;  1801, 
$11,959;  1S03,  $11,842  ;  1814,  $24,840; 
1817,  820,633. 

Militia  polls  exempt— 1797,  92;  1799,  80; 
1801,  46  ;  1803,  92. 

Cavalry  hor.se3  exempt— 1797,  6 ;  1799,  6 ; 
1801,  3;  1803,  2. 

Valuation  for  the  years  named  below: 

Number  of  polls— 1842,  699;  1843,  616; 
1845,  689  ;  1847,  767;  1850,  979;  1855,  772; 
1860,  1,095;  1862,  967. 

Amount  of  kist  at  $2  each— 1842,  $699; 
1843,  1,230;  1845,  $1,378;  1847,  $1,634; 
1860,  $1,958;  1855,  $1,544;  1860,  $2,190; 
1862,  $1,934. 

Real  estate  valued— 1842,  8977,856;  1843, 
$982,117;  1845,  $1,057,243;  1847,  $1,190,- 
614;  1850,  $1,338,106;  1855,  $1,604,398; 
1860,  $1,158,923:  1862,  $1,076,303. 

Personal  est.ite  valued— 1842,  $509,148; 
1843,  $457,940;  1845,  $413,734;  1847,  $392,- 
909;  1850,  $641,263;  1855,  $717,188  ;  1860, 
$811,671;  1862,  $732,412. 

Polls  were  sel  in  the  list  in  1842  at  $1 
each. 

Paupers  and  their  Support. 

Rattle  his  bones  over  the  stones. 

He's  only  a  paufwr,  whom  nobody  owns. 

That  open  hospitality  which  prevails  in 
countries  thinly  settled,  especially  those  of 
an  agricultural  ciiaracier,  a  marked  charac- 
teristic of  the  early  Vermonters,  soon  after 
the  first  settlements  led  to  the  establishment 
of  laws  providing  for  the  support,  by  the 
public,  of  those  persons  naturally  wanting 
of  understanding,"  or  who  "by  the  provid- 
ence of  God,  by  age,  sickness  or  otherwise 
should  become  p<otor  and  impotent  or  unable 
to  provide  for  themselves." 

An  elaborate  statute  was  passed  by  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state  in  March,  1787, 
of  which  one  section  reads  as  follows: 

"That  each  town  in  this  state  shall  take 
care  of,  support,  and  maintain  their  own 
poor,"  the  statute  also  gives  suitable  direc- 
tions in  all  matter  relating  to  poor  persons. 

1809. — The  first  year  in  which  the  ex- 
penses of  the  poor  in  Burlington  can  with 
accuracy  be  ascertained  is  that  ending  with 
the  annual  Marcii  meeting,  A.  D.  1809,  when 
the  account  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor 
which  he  presoaJed  to  the  town  lor  payment, 
being  the  sums  Le  hud  expended  the  previ- 
ous year  in  supporting  the  poor,  amounted  to 
$47.64. 

1816. — At  a  special  town  meeting  held  on 
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the  10th  day  of  Oct.  A.  D.  18U),  it  was  voted  excoedinp  twenty  stripes,  any  person  con- 
to  appoint  a  conimitteo  of  two  to  examine  fined  therein  who  does  not  perform  the  labor 
and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  huildinj;  ,  assipncd  him  or  her,  or  is  refractory  or  di«- 
or  hiring  a  buiUlin{»  for  a  work  house  to  re-  obedient  to  the  lawful  commands,"  and  also 


port  at  the  adjourned  meetintj; — and  there- 
upon voted  that  Henry  Mayo  and  Lemuel 


•*that  no  person  so  confined  shall  be  per- 
mitted the  use  of  any  ardent  spirits  unless  the 


Page  be  said  committee.  The  committee  re-  ;  physician  who  may  be  employed  to  attend  on 
ported  at  the  adjuurned  meefiiij;  heid  four  ;  any  person  so  confined  and  sick  shall  deem 
days  later:  "That  four  rooms  in  the  hi^jh  i  the  same  necessary  for  the  health  of  such 
barracks  can  be  rented  for  a  !<maU  rent,  that  i  person." 

the  rooms  above  mentioneil  will  reuuire  but  j  This  establishment  was  kept  up  for  two 
little  repairs  to  muke  them  .^uituble  for  the  i  years  and  then  abandoned. 


business.  At  present  no  water  can  be  pro- 
cured for  the  use  of  the  rooms  <hort  of  the 
lake.  Tour  committee  coi»f*idor  the  above 
named  room,  by  far,  the  most  elicible  for  the 


The  following  extract  is  from  the  report 
of  the  overseers  in  1824: 

1824. — "The  beneficial  eflFects  which  re- 
sulted in  consequence  of  the  establishment 


purpose  of  a  work  house  that  ran  at  present  j  of  a  poor  house  and  house  of  correction  in 


be  obtained,"  which  report  wa«  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

It  was  then  voted,  "  That  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  be  a  committee  to  hire  the  high  bar- 
racks upon  the  best  terms  in  their  power  to 
be  occupied  as  a  work  house 


1821  were  sensibly  felt  the  ensuing  year,  by 
diminishing  the  poor  account  and  ridding  the 
town  of  a  worthless  population.  The  want 
of  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  the  past 
season,  has  had  a  contrary  effect,  it  has  pro- 
duced an  influx  of  idle  and  disorderly  per- 


Voted, '-That  John  I'omeroy,  David  Russell  I  sons  within  the  village  limits,  who  must 
and  Nathaniel  Mayo  be  a  committee  to  draw  j  eventually  become  chargeable  to  the  town, 
up  rules,  orders  and  regulatioui*  for  said  |  The  gratuitous  aid  afforded  by  the  sheriff  of 
-work  house."  |  the  county  by  furnishing  a  secure  place  for 

1817. — The  succeeding  spring  it  was  ascer-  |  such  disorderly  persons  as  have  been  thrown 
tained  that  the  expenses  of  tiie  poor  depart-  j  upon  our  hands  the  past  year,  has  been  of 
ment  were  becoming  large,  being  lor  that  I  much  service,  and  we  cannot  close  this  report 
year  nearly  $1,000,  and  treble  the  expense  |  without  indulging  a  hope  that  the  town  will 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  committee  !  at  their  present  meeting,  adopt  such  measures 
appointed  to  settle  the  account  of  the  over-  j  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent  poor  house 


seers,  speak  as  follo^^  h  : 


and  house  of  correction,  which  will  prove  a 


The  committee  regret  the  nece?«ity  wliich  I  home  to  the  unfortunate  and  deserving,  a 
has  produced  such  an  nnexampliHl  expeiidi- ,  terror  to  the  dissolute  and  idle,  relieve  the 
ture  for  the  support  of  tbe  poor  during  the  I  labors  of  those  who  succeed  as  well  as  lessen 
last  year,  humatiity  as  well  as  duty  bid  us  to  I  the  annual  expenses  of  the  poor, 
consider  the  misfortunes  of  thi*  nece«"<itous,  |  George  Moore,  N.  B.  Haswell,  overseers 
but  the  expenses  incurred  in  their  support  |  of  the  poor." 

are  enormous  and  we  ought  to  retrench  them  At  the  same  meeting  the  following  resolu- 
as  far  as  possible."  tion  w.>s  passed: 

1821.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1^21  the      Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  build  or 

selectmen  and  overseers  of  the  poor  were  j  purchase  a  work  house  and  house  of  correc- 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  the  neces- j  tion  and  that  a  committee  of  five  persons  be 
sary  inquiries  whether  a  convenient  and  pro- 1  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan,  make  an  estimate 
per  house  could  be  procured  for  a  house  of  |  of  the  expense  of  the  same,  and  make  report 
correction  and  work  hou>c  for  the  poor,  and  j  of  their  doings  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  and 
on  what  terms ;  and  if  any  could  he  procured  :  Luther  Loomis,  George  Moore,  Nathan  B.  Ilas- 
to  make  such  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  i  well,  Henry  Thomas  and  John  Van  Sicklin, 
same  as  they  should  think  proper  and  were  <  Jr.,  were  appointed  sucha  committee,  and  on 
ordered  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  i  the  oih  day  of  April,  the  same  year  the  com- 


and  subsequently  at  -aid  ndjourncd  meetin 
they  were  authorized  to  procure  !*uch  a  plice. 


g  mittee  reported  that  a  suitable  and  convenient 
house  with  two  acres  and  a  half  of  land  in 


and  a  set  of  ruU-s  »nd  regultitions  were  a  central  situation,  with  a  good  well  of  water, 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  same,  i  could  be  procured  for  $800,  and  that  the  ne- 
which  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  j  cessary  and  suitable  repairs  would  cost  about 
superintendent  «^r  keen'r.  and  power  wus  j  $')0,  and  they  recommended  the  purchase 
given  him  "tof«'ii«r,  whacklo  or  whip,  not  1  of  the  same. 
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The  report  was  adopted  and  the  sums  re- 
commended were  voted. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April,  the  same  year 
Charles  Adams  deeded  to  the  town  the  pre- 
mises referred  to  in  the  report  a))Ove  named, 
being  the  north  half  of  that  part  of  5  acre 
lots  No.  1  and  2,  which  lies  between  College 
and  Main  street. 

1831. — The  poor  of  the  town  increasing  it 
was  soon  found  that  the  house  did  not  meet 
the  wants  which  the  exigencies  of  the  de- 
partment required.  At  the  town  meeting  in 
J831,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  poor  house  and  pest  house,  and 
were  ordered  to  make  a  report  at  an  adjourn- 
ed meeting;  at  which  meeting  they  recom- 
mended the  purchase  of  a  suitable  farm  with 
buildings,  to  be  converted  into  a  poor  house 
and  house  of  correction,  and  on  which  may 
be  erected  a  pest  house,  and  that  the  pre- 
mises then  owned  by  the  town  and  used  as  a 
poor  house  be  sold  ;  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  what  the  poor  house 
might  be  sold  for,  and  for  what  sum  a  suit- 
able farm  might  be  purchased,  and  to  make 
a  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting, 

1833. — In  1833  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  of  a  poor  house,  house  of 
correction  and  pest  house ;  but  they  not  hav- 
ing such  knowledge  of  the  subject  as  would 
enable  them  to  present  any  definite  plan,  re- 
commended that  a  committee  be  appointed 
and  the  "  visit  similar  establishments  in  other 
places,  prepare  plans  and  make  estimates  of 
the  cost. 

At  almost  every  town  meeting  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  the  subject  of  the  poor  house 
was  extensively  discussed.  The  agitation 
generally  ended  in  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee w^ho  would  almost  invariably  report 
that  in  their  opinion  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  investigate  the  mutter,  which 
last  named  committee  would  generally  never 
be  heard  from. 

1836. — In  the  year  ISoti  the  selectmen 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  expediency  of  purchasing  a  farm  upon 
which  necesssary  buildings  fur  the  use  of  the 
poor  might  be  erected,  and  were  ordered  to 
report  at  an  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  of  May  following. 

The  day  came  and  they  reported  that  ten 
farms  had  been  offered  to  them  at  various 
prices,  but  they  had  no  opinion  themselves 
upon  the  subject,  and  following  the  invaria- 
ble rule  in  such  cases  recommended  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject  thoroiajhli/ ;  and  accordingly  a  com- 
mittee of  throo  were  chosen  to  act  with  the 


selectmen  in  the  purchase  of  a  farm,  and  a 
tax  of  four  cents  on  the  dollar  was  voted  to 
pay  for  the  same.  This  committee,  unlike  its 
predecessors,  acted  in  the  matter,  and  on  the 
27th  day  of  September,  \K',i>,  reported  to  a 
town  meeting  held  on  that  day,  that  they  had 
purchased  the  farm  of  Frederick  Purdy,  ly*^ 
ing  2^  miles  south  of  the  village,  on  theShel- 
burne  road,  for  the  sum  of  $2UiX). 

1837. — This  measure  did  not  seem  to  have 
the  desired  eft'ect  of  lessening  expenses,  as 
the  following  extract  from  the  records  the 
following  spring  will  show  : 

On  motion  of  G.  B.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate  and  re- 
port to  the  town  at  the  next  adjourned  town 
meeting  the  causes  of  the  increased  number 
of  paupers  and  increased  expenses  of  the 
poor  for  the  last  two  years."  No  trace  of  their 
report  can  be  found. 

This  farm  contains  about  70  acres  of  land, 
and  with  the  improvements  since  made  is 
used  for  the  support  and  accommodation  of 
the  poor,  under  the  charge  of  a  superintend- 
ent employed  by  the  town. 

1859. — The  building  on  the  farm  becom- 
ing somewhat  dilapidated,  at  the  ilarch 
meeting  in  1859,  it  was  voted  that  the  select- 
men, overseer  of  the  poor  and  Dr.  W.  C. 
Hickok,  be  authorized  to  take  immediate 
measures  to  rebuild  or  repair  the  building  on 
the  poor  farm,  so  that  they  might  be  perma- 
nently adapted  to  the  proper  and  convenient 
care  of  the  poor  of  the  town,  provided  that 
the  expense  thereof  should  not  exceed 
$4,000. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
the  selectmen,  made  the  following  spring, 
indicates  the  progress  of  the  matter; 

"iV't-jr  Fuor  Houxe. 

*<In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town 
at  the  last  March  meeting,  your  committee 
have  erected  and  completed  a  new  poor 
house,  on  your  farm.  The  building  is  of 
brick,  48  by  48,  two  stories,  with  a  base- 
ment; the  walls  are  twelve  inches,  with  an 
air  space,  or  double,  as  ihoy  are  termed. 
The  building  will  conveniently  accommodate 
75  persons;  is  well  lighted,  perfectly  venti- 
lated, easily  warnted  ;  is  convenient  in  its 
arrangements,  plain  in  liiii:?h,  substantial 
and  good,  and  cost  So, 825.23. 

"The  house  contains  two  water  closets, 
designed  for  the  use  of  the  old  and  infirm. 
The  cost  of  these  with  the  necessary  traps, 
fixtures,  and  largo  tile  drain,  added  to  the 
cost  of  the  hou.-^o  some  ^^oOO  or  $400 :  but 
the  couvenieueo  of  them  is  almost  beyond 
value,  in  such  a  house, 
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"We  also  moved  the  old  store,  as  it  is 
termed,  around  to  the  new  house,  and  have 
finished  up  the  same,  and  made  of  it  a  ji^ood 
wood  ahed  and  ciirriii;;e  house,  which,  of 
course,  was  much  needed.  We  have  also 
provided. J-wo  goo»l  cisleriis*,  a  well,  and  new 
furniture,  tS:c.,  the  cost  of  all  which  you  will 
tind  detailed  in  the  orders  of  the  »<electmen. 
The  amount  of  these  expenditures  is 
$685.41." 

If  a  generous  policy  towards  the  poor  is 
evidence  of  an  enlightened  civilization,  cer- 
tainly Burlington  can  take  her  position  in 
tlie  first  Tank  of  civilized  communities.  Situ- 
ated as  she  is,  in  direct  communit  ution  with 
the  cities,  and  being  the  gate  through  which 
emigrating  paupers  pass  iu  ihcir  annual  , 
peregrinations,  it  is  no  wonder  that  an  im- 
mense influx  of  pauper  population  annually 
takes  place. 

Statement  of  the  Eipcme  of  the  Poor  Depart- 
vient. 

For  most  of  the  years  from  1800  to  18G2 
inclusive,  being  for  years  ending  at  the 
annual  March  meeting :  18<t".>._$  t7.«")4 ;  1810, 
$132.90;  1816.  323.9«i;  1817,  $064.17:  1818, 
$1,257.16;  1821.  $445.80;  1822,  $:M1.3S; 
1823,  $707.55;  1824,  S418.50:  1S2."..  $127.85; 
1826,  $436.80;  1828,  $866.06;  182tt.  $913.31 ; 
1833,  $886.86;  1834,  $1,107.24:  1835, 
$851.89;  1836,  $1,084.53;  1S37,  $1,813.24; 
1838,  $2,200;  1830,  $1,350;  184o,  $1,509.80; 
1841,  $1,520.57;  1842,  $1,470.07;  1843, 
$1,764.82;  1844,  $1,474.61 :  1845.  $1,537.60; 
1846,  $1,130.70;  1847,  $1,746.84;  1848, 
$4,055.52;  1849,  $3,158.08;  18.-.0,  $3,202.77; 
1851,  $3,699.58;  1852.  .$4,126.62;  1853, 
$2,931.98;  1854,  $2,563.72:  18' 5.  $2,973.29; 
1856,  $3,043.88;  1857,  $2,571.22:  1858, 
$3,211.56;  1859,  $3,068.40;  1^60,  $2,006.73; 
1861,  $2,286.38;  1862,  $2,0.:>2.35. 

Electoral  Vote^. 

Vote  of  Burlington  for  Pre-i  lent  of  the 
United  States — since  electors  were  elected 
by  the  people : 

1828 — John  Q.  Adams,  :i08  ;  Andrew  Jack- 
son, 332. 

1832— Andrew  Jackson,  201  ;  Wm.  Wirt, 
183. 

1836— Martin  Van  Buren.  203;  William 
H.  Harrison,  272. 

1840— William  H.  II:irri-ton,  386;  Martiu 
Van  Buren,  272;  Abolition  vote,  6. 

1844 — Henry  Clay,  451;  James  K.  Polk, 
392;  James  G.  BirmO  '  -1- 

1848— Zachary  Trtyl'>r.  503  ;  Lewis  Cass, 
266;  Martin  Van  Huren,  176. 


1852— Franklin  Pierce,  292 ;  Winfield  Scott, 
509:  John  P.  Hale,  63. 

— James  Buchanan,  246  ;  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, 592 ;  Millard  Fillmore,  26 ;  Abolitioa 
vote,  4. 

1860— Abraham  Lincoln,  608  ;  John  C. 
Breckenridge,  44;  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
231  ;  John  Bell,  15;  Abolition  vote,  2. 

Attempt  to  Organize  the  Town  into  a  Citt. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  selectmen 
by  several  freeholders,  in  the  fall  of  A.  D. 
1852,  requesting  them  to  warn  a  meeting  of 
the  legal  voters  of  the  town,  to  see  if  the 
town  would  make  application  to  the  legisla- 
ture for  an  act  to  incorporate  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  town  into  a  city,  with  power  to 
elect  a  representative  to  the  legislature  and 
proper  powers  for  the  good  government  and 
well  being  of  the  city ;  such  a  meeting  was 
held  on  the  7th  day  of  October  in  that  year, 
and  the  following  resolution  introduced  by 
Lyman  Cummin  gs: 

♦'Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  incor- 
porate a  part  of  the  town  of  Burlington  into 
a  city,  with  proper  boundaries,  and  suitable 
provisions,"  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  resolutions  into  effect, 
with  an  amendment  recommending  that  the 
proposed  city  embrace  the  whole  instead  of 
a  part  of  the  town,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five,  composed  of  Geo.  W.  Bene- 
!  diet,  Timothy  Follett,  John  Van  Sicklin,  D. 
i  W.  C.  Clark  and  William  Weston,  with  in- 
j  structions  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  12th  instant,  following,  "a 
bill  to  incorporate  part  or  all  of  the  present 
town  of  Burlington  as  a  city." 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  the  committee 
presented  a  written  report,  recommending 
the  adoption  of  said  resolution  in  the  form  in 
which  the  same  was  first  introduced,  and  also 
a  draught  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  "city 
of  Burlington,"  and  said  resolution  was 
adopted,  the  vote  being  taken  by  ballots, 
I  there  being  in  the  affirmative  169,  and  in  the 
negative  03;  and  a  committee  of  7  persons 
were  appointed  under  said  resolution. 

The  legislature  in  session  at  that  time 
passed  an  act  incorporating  the  village  part 
of  the  town  and  that  portion  of  the  town 
lying  north  of  the  village  as  a  city,  and  like- 
wise an  act  chartering  the  village  of  Bur- 
lington with  the  power  left  to  the  town  of 
adopting  or  rejecting  either  act. 

On  the  2l8t  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1853, 
a  meeting  of  the  legal  voters,  within  the 
limits  of  the  contemplated  city,  was  held  for 
the   purpose   of  voting   on   the  question. 
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whether  they  preferred  a  city  or  a  village 
charter;  and  the  ballots  having  been  taken 
the  result  was  as  follows:  for  a  village  char- 
ter there  were  cast  '273  votes :  for  a  city 
charter,  233  votes. 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1853,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  witliin  the  prescribed 
limits  of  the  "village  of  Burlington,"  was 
held  to  vote  on  the  acceptance  or  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  village  charter,  and  the  vote  being 
taken  there  were  cast  for  accepting  the 
charter,  115  votes;  for  rejecting  the  charter, 
iJOd  votes. 

And  thus  ended  the  only  attempt  to  in- 
corporate the  town  or  a  portion  of  it  as  a 
city;  many  who  voted  for  a  village  charter 
in  preference  to  a  city  organization  were 
hostile  to  both,  and  those  in  favor  of  a  city 
charter,  thinking  it  was  defeated  by  the 
"side  show"  of  a  village  charter,  opposed 
the  latter,  and  thus  both  were  defeated. 

Town  Clekks. 
Samuel  Lane,  1787  to  1794;  Zacheus  Peas- 
lee,  1794  to  1804  ;  Robert  Peaslee,  1804  to 
1805;  George  Robinson,  1805  to  1832;  Chas. 
Russell,  1832  to  1847;  Chalon  F.  Davy,  1847 
to  1855  ;  John  B.  Wheeler,  1855  to  1856 ; 
Samuel  H.  Reed,  1856  to  1859;  Abner  B. 
Lowry,  1859  (resigned)  ;  Brush  M.  Webb, 
1859  (present  incumbent). 

Town  Treasfkers. 
Stephen  Lawrence,  1787  to  1790;  John 
Knickerbocker,  1790  to  1792;  Samuel  Lane, 
1792  to  1793  ;  Phinehas  Loomis,  1793  to  1801  ; 
Zacheus  Peaslee,  1801  to  1804 ;  Saml.  Hickok, 
1804  to  1817;  Horace  Loomis,  1817  to  1822;  j 
John  N.  Pomeroy,  1822  to  1829-  Nathan  B.  I 
Haswell,  1829  to  1840 ;  George  B.  Shaw,  1840  | 
to  1841  ;  William  A.  Griswold,  1811  to  1843;  \ 
Alvan  Foote,  1843  to  1851 ;  C.  F.  Davy,  1851 
to  1855;  John  B.Wheeler,  1855  to  1856; 
Samuel  H.  Reed,  1856  to  1859;  Charles  F. 
Ward,  1859  to  ISGO;  Brush  M.  Webb,  1860, 
present  incumbent. 

First  Cox^tahles, 

With  the  years  when  elected  : 

Job  Boynton,  1787 ;  Stephen  Lawrence, 
1788,  1792  ;  Elisha  Lane,  17s9.-90,-91 ;  Isaac 
French,  1793  ;  Benjamin  Adams,  1794,-5,-6, 
1801,-2  ;  Lyman  King  1797  ;  Amos  Browson, 
1798;  Eplir.iim  Hurlbnt.  1 7!19 ;  Mark  Rice, 
1800;  Stephen  Rus«cl1,  1803.-4:  John  Barry, 
1805,-9;  James  Enos,  1810,-12;  Moses  Bliss, 
1813,-8;  Henry  Noble,  1819,-20:  Zcnas  Flagg. 
1821,-2;  Phineas  Atwater.  1823,1832:  Hy- 
man  Lane,  1833,  1815;  John  Church,  1846; 
Isaac  Sherwood,  1847,-51  ;   S.  W.  Taylor, 


1852,  1854;  Samuel  Huntington,  1854,  pre- 
sent incumbent. 

Selectmen, 

With  the  years  when  elected: 

Stephen  Lawrence,  1787  ;  Frederick  Sax- 
ton,  1787,  '88,  '89;  Sam'l  Allen,  1787;  Sam'l 
Lane,  1788,  1791,  '92;  Job  Bonyton,  1788, 
1790;  John  Knickerbocker,  1789,  '90,  '91 ; 
I  Barnabas  Bear,  1789;  Daniel  Castle,  1790; 
Daniel  Hiirlbut,  1791, 1793,  '94,  '95  ;  Thomas 
Barney,  1792,  '93,  '94;  William  Coit,  1792, 
1794,  '95,  1801  ;  Stephen  Keyes,  1793,  1796; 
Peter  Benedict,  1795.  '96;  Phinehas  Loomis, 
1796,  1799,  18(X),  1802,  '03;  William  C.  Har- 
rington, 1797,  '98,  '99,  1800,  1804,  '05,  1807, 
'08,  1811 ;  Stephen  Pearl,  1797,  '98.  '99,  1804, 
'05,  '06,  '07,  '08.  1811;  Jason  Comslock, 
1797 ;  Nathan  Smith,  1798,  1802,  '06,  07,  'OS, 
1810,  '11,  '12,  '13,  '14,  '15,  '10;  Zacheus 
Peaslee,  1801,  '02,  '03  ;  Benjamin  Adams, 
1801 ;  John  Eldredge,  1803,  '04,  '05 ;  Moses 
Catlin,  1806;  Lyman  King,  1809,  '12,  '13, 
'14;  Daniel  Farrand,  1809,  '10,  '12,  '13,  '16; 
Moses  Robinson,  18i»9;  Samuel  Hickok,  1810, 
'23,  '24,  '25;  Ozias  Buell,  1814;  Ebenezer  T. 
Englesby,  1815,  '30;  Nathaniel  Mayo,  1816, 
'26,  '27  ;  George  Robinson,  1817,  '18,  '19,  '20. 
'21,  '22,  '23,  '24,  '25,  '20,  '27,  28,  '29,  30; 
Seth  Pomeroy,  1815  ;  Luther  Loomis,  1817, 
'18,  '19,  '20,  '22,  '43  ;  Alvan  Foote.  1817,  '18. 


'19,  '20,  '21,  '2: 


'24,  '25,  '26, 


'28: 


Heman  Lowry,  1821,  '29,  '35,  '36,  '37,  '38, 
'39;  John  Van  Sicklin,  1828,  ,57,  '58;  Bur- 
rell  Lane,  1829,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  34,  '40,  '41, 
'52;  Samuel  Nichols,  1831,  '32,  '33,  '34,  35, 
'36,  '37,  '38,  '39,  '41,  '42,  '47,  '48;  George  P. 
Marsh.  1831;  Theodore  Catlin,  1832:  W.  A. 
Griswold,  1833,  '34,  '35'  '36,  '37,  '38,  '39: 
Heman  Allen,  1840;  Noble  Lovely,  1840; 
Bostwick  Tousley,  1841,  '42,  '44:  Samuel  K. 
Isham,  1843;  Tirao.  F.  Strong,  1813;  Wyllys 
Lyman,  1844,  '45,  '46;  Harry  Bradley,  i84'5. 
'46  ;  John  N.  Pomeroy,  1847,  '48.  '55,  '56,  '57 : 
Seth  Morse.  1844,  '45.  "46.  *49,  '50,  '51 :  Henrj- 
B.  Stacy,  1847,  '48,  '49.  '50.  '51,  '52  :  William 
Weston*  1829,  '50,  '51,  '52,  '53  :  Ellas  Lyman. 
1853;  Henry  Whitney.  1859,  '54:  Tori^ey  E. 
Wales,  1854  ;  Moses  L.  Church,  1854.  '55,  '56: 
L.  G.  Bigelow,  1855  ;  John  B.  Wheeler,  1856. 
'67  ;  Carolus  Noyes.  1858,  '59,  '60.  '61  :  Seld- 
ing  Patee,  1858,  '59  :  Edward  J.  Fay,  1859. 
'60,  '61  :  W.  L.  Strong,  I860;  Rnvselfs.  Tafl. 
1861,  '62;  William  G.  Shaw,  1862;  P.  Hin- 
man  Catlin,  1862. 

Representatives  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Lemuel  Bradley,  1776  ;  Samuel  Lane.  1788 ; 
Samuel  Hitchcock,  1789,  '90,  '91,  '92,  '93; 
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William  Coit,  1794;  William  C.  Harrington, 
1797,  '98,  IhOi;,  '04,  '0«; ;  Elimtlmn  Keyes, 
179G,  '97,  '99.  18(M>,  '01;  Tha.l.ieus  Tuttle, 
1803;  Stephen  Pearl,  lM»o;  (Jeorge  Robin- 
son, 1807,  'lo,  '22;  Lufber  Looniis,  181G ; 
Charles  Adams,  1817,  '24;  0.  P.  Van  Ness, 
1818,  '21;  B.  F.  Bailey,  182-).  '29;  E.  T. 
Englesby,  1723;  Timo.  Follett,  18;U),  '32; 
Sam'L  Nich-  ols,  1833;  Heman  Allen,  1834! 
Nathan  B.  Haswell,  1835,  '36;  Hurry  Bruilley, 
1837, '38;  Carlos  Baxter,  1839,  '40 ;  W.  a! 
Griswold,  1841;  John  Van  Sicklin,  1842; 
Henry  B.  Stacy,  1843,  '44,  '51,  '50  ;  Charles 
Russell,  1845,  '4G;  Wyllys  Lyman,  1817;  D. 
K.  Pangborn,  1848,  '49;  Henry  Leavenworth, 
1850;  Henry  P.  Hickok,  1852;  E.  C.  Palmer, 
1853  ;  George  F.  Edmunds,  1854,  '55,  '57,  '58, 
'59  ;  Carolus  Noyes,  1860,  61 ;  Wm.  G.  Shaw- 
1862. 

Pensioners 
Residing  in  Buylington,  1840,  with  their  ages: 
Nathan  Seymour,  84 ;  David  Russell,  82 ; 
Reuben  Bostwick,  81  ;  John  Stacy,  79 ;  Wm. 
Kilburne,  77;  Stephen  Russell,  75;  Lydia 
Sawyer,  65;  Alanson  Adams,  48. 

Banks. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  present  cen- 
tury various  ineifectual  attempts  were  made 


mained  until  the  legislature  ordered  iin  r«. 
moval  to  VVoodntock  in  1812.  While  tlie  brttn<'h 
at  Burlington  was  in  operation  the  buHinr?.(i 
was  transacted  by  Samuel  Hickok,  K!*<j., 
ca.^^hier,  in  the  banking  rooms  occupied  hr 
the  bank  in  the  building  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  Court  House  square,  now  owned  in 
part  by  the  masonic  fraternity.  The  bank, 
ing  rooms  were  in  the  rear  part  of  the  north- 
erly store  in  said  building.  By  the  original 
act  establishing  the  branch,  it  was  provided 
that  the  directors  of  the  state  bank,  thirteen 
in  number,  chosen  annually  by  the  legisla- 
ture, should  assign  three  of  their  number  to 
said  branch,  twx>  of  which  should  constitute 
a  quorum  to  manage  the  prudential  concerns 
of  said  branch.  The  two  directors  residing 
in  this  locality  were  William  C.  Harrington 
and  Noah  Chittenden,  Esqs.  The  Burling- 
fon  branch  remained  in  operation  until  1812, 
when  the  legislature  ordered  its  removal  to 
Woostock. 

Bank  of  Burlington. — An  application  was 
made  in  1816,  for  a  branch  at  Burlington, 
and  the  matter  was  postponed  after  consider- 
able discussion,  to  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature;  but  nothing  was  done  until  the 
session  in  1818,  when  the  Bank  of  Burlington 
was  incorporated.  It  went  into  operation  im- 
in  different  parts  of  the  state  to  establish  j ''iediately  afterwards,  occupying  a  building 


banks  of  discount  and  deposit  based  upon  a 
circulating  currency,  but  paper  money  was 
in  such  bad  repute,  and  the  measure  met 
with  such  a  decided  opposition  from  those 


on  the  north  side  of  the  square,  and  shortly 
afterwards  their  two  story  brick  banking 
house  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Bank  and 
Church  streets,  and  has  done  a  successful 


■who  believed  that  "  by  introducing  a  more  business  down  to  the  present  time.  Its 
extensive  credit  the  tendency  of  banks  would  i  charter  has  been  extended  at  three  different 
be  to  palsy  the  vigor  of  industry  and  to  !  periods,  by  acts  of  the  legislature,  approved 
stupefy  the  vigilance  of  economy,  the  only  |  Nov.  5,  1830,  Nov.  8,  1847,  Nov.  20,  1861, 
two  honest,  general  and  sure  sources  of  j  and  expires  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
wealth,"  that  it  was  only  after  cunHidorable  i  1884.  Its  capital  is  $150,000.  The  business 
effort  and  a  great  deal  of  clamor  that  the  |  is  managed  by  aboard  of  seven  directors 
legislative  and  executive  pitwers  were  in- 1  who  choose  a  president  and  cashier.  The 


duced  to  grant  privileges  of  banking. 


following  persons  have  been  successively 


A  petition  was  presented  to  the  ;i>^sonibly  j  elected  presidents :  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness, 
of  the  state  at  its  session  in  Westminster  in  j  E.  T.  Englesby»  Philo  Doolittle,  Levi  Under- 
1803,  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank  at  Bur- I  wood  —  and  the  following  cashiers:  An- 
lington,  and  a  bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  93  to  !  drew  Thompson,  R.  G.  Cole. 
83  granting  the  petitioners  the  privilege!  United  States  Branch  Bank. — In  1830  a 
prayed  for,    but   was    returned   by   Gov.  |  branch  of  the  above  bank  was  established  at 


Tichenor  and  council,  non-concurred  in.  ac-  ' 
companied  by  8  reasons  a-aiuMt  banking.  ! 
A  similar  bill  passed  the  hou-e  of  ropre*en. ! 
tatives  in  1805,  establishing  a  bank  at  Bur- ! 
lington,  but  was  likewise  nun-concurred  in,  ; 
and  failed  to  become  a  law.  | 
Vermont  State  Bank. —la  the  year  1806  the  | 
Vermont  State  bank  was  chartered,  and  in  | 
the  subsequent  year  a  branch  of  the  name  ' 


Burlington,  which  continued  in  business  until 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  parent 
bank.  The  officers  of  the  branch  were: 
Heman  Allen,  president;  Thomas  Hockley, 
cashier.  Their  banking  house  was  located 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  College  and  St. 
Paul's  streets. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank. — This  bank 
was  chartered  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 


was  established  at  Burlington,  where  it  re-  I  A.  D.  1834,  and  its  charter  extended  by  acts 
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passed  on  the  3l8t  day  of  October,  1840,  and 
Nov.  20,  1801,  and  expires  on  the  lat  day  of 
January,  1885.  Its  c.ipital  is  $100,0(X).  Its 
banking  house  is  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
8t.  Paul's  and  College  streets.  The  presidents 
have  been,  John  Peck,  Frederick  Fletcher 
and  'Torrey  E.  "Wales.  Cashiers,  Thomas 
Hockley  and  Charles  F.  Warner, 

The  Commercial  Bank  was  chartered  on  the 
8th  day  of  November,  1847,  and  its  charter 
extended  on  the  10th  day  of  Nov.  18(31,  and 
will  expire  January  1,  188-5.  Capital  $150,- 
000>  Banking  bouse  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Court  House  square.  Presidents,  in  the 
order  of  their  election  :  Harry  Bradley,  Dan 
Lyon,  L.  E.  Chittenden,  Carolus  Noyes. 
Cashiers  :  Martin  A.  Seymour,  Charles  P. 
Hartt,  Vernon  P.  Noyes. 

Merchants'  Bank. — This  bank  had  its  char- 
ter granted  on  the  Kjth  day  of  November, 
1849,  extended  20th  November,  18G1,  and  it 
will  expire  January  1st,  1886.  It  commenced 
business  on  the  east  side  of  Water  street,  and 
afterwards  removed  to  its  present  banking 
house  on  the  north  side  of  Court  House 
square.  Its  capital  is  S  120,000.-  Presidents 
in  the  order  of  election  :  Timothy  Foliett, 
Albert  L.  Catlin,  Henry  P.  Hickok.  Cash- 
iers: H.  S.  Noyes,  Martin  A  Seymour,  Wm. 
J.  Odell,  Wm,  L.  Strong,  Samuel  M,  Pope, 
C.  W.  Woodhouse  (assistant), 

Burlington  Savings  Bank. — This  institution 
was  chartered  by  the  legislature  of  this  state 
in  1847,  and  commenced  business  in  January, 
1848,  Its  depositors  number  290,  having  on 
deposit  $34,203.88,  ^vith  a  surplus  of  $1,- 
679.58.  Henry  Loomis,  president ;  Charles 
F.  Ward,  secretary ;  William  L.  Strong,  trea- 
surer. 

Aqricultceal  F.\iiis. 

In  A.  D.  1810,  a  society  existed  in  Bur- 
lington, called  the  Chittenden  County  so- 
ciety, for  promoting  agriculture  and  domestic 
manufactures,  of  which  Martin  Chittenden 
was  president,  and  Charles  Adams  secretary, 
but  whether  any  fairs  were  held  by  them 
is  not  known  to  the  writer. 

Fairs  were  held  here  by  the  Chittenden 
County  Agricultural  society,  in  the  years 
1848  to  1848  inclusive,  and  one  was  advertis- 
ed for  1849,  but  not  held,  and  in  1857,  1858, 
and  1862.  At  these  fairs  the  agricultural 
and  mechanical  products  of  the  county  are 
exhibited,  and  in  no  respect  arc  the  fairs 
excelled  by  any  in  Vermont;  from  S200  to 
$600  are  annually  expended  at  these  fairs  in 
premiums. 

A  fair  wns  held  on  t!te  flat  near  the  pre- 
sent residence  of  Oslo  Eu    Pinney,  about 


1820,  and  an  address  delivered  at  the  Court 
House  square. 

Statistics 

Of  the  Agricultural  ProduHiowt  of  the  Farming 
Portion  of  the  Town,  1860, 
No.  of  horses,  303;  oxen,  66;  milch  cows, 
C87  ;  othercattle,  378;  sheep,  1,146:  swine, 
305;  wheat,  2,651  bush.;  rye,  2,855  bush.; 
Indian  corn,  13,705  bush.  ;  oats,  15,294 
bush. ;  peas  and  beans,  617  bush.  :  pota- 
toes, 26,380  bush. ;  barley,  480  bush. ;  buck- 
wheat, 1,759  bush.;  grass  seed,  10  bush.; 
wool,  5,270  lbs. ;  butter,  55,525  lbs. ;  cheese, 
36,290  lbs.  ;  honey,  1,330  lbs.;  value  of  or- 
chard products,  $3,108;  value  of  market 
garden  products,  $502 ;  wine,  9G  galls. ;  hay, 
3,493  tons. 

Court  Houses  and  Jails. 

By  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the 
state  in  November,  A.  D.  1791,  Burlington 
was  made  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of 
Chittenden,  and  has  remained  such  to  the 
present  time. 

The  courts  were  first  held  in  a  room  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  house  of  Capt.  King, 
at  Burlington  bay,  as  it  was  then  called, 
being  the  settlement  at  the  lower  end  of 
W^ater  street.  The  room  used  by  the  couft 
was  about  16  feet  by  20.  The  portion  of  the 
room  allotted  to  the  judges  was  railed  off 
with  boards,  somewhat  similar  in  construc- 
tion to  a  pigsty  of  the  present  day,  and 
within,  upon  a  slab,  into  which  round  poles 
had  been  inserted  for  legs,  sat  the  justiciary 
of  the  county,  Judge  Isaac  Tichenor  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  then  future  governor  of 
the  state,  presiding;  near  by  the  judges 
stood  the  sheriff. 

"The  town  of  Burlington,  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  1795,  voted  that  Colonel 
Stephen  Pearl,  Peter  Benedict,  CoL  Wm. 
C.  Harrington,  and  Benjamin  Adams,  be  a 
committee  to  hand  round  subscriptions  for 
the  Court  house." 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  16th. 
day  of  April,  it  was  voted 

"That  a  committee  of  live  bo  appointed 
to  appropriate  the  subscri{>tions  for  build- 
ing a  Court  house  in  Burlington  agreeable 
to  law," 

And  the  following  named  persons  were 
appointed : 

Capt.  Daniel  Hurlbut,  Col.  Stephen  Pearl, 
William  Coit,  Esq.,  Elnaihau  Keyes,  Ira 
Allen, 

The  annual  meeting  in  March,  1796,  wa$ 
warned  at  the  Court  house. 

The  first  county  buildlnga  were  erected 
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the  summer  following  the  above  named 
meeting,  at  which  time  the  Court  house  was 
placed  near  the  centre  of  Court  House  square, 
and  the  jail  near  the  northeast  corner,  on 
the  ground  now  occupied  by  what  is  called 
Strong's  block.  In  17'J8,  Mr.  King,  for  the 
purpose  of  officiating  as  jailor,  and  also  of 
keeping  a  tavern,  erected  a  tavern  house 
contiguous  to  the  jail,  south  of  and  connected 
with  it.  In  ISO'J,  another  court  house  was 
erected  on  the  location  of  the  one  now  exi.«!t- 
ing,  and  about  the  same  time  the  jail  was 
separated  from  Mr.  King's  tavern,  and  re* 
moved  to  the  east  side  of  Church  street,  mid- 
way between  Bank  and  Cherry  streets.  Mr. 
King,  during  the  time  he  occupied  said 
tavern,  and  until  about  1816,  had  a  garden 
east  of  his  tavern  house,  upon  what  is  now 
Church  street,  which  garden  extended  south- 
erly to  the  north  line  of  the  court  house, 

Mr.  King  conveyed  land  as  a  site  for  the 
county  jail,  and  received  from  the  town  a  I 
lease  upon  nominal  rent  of  the  ground  cover- 
ed by  the  tavern  house,  and  also  of  a  piece 
of  ground  parcel  of  the  square  whereon  to 
erect  an  addition  to  his  house,  which  arrange- 
ment was  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  year  18^8. 

The  jail  has  been  built  of  brick,  on  the 
site  conveyed  by  Mr.  King,  is  two  stories 
high;  a  substantial  edifice,  well  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  numerous  guests  seeking 
accommodations  there. 

The  court  house  erected  in  180*2,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1828,  and  another  was 
erected  in  its  place,  built  of  brick  ;  it  is  46  feet 
wide  and  60  feet  long,  two  stories  high  ;  the 
lower  story  is  occupied  for  offices  by  the 
county  clerk  and  sheriff,  and  for  jury  rooms  : 
the  upper  story  for  a  court  room.  Burling- 
ton united  with  the  county  in  building  the 
house,  and  paid  $l,5iX)  on  condition  of  hav- 
ing the  basement  thereof  to  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  town  for  town  piirpopif* ; 
the  town  to  have  an  interest  of  one  fourth 
in  the  policy  of  insurance  on  the  Court 
house,  and  to  pay  one  fourth  of  the  cost 
of  insurance.  The  town  occupied  the  base- 
ment until  1854,  for  town  meetings,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  occupied  by  the  town 
and  fire  district  for  housing  lire  engines  and 
apparatus. 

The  Tow5  Hall. 

The  town  erected  the  present  town  hall 
in  the  years  1853  an<l  1^54;  it  is  located  on 
the  north  side  of  Main  .-tret't,  between  Church 
Street  and  Court  IIou'^c  s-juarc,  is  80  feet  by 
80;  the  basemout  in  built  of  stone,  and  oc- 
cupied for  ahops  of  various  kinds  ;  the  two 


niain  stories  of  brick  ;  the  first  story  is  used 
for  offices,  and  the  hall  occupies  the  second 
story. 

Custom  House. 
On  the  4th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1851, 
congress  passed  an  act  appropriating  $  10,0<)i) 
for  the  erection  of  a  Custom  house,  post-of- 
fice, and  rooms  for  the  district  judge  of  the 
United  States  courts,  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  and 
also  enough  to  purchase  a  location  for  the 
biiilding.  A  site  was  selected  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Main  and  Church  streets, 
containing  2^  acres  of  land,  for  which 
$7,750  was  paid.  The  construction  of  the 
building  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1855, 
and  finished  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  1857. 
In  June,  1858,  an  appropriation  was  made 
of  $4,000,  for  fencing,  paving  and  grading 
the  grounds  and  furnishing  the  building.  It 
is  made  of  brick,  iron  and  stone,  and  is  fire 
proof ;  only  the  doors,  base-boards,  and 
floors  (which  are  laid  on  brick  arches)  are 
of  wood. 

The  lower  floor  is  occupied  for  the  post 
office ;  the  upper  for  the  custom  house  and 
rooms  for  the  district  judge. 

Marine  Hospital. 
An  appropriation  was  made  by  congress 
in  1855,  of  $35,000,  for  the  erection  of  a 
marine  hospital  at  Burlington,  with  a  sum 
sufficient  to  purchase  the  land  for  a  situa- 
i  tion ;  a  site  was  selected  2  miles  south  of 
I  the  village  on  the  west  side  of  the  Shel- 
I  burne  road,  $1,750  being  the  consideration 
\  paid  for  it.    It  embraces  ten  acres  of  land 
;  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  lake  and 
I  village. 

i     The  building  was  commenced  in  185G,  and 

i  was  finished  in  1858.    An  additional  appro- 

!  priation  was  made  in  June,  1858,  of  $4,000, 

j  for  fencing  and  grading  the  premises. 

j     It  is 2  stories  high,  with  a  basement;  built 

I  very  thoroughly,  with  ample  and  convenient 

I  rooms  for  the  use  intended. 

j     It  not  having  been  occupied  for  the  pur- 

i  poses  for  which  it  was  constructed  when  the 

'  civil  war  with  the  south  began,  the  military 

I  authorities  went  into  possession  of  it,  and 

still  occupy  it  as  a  hospital  principally  for 

Vermont  soldiers. 

Free  axd  Accepted  Masons. 
Wa.tfiinyton  Lodge  No.  3. — On  the  13th  day 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1795,  upon  the  appli- 
,  cation  of  Ebenezer  Marvin,  Lemuel  Bottum, 
j  Solomon  Miller,  John  White,  Stephen  Keyes, 
j  Levi  AlltMi,  Amos  Morrill,  Samuel  Mix,  Jo- 
I  aeph  Griswold,  Gordon  King,  Linus  Atwater 
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and  Stephen  Pearl,  a  charter  was  granted  to 
them  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont,  con- 
stituting them  a  lodge  of  masons,  by  the 
name  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  7.  Their 
lodge  room,  with  all  the  furniture  and  re- 
cords, was  burned  in  June,  18128. 

On  the  4th  day  of  February,  184G,  the 
lodge  was  reorganized  and  was  numbered 
8.  It  owns  a  part  of  the  building  in  which 
their  rooms  are  located  on  the  west  side  of 
Court  House  square.  Present  number  of 
members,  126. 

The  following  persons  have  successively 

been  elected  masters :     ,  David 

Russell,  James  Sawyer,  Joshua  Isham,  Geo. 
Robinson,  Lemuel  Page,  Nathan  B.  Haswell, 
John  S.  Webster,  L.  B.  Englesby,  William  G. 
Shaw,  C.  W.  Woodhouse. 

Odd  Fellows. 

Green  Mountain  Lodge — was  organized  in 
1845.  Their  lodge  room  is  in  the  third  story 
of  the  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Church  and  College  streets.  There  are  about 
73  members  at  present. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows  :  Samuel 
Bigwood,  N.  G.  ;  James  Mitchell,  V.  G. ;  J. 
J.  Duncklee,  P.  S.  ;  Nelson  White,  R.  S. ;  T. 
J.  Blanchard,  Treasurer. 

Window  Glass. 
The  manufacture  of  window  glass  in  Bur- 
lington was  commenced  in  1827,  by  the 
Champlain  Glass  company,  which  continued 
in  business  until  the  fall  of  1834.  Frede- 
rick Smith,  with  others,  succeeded  the  com- 
pany in  the  business,  in  1834,  and  he  with  a 
change  of  partners  continued  the  business 
until  1848,  when  the  manufacture  of  glass 
ceased.  The  glass  works  were  located  be- 
tv^een  Water  and  Champlain  streets,  north 
of  Smith's  lane.  The  amount  annually  pro- 
duced was  from  8,000  to  12,000  boxes. 

Cotton  Manufactures. 
Winooski  Mill  Company,  Burlington  Vt. — 
This  corporation  is  located  at  Winooski  falls, 
in  Burlington,  and  its  location  for  manufac- 
turing and  business  purposes  is  most  desira- 
ble. The  water  power  is  rarely  equalled, 
there  being  an  abundant  supply  of  water, 
yielding  the  necessary  power  to  propel  a 
large  amount  of  machinery.  It  is  remarka- 
bly free  from  casualties.  The  breaking  up 
of  the  ice  in  the  winter  and  spring  is  at- 
tended with  no  serious  consequences;  nor  is 
it  subject  to  disastrous  freshets,  sweeping 
all  before  them.  These  are  important  safe- 
guards to  the  property. 


This  company  received  its  charter,  A.  D. 
1845,  and  was  organized  the  same  year, 
Joseph  D.  Allen  being  its  first  president. 
The  authorized  capital  stock  was  $25,000. 
The  legislature  of  1853  increased  the  capital 
stock  to  $75,00«>.  Its  present  officers  are: 
W.  R.  Vilas,  president,  which  office  ho  has 
held  since  1852;  Morillo  Noyes,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  oifices  held  by  him  since  1847  ; 
Horace  W.  Barrrrt,  foreman,  a  position  faith- 
fully filled  by  him  since  1845. 

Manufacturing:  was  first  begun  in  a  wood 
building,  known  by  the  name  of  "the  oil 
mill."  It  was  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  highway,  and  near  Catlin's  grist-mill, 
both  of  which  were  very  near  the  south  end 
of  the  covered  bridge. 

On  the  night  of  Jan.  31,  1852,  the  grist- 
mill was  discovered  to  be  in  flames;  the  fire 
spreading  with  rapidity,  soon  communicated 
to  the  "oil  mill"  building,  in  which  were 
the  machinery  and  works  of  the  Winooski 
Mill  company.  Both  buildings  were  soon 
entirely  consumed,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
resolute  and  efncient  efforts  of  the  fire  de- 
partment and  citizens  that  the  covered 
bridge  was  saveiL  The  greater  part  of  the 
machinery  was  destroyed. 

Soon  after  the  fire,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1852,  the  preseat  site,  some  twenty  rods 
above  the  bridge  at  Winooski,  was  purchased 
by  the  company,  and  they  immediately 
erected  the  commodious  and  substantial 
stone  and  brick  factory  (45  by  103  feet), 
3  stories  in  height,  besides  basement  and 
attic.  This,  in  connection  with  the  wood 
factory  already  on  the  site,  and  34  by  84 
feet,  afforded  aEiple  facilities  for  operating 
a  large  amount  of  machinery. 

The  total  amouni  invested  to  the  present 
time,  in  lands,  water  privileges,  machinery 
and  the  necessary  appurtenances,  is  nearly 
$60,000. 

The  machinery  is  of  modem  invention, 
combining  all  the  practical  improvements  of 
mechanical  skill  and  inventive  ingenuity. 

The  weaving  department  contains  50  of 
Benjamin  &  Reynolds'  patent  looms,  which 
can  be  worked  with  wonderful  rapidity  and 
success,  far  outstripping  those  of  more  an- 
cient invention.    They  are  so  skillfully  and 
I  harmoniously  adjusted  in  every  part,  as  to 
I  perform  their  tasks  with  surprising  advan- 
I  tage  and  satisfaction.    The  whole  machine- 
ry is  capable  of  producing,  annually,  about 
as  follows,  viz. :    750,000  yards  \  brown 
sheetings;  000, IKX)  yards  satinet  and  flannel 
warps  ;  20,0i)0  pounds  batting. 

The  value  of  the  above  productions  will 
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range  from  $85,000  to  $110,000,  according 
to  the  market  value  of  the  gooijH  produced. 

The  amount  paid  for  labor  per  year,  to 
produce  the  above,  wuuld  be  about  $10,000, 
giving  employment  to  some  75  males  and 
females. 

Pioneer  Mechanics'  Shop. 
Previous  to  the  year  1850,  all  the  manufac- 
turing done  in  town,  with  the  exception  of 
the  glass  and  cotton  manufactures,  was 
merely  what  the  necessities  of  the  people  in 
this  vicinity  required,  there  being  no  estab- 
lishment whose  products  reached  a  foreign 
market.  The  many  facilities  for  manufac- 
turing here,  with  the  communication  by  wa- 
ter and  rail  with  the  large  cities,  caused  the 
people  to  turn  their  attention  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

On  the  31st  day  of  May,  1852,  a  number  of 
citizens  formed  themselves  into  an  association 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  industrial 
interests  of  Burlington,  under  the  name  and 
style  of  the  Pioneer  Mechanics'  Shop  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable 
building  or  buildings  (on  land  donated  to  the 
company  for  that  purpose,  by  Henry  B.  Stacy, 
Henry  P.  Hickok,  Eliza  W.  Buell  and  Nathan 
B.  Haswell),  with  steam  engines  and  fixtures 
for  running  machinery  in  said  building,  the 
same  to  be  rented  to  mechanics  and  manu- 
facturers, in  convenient  allotments,  in  such 
manner  as  to  facilitate  and  invite  the  intro- 
duction of  new  branches  of  mechanical  and 
manufacturing  industry.  The  capital  of  the 
company  was  $30,000,  divided  into  shares  of 
$25  each. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  granted  a 
charter  to  the  company  in  Novem'uer,  1S52. 
The  first  directors  were  Henry  P.  Hickok, 
Frederick  Smith,  T.  R.  Fletcher,  Edward  W. 
Peck,  and  Morillo  Noyes. 

In  1852  and  1853,  the  company  erected  a 
building,  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  street,  of 
brick,  4  stories  high,  400  feet  loug  and  50 
feet  wide,  divided  into  4  apartments,  each 
100  feet  long,  with  a  heavy  brick  wall  be- 
tween each.  The  machinery  in  the  shops 
being  driven  by  two  heavy  engines  in  a 
building  just  east  of  shops.  The  southerly 
half  of  the  building  was  rented  by  Cheney,  I 
Kilburn  &  Co.,  and  occupied  in  getting  out  } 
chair  stock  for  the  chair  manufacturers  in 
Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  in  the  manu- 
facture of  chairs,  finishing  000  daily. 

The  northerly  half  of  the  building  was 
rented  to  various  parties,  and  occupied  in  the 
manufacture  of  s;ish,  doors,  blinds,  furniture, 
machinery,  &c.    The  corporation  having  bor- 


rowed money  required  in  the  completion  «.f 
tlieir  buildings,  over  and  above  their  cr\pi(»| 
i  and  given  a  mortgage  of  their  lands  »na 
shops  to  secure  the  payment,  being  unable  to 
pay  the  same,  it  was  foreclosed,  and  tli« 
property  of  the  corporation  passed  into  tine 
hands  of  Henry  P.  Hickok.    The  occupation 
of  the  shop  was  quite  hazardous.  Large 
quantities  of  shavings  were  made  daily,  and 
an  immense  amount  of  dry  manufacture^! 
wood-work  stored  in  the  building,  with  tur. 
j  pcntine  and  other  materials  for  painting, 
'  Thus  it  was  rendered  unusually  liable  to 
take  fire. 

On  the  2d  day  of  April  (fast  day),  1858, 
the  workmen  of  the  shop  being  absent,  it  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire  near  the  south  end, 
a  strong  southerly  gale  blowing  at  the  same 
time;  by  11  o'clock  it  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  Nothing  of  any  consequence  was 
saved  from  the  fire,  so  rapid  was  its  progress. 
The  whole  loss  by  the  fire  was  estimated  at 
$150,000. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  donating  nearly 
$8,000  for  its  reconstruction,  Mr.  Lawrence 
Barnes  purchased  the  ruins,  and  immediately 
erected  3  brick  shops,  2  stories  high,  each 
100  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide. 

These  shops,  with  others  which  have  been 
erected  adjoining,  are  occupied  by  manufac- 
turers of  furniture,  doors,  sash,  blinds,  shoe 
lasts,  boxes,  axe  helves,  wagon  spokes,  iron 
castings  and  machinery,  a  large  part  of  which 
finds  its  way  to  foreign  markets.  Large 
quantities  of  salt  are  prepared  for  culinary 
and  dairy  purposes  at  the  centre  shop.  A 
large  steam  planing  mill  has  been  erected 
near  the  shops,  at  the  foot  of  College  street,  in 
which  large  quantities  of  lumber  are  dressed 
and  prepared  for  market. 

The  facilities  for  getting  all  kinds  of  lum- 
ber from  the  lumber  yards  in  the  vicinity, 
and  maple  and  bass  woods  from  the  adjoining 
country,  and  water  communication  with  New 
York  city  during  half  of  the  year,  renders 
Burlington  a  very  desirable  point  for  all 
manufactures  of  wood.  All  the  manufac- 
turers here  at  present  are  from  abroad,  who 
have  been  attracted  by  the  very  superior 
advantages  which  the  town  possesses ;  and 
we  may  look  hereafter  for  a  more  extended 
business  of  all  branches  of  industrial  pur-r 
suits. 

Breweries. 
About  1800,  Daniel  Staniford  owned  a 
distillery  on  the  north  side  of  Pearl  street, 
near  the  present  Winooski  avenue,  where  he 
brewed  ale,  beer  and  porter;  and  if  the  ad- 
vertisements of  that  day  be  correct,  he  also 
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manufactured  a  very  excellent  article  of 
y,fl.  of  which  tradition  informs  us  that  some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  quiet  village  were 
fond. 

Another  distillery  was  operated  nearer  the 
head  of  Pearl  street,  by  Loomis  &  Bradley. 

Samuel  Hickok  built  a  brewery  on  the 
west  side  of  Champlain  street,  which  was 
burned  down.  It  was  afterwards  rebuilt  by 
George  Peterson,  about  1837,  who  has  occu- 
pied it  ever  since  in  manufacturing  ale,  usu- 
ally about  1500  hundred  barrels  each  year. 

POTTEET. 

E.  L.  Farrar  first  built  a  pottery  for  the 
manufacture  of  earthenware,  on  the  south 
side  of  Pearl  street,  between  St.  Paul's  and 
Church  streets.  It  was  afterwards  enlarged 
by  Ballard  &  Brothers,  and  is  now  operated 
by  0.  L.  &  A.  K.  Ballard.  They  manufac- 
ture annually  about  $15,000  worth  of  ware 
of  all  varieties. 

Catlin's  Floukixg  Mill 
Is  located  on  the  river  just  below  the  bridge 
at  Winooski  falls.  It  is  built  of  wood,  6 
stories  high,  has  11  run  of  stone;  70,000 
bushels  of  wheat  can  annually  be  turned 
into  flour,  while  the  plaster  mill  adjoining 
turns  out  about  500  tons  of  plaster. 

Streets. 

A  very  accurate  map  of  the  village  of 
Burlington  was  published  in  1853  by  Messrs. 
Presdee  &  Edwards  of  New  York  city. 

The  main  streets  running  from  east  to  west 
are  as  follows : 

Main  street,  6  rods  wide,  running  from 
the  south  end  of  College  green  to  the  lake. 

College  street,  running  from  the  centre  of 
College  green  to  the  lake. 

Pearl  street,  named  after  Col.  Pearl,  from 
the  north  end  of  College  green  to  the  lake 
shore,  and 

North  street,  parallel  with  Pearl  street, 
and  north  of  it. 

These  streets  run  through  the  entire  vil- 
lage. The  shorter  streets,  running  in  the 
same  direction,  beginning  at  the  south,  are: 

Spruce  street  and  Adams  street,  between 
Shelburne  and  Union. 

South  street,  between  Water  and  Shel- 
burne. 

Maple  street,  between  Church  and  Union. 
Prospect  street,  between  Willard  and  Tut- 
tle. 

King  street,  between  Water  and  Church. 
Bank  street  and  Cherry  street,  between 
Water  and  Church. 


Munroe  street,  between  Water  and  George. 
The  streets  running  north  and  eouth,  be- 
ginning at  the  lake  whore,  are  : 

Lake  street,  which  is  located  west  of  the 
original  bank  of  the  lake  on  made  land  and 
wharfing. 

Water  street,  running  from  the  cove  north- 
erly, east  of  the  battery,  to  the  swamp  north 
of  the  village. 

Champlain  street,  next  east  of  Water,  run- 
ning the  same  distance. 

Pine  street,  between  Pearl  and  South. 
St.  Paul's  street,  between  Pearl  and  Main. 
Shelburne  street,  continuation  of  St.  Paul's 
from  Main  towards  ihe  town  of  Shelburne. 
Church  street,  from  Pearl  to  Adams. 
White  street,  from  College  to  Pearl,  con- 
tinued by  Winooski  avenue  from  Pearl  to 
North,  and  thence  in  a  northeasterly  direc- 
tion to  the  falls. 

Union  street,  from  College  southerly. 
Willard  street,  from  Pearl  southerly 
Williams  street,  from  Pearl  to  Main. 
Summit  street,  from  Main  southerly 
George  street,  from  Pearl  northerly. 
Locust  street,  from  Pearl  northerly. 
Maiden  lane,  from  Pearl  northerly. 
High  street,  east  of  the  College  green. 
Green  street,  west  of  the  College  green. 
Tuttle  street,  from  the  southwest  corner 
of  College  green  southerly. 

Goch  street,  from  the  northwest  corner  of 
College  green  northerly. 

Besides  these  there  are  a  great  number  of 
short  streets  and  lanes  in  different  parts  of 
the  town. 

The  principal  streets  are  4  rods  wide,  laid 
out  at  right  angles,  intersecting  each  other 
at  a  distance  of  20  rods  ;  they  are  pone-ally 
well  graded,  with  good  sidewalks,  the  sandy 
nature  of  the  soil  being  favorable  to  the 
making  of  good  roads.  The  old  Winooski 
turnpike  which  for  half  a  century  was  the 
great  thoroughfare  up  the  valley  of  the  Wi- 
nooski, leaves  the  village  in  an  easterly  di- 
rection from  the  south  end  of  Colle^'e  preen. 

[We  are  indebted  to  Rev.  H.  P.  Hickok  for 
the  following  additional  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  streets  of  Burliuixtou  :— AU] 

But  few  of  the  streets  of  Burlington  were 
named  from  persons  resident  upon  them. 
Goch,  Willard,  Tuttle,  King  and  Pearl,  were 
severally  among  the  early  settlers,  and  re- 
sided on  the  streets  which  bear  their  names. 
Louis  Goch  was  a  German  who  had  been  a 
planter  in  Hayti.  Driven  thence  in  the  time 
of  the  revolution  that  gave  supremacy  to  the 
blacks,  he  seems  to  have  sought  seclusion  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  and  the  rem- 
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nant  of  his  property.  He  chose  the  street 
on  which  ho  built,  not  more  from  the  beauty 
of  its  prospect  than  itu  wiM  seclusion.  His 
house,  built  with  tnste  and  furnished  within 
with  elegance,  stood  by  itself,  ap;irt  from 
other  dwellings,  yet  commanded  a  view  of 
mountains  and  river,  lake  and  woods,  which 
seemed  to  soothe  the  irritated  mind  of  one 
driven  rudely  from  his  West  Indian  home. 
The  house  of  Ira  Allen  was  visible  over  the 
tree-tops  at  the  right,  and  the  old  Indian 
fields,  then  the  farm  of  Ethan  Allen,  appear- 
ed, across  the  interval  woods,  at  the  left. 
Mr.  Goch  remained  on  this  spot  until  the 
growing  settlement  brought  him  near  neigh- 
bors, when  he  removed  to  a  still  more  wild 
and  unfrequented  place  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake  in  the  town  of  Georgia,  where  he 
built  anew  and  passed  the  latter  years  of 
his  life. 

Barty  Willard  was  long  conspicuous  as  the 
wit  and  rhymer  of  Burlington.  All  crowded 
around  to  hear  Barty  express  himself.  As 
these  were  days  of  convivialty,  and  the  men 
resorted  to  public  places  for  news  and  plea- 
sure, a  wit  like  Barty  was  essential  to  the 
glee  of  the  company.  On  such  occasions  he 
was  singer  as  well  as  composer.  Some  of 
his  witticisms  are  still  repeated.  Passing  a 
store  one  day,  he  was  hailed  by  a  lawyer, 
who  demanded  a  rhyme  for  the  amusement 
of  the  company.  Barty  demurred,  but  after 
a  drink  he  began  with  the  name  of  his  inter- 
rogator : 

"P  L  ,  an  attorney  at  law. 

The  very  best  lawyer  that  ever  I  saw.*' 

here  he  stopped,  but  being  tendered  another 
drink  and  pressed  to  complete  his  rhyme,  i 
went  on  thus  -  I 

**  The  only  reason  why  I  like  him  the  best,  j 
Is,  that  he  has  not  got  so  much  wit  ad  the  rest."  | 

The  lawyer  is  said  to  have  had  wit  enough  | 
to  join  in  the  laugh  raised  at  his  expense,  ! 
while  Barty  jogged  on  homeward.  j 

He  is  said  to  have  engaged  a  pair  of  cart ; 
wheels  for  Gov.  C.    The  governor  had  been  j 
disappointed  more  than  once,  but  Barty  pro-  j 
mised  them  without   fail   the   next  week,  i 
The  wheels  were  done,  and  Friday  of  that  i 
week  had  come,  when  a  stranger  pai^sing,  j 
offered  his  price  and  the  money  for  those  | 
wheels.    Barty  was  Fore  put  to,  how  to  man- 1 
age  another  disappointment  of  the  governor,  i 
and  declined  to  let  them  go,  but  a  sudden 
thought  struck  him.    He  would  sell  them  on 
condition  that  the  wheels  were  left  with  him 
until  Monday:  which  was  agreed  to.  Barty 
then  placed  the  wheels  side  and  side  against 


the  fence  and  set  to  work  to  make  another 
pair,  in  hopes  the  governor  would  noi 
call  at  the  time  appointed.  But  Satnr<l;»y 
came  and  the  governor  rode  up,  plcnsed  to 
see  the  wheels.  Barty  came  out  to  receive 
his  commendations,  but  rather  seriouslv. 
"Governor,"  says  he,  "I  have  made  the 
wheels,  but  I  have  made  an  awkward  mis- 
take with  them."  "What's  that?"  says  the 
governor.  "Why,  don't  you  see,  they  are 
both  off-wheels.  You  must  wait  another 
week  —  give  me  time  to  make  another 
wheel."  The  gratified  customer  assented, 
and  Barty  not  only  sold  a  second  pair,  but 
recovered  somewhat  his  credit,  which  was 
suffering,  for  promptness. 

Capt.  Thaddeus  Tuttle,  an  early  merchant, 
dealt  largely  also  in  lands.  He  built  what 
was  at  the  time  and  long  nfterwards,  the 
most  elegant  residence  in  town.  His  store 
stood  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Tuttle  streets. 

Capt.  Gideon  King,  from  whom.  King  street 
received  its  name,  was  at  an  early  day  the 
principal  sloop  owner  and  navigator  of  the 
lake. 

Col.  Stephen  Pearl  built  a  spacious  man- 
sion at  the  head  of  Pearl  street,  where  he 
administered  law  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  resided  until  bis  death.  These  men  were 
all  foremost  men  in  their  day ;  but  they  and 
their  names  have  mostly  passed  away,  except 
in  connection  with  these  streets. 

While  on  the  subject  of  streets,  it  may  be 
noticed  that  the  Wlnooski  turnpike  was  ori- 
ginally chartered  to  run  from  the  lake  shore 
to  the  interior  by  Main  street.  Main  street 
was  and  remains  1  rod  wider  than  any  other 
street,  as  the  intended  thoroughfare  of  this 
turnpike  road.  A  better  route  was  soon 
found  through  Pearl  street,  avoiding  the  steep 
ascent  of  the  hill,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
road,  in  conjunction  with  the  residents  of 
Pearl  street,  procured  an  act  of  the  legislature 
amending  their  charter  and  discontinuing  the 
road  at  the  College  green.  The  effect  of  this 
movement  was  to  throw  the  maintenance  of 
Main  street  from  the  turnpike  company  upon 
the  town  —  an  expensive  result. 

The  streets  of  Burlington  have  already 
been  set  with  a  variety  of  shade  trees.  The 
first  species  was  the  Lombardy  poplar.  This 
tall  tree  aspired,  like  the  cypress  of  Maho- 
medan  countries,  offering  but  little  shade. 
It  became  an  object  of  dislike  and  neglect 
from  an  ugly  worm  that  annually  infested 
its  leaves. 

Next,  the  yellow  locust  was  set  most  zeal- 
ously through  all  the  streets.  The  locust 
proved,  like  the  poplar,  a  beautiful  tree  and 
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A  rftpi<i  grower,  furnishing  shade  as  well  as 
beauty-  In  June,  annually,  its  strings  of 
white  blossoms  loaded  the  trees,  perfuming 
the  air,  and  the  tree  with  its  adornments  be- 
came the  pride  of  the  town.  But  after  a  few 
years  the  borer  commenced  his  ravages,  and 
now  the  few  trees  on  College  green  and  its 
vicinity,  of  any  size,  alone  remain  to  main- 
tain its  former  pretensions. 

The  button-ball,  a  native  tree,  was  exten- 
sively transplanted  as  the  others  failed,  and 
grew  to  an  enormous  size,  until  the  blight,  j 
wJaich  all  over  the  land  has  visited  the  ex- 
tremltieB  of  this  tree,  destroyed  them  here 
also. 

The  trees  depended  on  now  are  mostly  na- 
tive, many  of  which  flourish,  but  most  con- 
spicuous of  all,  the  elm.  Soon  the  place 
will  be  enshrouded  by  it,  and  perhaps  be 
likened  to  the  Elm  city  of  Connecticut  for 
this  tree  and  its  shade,  as  well  as  for  its 
literary  society  and  privileges. 

One  street  receives  it  name  from  the  lo- 
cust, the  handsomest  trees  of  which  are  now 
elms. 

White  derives  its  name  from  the  Calvinis- 
tic  congregational  church,  which  was  long 
termed,  until  burnt,  the  old  White  church. 

Church  street  received  its  name  from  the 
unitarian  church  at  its  head. 

St.  Paul's  street,  from  the  Episcopal 
church. 

College  street,  from  the  college. 

Lake  street  is  so  called  from  its  proximity 
to  the  water  side,  while  Water  street  above 
it,  was  once,  before  the  filling  process  com- 
menced, alone  entitled  to  the  appellation. 

H.  P.  HiCKOK. 

[For  name  of  Dorset  street,  sec  p.  182,  No. 

Population,  etc.,  in  1860. 

Dwelling  houses  in  town,  1,370;  males, 
3,695;  females,  4,021:  total,  7,716.  Num- 
ber of  persons  over  20  years  of  age,  Avho 
can  not  read  or  write,  814.  Born  in  Ver- 
mont, 4,518;  Ireland,  1,008;  Canada,  1,067; 
New  York,  469;  Massachusetts,  206;  Eng- 
land, 82  ;  New  Hampshire,  68  ;  Connecticut, 
48;  Germany,  27;  Scotland,  43  ;  Maine,  11; 
Ohio,  10;  Illinois,  9;  Pennsylvania,  9  ;  New 
Jersey,  8 ;  unknown,  7 ;  France,  7 ;  Rhode 
Island,  4 ;  Missouri,  3 :  Michigan  3  ;  Prus- 
sia, 3;  Iowa,  2;  Alabama,  2;  South  Caro- 
lina, 2;  Wisconsin,  2;  Minnesota,  1;  Cali- 
fornia, 1 ;  Sweden,  1 :  Virginia,  1 ;  Dela- 
ware, 1 ;  Georgia,  1 ;  Wales,  1 :  at  sea,  1. 

Annual  Products. — According  to  the  cen- 
•us,  there  were  $352,675  capital  engaged  in 


manufacturing,  exclusive  of  the  gas  compa« 
ny,  the  annual  products  being  valued  at 
$682,250. 

THE  LUMBER  TRADE. 

BY  HENRY  EOLFE,  ESQ. 

Perhaps  no  branch  of  business  presents 
the  workings  of  the  laws  of  trade  or  com- 
merce in  a  clearer  light  than  the  lumber 
trade  of  Burlington  and  vicinity,  Commerc* 
is  the  exchanging  of  the  products  of  one 
state  or  country  for  those  of  another.  It 
may  be  simply  bartering,  or  the  products  of 
one  country  may  be  sold  for  cash  and  that 
cash  paid  for  the  products  of  another.  In 
either  case  these  products  have  to  be  trans- 
ported from  the  place  where  grown  or  pro- 
duced, to  the  country  where  they  are  con- 
sumed. It  is  this  direction  or  way  of  trans- 
portation that  presents  itself  as  an  object  of 
study  for  the  curious. 

When  this  county  was  first  settled,  the  in- 
habitants, like  those  of  all  new  settlements, 
had  but  few  manufactures  and  those  were  of 
the  rudest  kind.  They  were  dependent  upon 
Europe  and  the  older  colonies  in  thi^  country 
for  such  necessaries  of  life  as  could  not  be 
procured  from  the  soil ;  and  fur  those  neces- 
saries they  were  compelled  to  pay  in  such 
products  of  the  soil  ;  but  few  of  them  would 
bear  the  cost  of  transportation,  the  principal 
one  of  which  was  lumber.  In  the  dense 
growth  that  covered  the  earth  the  settlers 
found  the  oak,  the  pine  (both  white  and  Nor- 
way), largely  to  predominate.  The  market 
for  this  timber  was  in  Europe,  as  there  were 
no  places  in  this  country  that  could  be 
reached  by  water  where  the  prices  would 
pay  the  cost  of  transportation.  This  well 
timbered  section,  lying  upon  the  borders  of 
the  Champlain,  had  easy  cominunicatioa 
with  the  European  markets.  The  lake  with 
its  outlet,  the  Sorel  river,  with  the  noble 
St.  Lawrence,  led  directly  to  tjutbec.  the 
great  shipping  point  for  Europe,  t  or  3u  or 
35  years  after  the  trade  commenced  that  was 
the  only  market  for  that  valuable  pruduct. 

From  the  papers  of  Hon.  Ira  .\llen,  and 
from  tradition,  we  learn  that  the  hr<i  saw 
mill  in  this  vicinity  was  built  by  Ira  Allen  in 
1786;  and  in  connection  with  hi:*  brother 
Levi  Allen,  who  was  then  in  the  trade  at  St, 
Johns,  C.  E.,  he  opened  a  trade  in  Quebec. 
Among  articles  sent  to  that  market  was  lum- 
ber, the  product  of  the  mills  built  at  Winoo- 
ski  falls  on  Onion  river.  The  first  raft  of 
oak  timber  taken  to  Quebec  was  owned  by 
Stephen  Mallott  of  Colchester,  in  1794. 
i  The  first  raft  of  Norway  pine  by  John  Thorp 
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of  Charlotte,  in  17%.  In  a  few  years  a 
large  traJe  in  oak  timber  for  ship  buildinp, 
Norway  and  white  pine  for  martts  and  spars, 
square  timber  and  deals  sprari;];  up.  The 
names  of  the  principal  dealers  who  shipped 
lumber  to  the  Quebec  market  (hat  can  be  col- 
lected are:  Ira  Allen,  Stephen  Mallott, 
Benjamin  Boardman,  Henry  Boardman, 
Amos  Boardman,  Ebenezer  Allen,  William 
B.  Woods,  Samuel  Holgate,  Judaon  Lam?on, 
Joseph  Clark,  Thaddeus  Tuttle,  Mr.  Cutlia, 
Ezra  Meech  of  Shelburne,  Daniel  Hurlbut, 
2^athaniel  Blood  of  Essex,  William  Mun«»on, 
'William  Hine,  Hezekiah  Hino,  Jacob  Kolfe, 
Allen  Hacket,  David  Bean,  Heman  Allen  of 
Colchester,  James  Miner,  Samuel  Hulgate, 
Jr.,  of  Milton,  Major  Lyman  King  of  Bur- 
lington, Roswell  Butler. 

A  noble  band  of  men  who  filled  their 
sphere  of  action  creditably  to  themselves, 
aud  usefully  to  the  society  in  which  they 
lived.  But  they  almost  all  have  passed  away. 
There  are  now  living  only  the  venerable 
Henry  Boardman,  who  commenced  business 
in  1797,  in  Colchester,  Amos  Boardman  and 
David  Bean  in  Illinois,  and  Joseph  Clark^ 
Esq.,  in  Milton. 

It  was  a  great  undertaking  in  these  days 
to  go  into  the  woods  in  the  fall  and  winter 
and  cut  and  draw  the  masts,  hew  the  square 
timber,  get  the  deal  logs  to  the  mill  and  in 
the  spring  saw  the  deals  and  collect  it  ail  into 
one  great  raft,  and  go  to  Quebec.  Almost  12 
months  were  required  to  cut  and  collect  a 
raft  and  get  it  into  market.  The  principal 
place  at  which  the  lumber  was  collected  was 
at  Winooski  falls;  there  it  was  ratted,  and 
the  men  with  their  tents,  provisions  and 
cooking  utensils  on  board,  biarted  on  their 
long  and  tedious  journey  to  Quebec. 

These  men  not  only  went  into  the  woods 
themselves  to  get  out  lumber  and  take  it  to 
Quebec,  but  they  bought  larj^e  quautiiies  of 
Others  who  did  business  in  this  vicinity  on  a 
smaller  scale  —  men  who,  in  addition  to  their 
agricultural  labors,  would  get  out  what  lum- 
ber they  could  but  not  enough  to  form  a  raft; 
thus  a  large  portion  of  the  people  were  di- 
rectly interested  in  the  lumber  trade. 

About  the  year  1820,  the  Champlain  canal 
was  completed,  opening  communication  with 
New  York  city;  that  city  being  a  better 
market  with  a  better  water  route  to  reach  it, 
the  trade  turned  that  way,  Henry  Board- 
man,  William  Hine,  Hezekiah  Hine,  Jacob 
Rolfe,  Amos  Boardman,  Josejih  Clark,  llos- 
well  Butler  and  Nathaniel  Blood,  to?eiher 
with  a  few  younjzcr  men,  c.nrrietl  on  the  trade 
to  New  York  and  places  on  the  Hudson  river. 


The  old  Quebec  lumbermen  rafted  th^ir 
lumber  to  New  York  in  the  same  manner 
they  previously  did  to  Quebec,  but  a  new 
way  of  transportation  had  grown  up, 
canal  boat  and  schooner  took  the  place  of 
the  raft.  The  new  men  who  came  into  iu« 
business  adopted  the  new  ways. 

Justus  Burdick  and  Messrs  Follett  an  1 
Bradley  of  Burlington,  dealt  largely  in  lum- 
ber, and  in  connection  with  Samuel  Brow- 
nell  of  Williston,  carried  on  its  manufacture 
at  the  Little  falls  in  the  Winooski,  between 
Williston  and  Essex.  They  owned  boats  and 
shipped  direct  to  Troy,  Albany  and  New 
York.  The  rafting  was  kept  until  about  the 
year  1835,  and  from  that  time  until  1843  it 
was  almost  all  carried  by  boats,  at  the  latter 
date  the  trade  had  nearly  or  quite  stopped, 
this  section  had  ceased  to  produce,  and  ap- 
parently Burlington  had  seen  the  last  of  her 
lumber  trade.  The  noble  pines  of  the 
Winooski  valley  had  disappeared,  and  the 
lumbermen  had  retired  from  business  or  had 
turned  their  attention  to  other  pursuits. 

During  the  past  years  the  lumbermen  of 
the  eastern  New  England  states  had  been 
competitors  with  ours  for  the  European 
markets  in  like  manner  as  both  had  been 
with  the  Canadian  dealers.  The  eastern 
men  soon  met  the  same  dif&culty  that  our 
dealers  had,  the  scarcity  of  material ;  their 
timber  crop  run  short  and  the  inexorable 
laws  of  trade  demanded  another  source  of 
supply. 

The  opening  of  the  Vermont  Central  and 
the  Rutland  and  Burlington  rail  roads,  with 
their  connections,  furnished  direct  commu- 
nication between  the  Canadas  and  the  east, 
and  that  country  had  the  supply  that  the 
eastern  markets  demanded.  Burlington,  in 
her  capacious  wharves  for  piling  grounds,  in 
[  her  rail  road  connections  with  the  eastern 
I  markets,  and  in  her  water  communications 
I  with  the  south,  oflfered  superior  facilities  for 
j  a  lumber  depot,  and  was  selected  as  the  most 
j  advantageous  point  for  transhipment  from 
j  the  boats  to  the  cars;  and  her  lumber  trade 
I  thus  revived  and  reestablished  has  become 
I  again  her  most  important  branch  of  trade  : 
i  though  she  has  ceased  to  become  a  producer, 
I  and  her  market  is  supplied  from  the  Canadas 
j  and  the  west,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view 
j  the  results  to  her  are  most  flattering.  The 
j  few  Quebec  dealers  now  living  see  the  same 
I  kind  of  lumber  brought  over  the  same  route 
j  by  which  they  sent  theirs  to  market,  but  in- 
I  stead  of  going  by  the  slow  course  of  the  cur- 
i  rent  or  propelled  by  sails  on  the  raft,  it  is 
I  brought  up  against  the  current  by  sail  boat 
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or  cteamer.  No  steamers  were  needed  when 
(he  market  was  with  the  course  of  the  Sorel 
•(14  St.  Lawrence,  but  «t«Am  and  sail  are 
brought  into  use  to  overCDme  the  power  of 
their  tremendous  currents. 

The  first  cargo  of  lumber  that  arrived  here 
from  the  Canadas  for  the  eastern  market  was 
brought  by  L.  G.  Bigelow,  Esq.,  in  1850. 
He  associated  with  him  in  the  business  Enos 
Peterson,  and  they  continued  in  trade  until 
1855.  Messrs.  C.  Blodgett  &  Son.  then  of 
Waterbury,  next  commenced  trade  here,  and 
axe  now  in  business.  The  St.  Maurice  Lum- 
b«r  company  shipped  their  lumber  here  during 
the  two  or  three  years  that  their  mills  were  in 
operation.  In  1855,  the  Hunterstown  Lum- 
ber company  located  their  sales  depot  at  this 
place  ;  this  company  and  Messrs.  Blodgett  & 
Son  have  mills  in  Canada  and  ship  their  lum- 
ber here  for  sale.  In  1856,  Lawrence  Barnes, 
Esq.,  opened  a  yard  here  for  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  lumber.  He  and  his  partners 
have  added  the  planing  and  dressing  of  lum- 
ber to  their  business,  and  they  are  also  the 
owners  of  the  pioneer  shops  near  the  yards, 
in  which  are  carried  on  the  various  branches 
of  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 

The  sales  of  this  market  in  1860,  amounted 
to  about  40,000,000  feet,  and  the  sum  paid 
out  for  labor  in  handling,  sorting,  piling  and 
planing  is  about  $40,000  per  year. 

Little  did  the  projectors  of  our  rail  roads 
dream  that  within  ten  years  after  the  com- 
pletion of  their  roads,  almost  every  available 
space  on  their  grounds  at  Burlington  would 
be  lumbered  up  with  boards  and  plank  on 
their  destined  voyage  to  Europe,  South 
America,  California  and  the  far  off  isles  of 
the  Pacific,  but  such  is  the  fact. 

The  lumber  is  brought  here  from  the  mills 
on  the  Ottawa  and  St.  Lawrence  and  their 
tributaries  without  sorting,  and  is  here  sorted 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  different 
markets. 

If  a  ship  at  Boston,  bound  to  Australia, 
needs  a  cargo  of  lumber,  it  is  put  into  the  cars 
at  the  planing  mill,  carried  to  Boston  and  un- 
loaded direct  from  the  cars  to  the  vessel. 
If  one  for  the  West  Indies  calls  for  a  load,  it 
can  be  supplied  with  a  cargo  of  rough  boards 
with  the  same  facility  and  dispatch.  Every 
demand  for  pine  lumber  or  any  of  its  manu- 
factures, whether  rough,  dressed,  tongued 
and  grooved,  made  into  doors,  sash,  blinds 
or  boxes,  or  even  houses,  ready  made,  can  be 
furnished  to  order  upon  short  notice.  With 
the  extension  of  the  wharves  (in  progress  at 
present)  of  tlie  Vorni  )nt  Contrftl  rail  road 
company,  Burlington  has  facilities  for  in- 


creasing her  trade  to  a  much  larger  extent 
than  at  present,  and  bids  fair  to  be  second 
only  to  Boston  as  a  lumber  mart  in  New  Eng- 
land. 


COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

BT  B.  8.  TAFT,  ESQ. 

As  soon  as  the  settlers  of  Burlington  were 
I  fairly  established  in  the'r  new  homes  and  the 
first  wants  of  a  new  country  supplied,  their 
attention  was  turned  to  the  education  of  their 
children. 

1790. — At  the  town  meeting  in  March, 
1790,  it  was  voted  that  the  town  should  be 
divided  in  school  districts,  and  Col.  Frederick 
Saxton,  Capt.  David  Stanton  and  Daniel 
Hurlbut  were  appointed  a  committee  to  di- 
vide said  town.  At  an  adjourned  meeting, 
held  in  September  following,  the  committee 
reported  that  they  had  divided  the  town  into 
2  districts  ;  one  of  them  contained  all  the 
territory  north  of  a  line  running  from  the 
cove  south  of  the  old  wharf,  easterly  to  the 
road  from  the  falls  on  Onion  river  to  Shel- 
burne  falls,  and  west  of  the  northerly  part  of 
said  last  named  road,  the  other  comprised 
the  territory  east  of  the  one  first  mentioned. 

1795.  — At  the  annual  meeting  this  year,  it 
was  voted,  "that  the  south  part  of  the  town 
that  is  not  considered  in  the  other  two  dis- 
tricts be  considered  as  a  school  district." 

1796.  — This  year  it  was  voted  that  the 
house  lots  at  Burlington  bay  be  considered 
as  a  school  district. 

1813. — The  districts  increased  in  numbers 
until  the  year  1813,  when  they  were  8  in 
number,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  8  being  located  in 
the  village.  It  being  found  inconvenient  to 
establish  and  maintain  separate  schools  in 
them,  and  owing  to  the  compact  nature  and 
situation  of  the  3  village  disi riots  it  wa3 
deemed  that  1  school-house  in  the  central 
part  of  the  village  would  be  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  districts  and  more  beneticial  to 
the  public,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  dis- 
tricts be  constituted  and  formed  into  one,  to 
be  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  the 
Village  school  district. 

1815.— The  boundaries  of  the  pchool  dis- 
tricts being  uncertain  and  indefinite,  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  2^ith  day  of  .Vpril,  1815, 
John  Johnson,  Nathan  Smith  and  George 
Robinson  were  appoiiited  a  committee  to 
ascertain  the  lines  of  the  gever^l  districts. 
They  reported  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  12ih 
of  May  following:  the  report  was  accepted 
and  the  districts  established  accordingly. 
This  report  contains  the  boundaries  of  7 
districts:    The  village  district,  boundetl  on 
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th»  »^uti»  hf  Che  •outh  linos  of  lots  No.  IGO, 
1,'.?^  lt;4,  IS 4,  and  the  westerly  half  of  lot 
>'o  lO'i  (heing  »  lino  running  easterly  from 
Itt*  Uke  shore  on  the  Seymour  farm)  ;  on 
iht  «*Jt  *  running  from  the  center 
of  the  south  line  of  lot  No.  100  northerly, 
east  of  the  college  grounds,  to  the  river  just 
ea-^t  of  the  residence  of  John  N.  Pomeroy ;  on 
the  west  and  north  by  the  lake  and  river. 

No.  1  includes  the  territory  at  the  falls  and 
100  acre  lots  lying  on  the  river  and  most  of 
the  2  three  acre  lots  adjoining  the  latter  be- 
ing the  present  districts  No.  1  and  8.  Nos. 
2,  ^  4,  5  and  6,  identical  nearly  with  the 
present  districts  of  the  corresponding  num- 
bers. 

1816. — In  this  year  that  part  of  the  town 
northwest  of  the  village  was  set  oflf  into  a 
separate  district  and  numbered  7. 

1820.— About  1820,  district  No.  8  was 
formed  out  of  the  territory  near  the  High 
bridge,  being  the  easterly  end  of  district 
No.  1. 

1829. — In  November  of  this  year  the  village 
district  was  divided  into  6  districts  number- 
ed 9,  10,  11,  12,  13  and  14,  with  very  much 
the  same  boundaries  as  at  present,  with  the 
exception  of  the  change  made  by  the  creation 
of  districts  numbered  15  and  16. 

1840. — At  a  special  town  meeting  held  on 
the  8d  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1840,  all  that 
part  of  district  No.  9  which  lies  north  of 
Pearl  street,  was  set  off  and  organized  into 
a  school  district  numbered  15. 

3853. — And  on  the  21st  day  of  November, 
1853,  school  district  No.  15  was  divided  by 
a  line  running  from  north  to  south  through 
the  centre  of  Champlain  street,  the  portion 
lying  east  of  the  line  to  be  numbered  16,  the 
portion  west  retaining  its  original  number 
(15). 

A  small  portion  of  the  southeast  part  of 
the  town  is  annexed  to  school  district  No.  5 
in  Shelburne. 

A  Union  school  district  was  organized  on 
the  28th  day  of  December,  1849,  composed 
of  districts  Nos.  10,  12,  13,  14  and  15.  Only 
scholars  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning 
from  the  districts  composing  the  Union  dis- 
trict attend  the  school,  which  is  equal  in  all 
respects  to  the  best  acadamies  in  the  t-tate. 

Each  school  district  is  possessed  of  a  good 
school  house,  where  from  6  to  10  months' 
Bohool  has  usually  been  kept  each  year. 

Uniox  School 
Is  located  in  the  old  academy  buildings,  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  College  and  Willard 
streets. 
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BUELINGTON  HiGH  ScHOOL 

Was  incorporated  on  the  22d  October,  1829, 
and  occupied  the  building  erected  for  thai 
purpose  on  the  corner  of  Willard  and  Col- 
lege streets,  flourishing  under  its  several 
preceptors,  until  the  Union  school  was  or- 
ganized, which  took  the  place  of  the  High 
school,  and  has  since  occupied  the  High 
school  building.  b.  s.  t. 

Burlington,  January,  1863. 

State  Teachers'  Association. 
[The  State  Teachers'  association  (annual) 
was  held  in  Burlington  the  16th,  17th  and 
18th  of  August,  1859,  of  which  the  i^j.-'y 
Free  Press  of  August  20th  following,  savs: 
"A  fine  assemblage  from  all  parts  of  Ver- 
mont filled  the  Town  hall  for  three  days  ia 
succession.  It  was  the  largest  gathering  of 
the  teachers  of  the  state  yet  held,  and  a 
most  successful  and  useful  meeting."'  In 
said  paper,  by  consulting  the  files,  a  full  ac- 
count, filling  nearly  3  pages,  may  be  found. 
At  this  meeting  was  made  the  first  report 
of  the  Vermont  School  Journal — (5  Nos.  is- 
sued)—  viz:  "that  the  enterprize  has  been 
equal  to  the  task;  and  that  the  Journal  haj, 
at  the  end  of  five  months  a  paying  subscrip- 
tion that  will  insure  them  against  any  direct 
pecuniary  loss  for  the  first  year."  President 
Pease  of  the  U.  V.  M.  delivered  the  opening 
address.  Rev.  C.  W.  Cushing  of  Albany.  N. 
Y.,  and  Rev.  F.  T.  Russell  of  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  were  also  present,  and  addressed  the 
association  during  its  session. — iTJ.J 


